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O one that has the rendern and Charity of a Chriſtian , or indeed the 
Bowels of a man, can think it a ſubjeF attended with any delight or ſati/- 
fation, to endeavour to expoſe the rank and rip up the miſcarriages of any 
party of men, much leſs has Fellow Subjets, who as they are united in one 


| common bond of Allegiance to their Prince, ſo one would think they ſhonld be joyned 


together with the more obliging tye of love and kindneſsto one another : that Charity 
which our Religion has taught ms, covers a multitude of fins, ſhould make us willing 
#0 connive at and bury in filence thoſe failings, which are the neceſſary conſequences of 
fleſh and blood , ayd conſtant companions of Human Nature. 

But when the villanies and impieties of men are arrived to that perfection, as to 
outface the Sun and even exceed belief; When Religion ſhall be intituled to their am- 
bition and malice ; Whes the extravagancies of an intemperate, miſguided and enthu- 
fiaſtical Zeal ſhall paſs for inſpirations of the ſpirit of God ; When they are not con- 
zent to ſin alone, but begin to make parties and lift themſelves under diſtinct Banners 
to fight ( as they blaſphemouſly ſpeak) for the cauſe of God and his Chriſt ; No man 
that has any ſenſe of ſo horrid a prophanation of Gods ſacred name,and his Holy Re- 
ligion , ſo open and barefaced a contempt of all Order and Peace ; no man that values 
ihe Quiet of bi Country and the ſafety of bimſelf, but muſt think himſelf under a very 
great obligation as far as in him lies, to ſhew the vanity ak} wickedneſs of ſuch dan- 
gerous and deſtructive Principles that muſt neceſſarily in the end overthrow all Govern- 
ment #nd deſtroy all Human ſociety : be cannot but believe it hu Duty to put a ſtop to 


| ſuch a growing evil; and if thoſe miſerable wretches the Profeflours of :h# impious 
ſuch a growing P 


doftrine, have their Hearts ſo hardened and their Conſciences ſo ſeared, that they bave 
obſtinately ſhut their ears againſt every thing that may contribute to their conviction, 
get ſtill it will be incumbent upon every good man, to ſtep in betwixt the Dead and the 
living , and.indeavour to hinder the contagion to ſpread any farther and corrupt the 
wich Maſs, by ſbewing the groundleſs foundation and yernicious conſequences of that 
damnable Dotrine, which to do, it # enough to relate the wicked Lives and unfor- 
tunate Ends of the chief Martyrs and Contfeflours thereof. | 

And as this was, I doubt not the main inducement to the Author (whorver he was) 
of the following Narrative why he publiſhed the firlt edition of 3t to the world; [0 
this conſideration has prevailed with me to preſent thee ( Reader) with thu ſecond 
Impreſſion f it, accompanied with wery ape , and thoſe no ſmall Additions of ſeve- 
ral particulars and circumſtances , which the former wanted, and which I thought 
would not be altogether unfit for public Notice ; beſides that I have added an Appendix 
wholly my own concerning the Proceedings againſt my Lord Halton Treaſurer Depute, 
before the Lords of the Articles, which -, ſo Lhe fo 4 connexion with the Tryal 
'of Mitchel, that I cannot well ſee how they could have been ſeperated. 

And yet theſe are the leaſt part of theſe Additions, I intended to make to it, 
when I firft put pen to paper, for the curiolity which the ſtrangeneſs of the Dottrine 
and Prattiſes of the Whiggs had given me to inform my ſelf, as far as my Intereſt 
and Diligence could carry me , concerning them and their Bebawiour, furniſhed me, 
with a great many pr—_ worthy to be expoſed to publick view, which made 
' me bave ſome thonpbts of _ them before the enſuing Diſcourſe ; but I ſoon 
changed my purpoſe, when I found them ſwell to ſuch a bulk that they would of them- 
ſelves make an intire and juſt volume, for which reaſon I thought it more adviſable to 


reſerve them for @ Diſcourſe by it ſelf to be publiſhed bereafter, than to make this ſwell 
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ſo much beyond proportion, judging it much more convenient for this to come out as it 
doth, without it. ; 

But however in this place it will be convenient to let the Reader know in ſhort what 
bas happend ſince the firſt publiſhing of this Diſcourſe ; wherein you will find Mitchel 
executed for an execrable Attempt to murder that great and worthy Prelate the Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Andrews 3 who ( as the party had before threatned) was afterwards on 
the 34. day of May 1679. offered up a breathing ſacrifice to che Helliſh fury and 
implacable malice of that tation , for which Mitchel had as they called him, A a 
Martyr. I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to give an Account of the curcumſtances of that 
moſt barbarous Murder, ſince it # ſo fanhtully done already tomy bandin. The Spirit 
of Popery , &c. Fol. 55, 56, &c. whigg for your farther ſatisfattion I refer you. 

As bloody and horrid an attempt as th Was , it was no more than what might 
rationally be expected from men who ſin out of Conſcience,and aCt the greate#t villanics 
as ſo many Duties of Religon : But here they ſtopt not ; For it was not enough for 
theſe ſacrilegious wretches of this Enthuſiaſtical and Wicked Fattion, thus to provoke 
the vengeance of Heaven and the Juſtice of the Nation, but they flew out into the laſt 
degree of Extravagance hurriedon by the unbridled fury of atalſe and deſperate Zeal,by 
breahing out upon the 29 of May 1679. into open Rebellionſtill pretending to Religion 
and Divine Authority for their Commiſſion. 

And thus ths Quiet and harmleſs People of the Weſt , amongHf whom Wicked 
Miniſters at any rate intended to procure 4 Rebellion(as @ worthy Friend of theirs was 
once pleas'd to ſay in a very honourable Aſſembly ) fairly unmasked themſelves to the 
ſhame and confuſion of thoſe who had not ſcruple rw A publickly to patronize and 


. defend them, and to the clear juſtihcation of the Privy Council , and particularly of 
(4 


the Duke of Lauderdale again#t all thoſe loud clamours,and complaints,which were ma 

apain#t him for the proceedings againſt the Weſtern Peo le mentioned in the 20. and 
31. pages of the following Narrative,but mo#t eſpecially for tendring the Bond there 
mentioned to be taken by the Heritors ; then it was repreſented as the mo#t arbitrary, 
and tyrannical impoſition chat ever as, to bind Maſters of families for their Wives, 
Children, and o——_ and Landlords for their Tenants and Cottagers, that they 
ſhould not go to ConveMicles. But how reaſonable, and neceſſary it was to do ſo m 
that Kingdom, all men may ſee in that the wiſdom of the nation in the late Parliament 
beld under His Royal Highneſs, His Majefties High Commiſſioner, hath enafted it as the 
ſureſt expedient for eſtabliſhing the peace thereof. 
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 Ravillac Redivivus: 


BEING A | 


NARRATIVE 


Of the Late 


1 KT AL 
M- James Mitchel,&c. 


SIR, h 
$. I | Received your Letter, wherein you charge me with Unkindneſs for having The Intro- 


negle&ted ro Write unto you for the laſt fix Months; and you alſo tell du&ion. 
me, you cannot imagine what hath made me fo filent all rhis while, that 
others have ſent their Correſpondents in England ſo many Letters of Scor- 

tiſh News. But what you ſeem to make an aggravation of my faulr, I muſt retort 

upon you in my own Defence, and tell you plainly, thar being a Perſon uncapable to 


- write certainties in State matters, and too Honeſt ro write Zzes, I could not prevail 


with my ſelf to follow the ill Example of many of my Countrey-men, of whom ſome 
maliciouſly wrote their own Forgeries, and ſome out of weakneſ3 their Fealoufies and 
Fears; and all pn to underſtand not only what were, but what would be the 
intrigues of Haly-rud-Houſe, filled their News Letters with their own Inventions in- 
ſtead of real Truth. 

The Reports which theſe Inffruments of miſchief ſent to London, rebounded as The proceed- 

uickly hither again, not without a great improvement from that reſtleſs and il-af+ ings in Scotland 
/kted party of men among you, who out of their invererate prejudice to the Govern. #epreſented. 
went, make it their buſineſs to miſ-repreſent the King, and the ableſt Minifters he is 
pleas'd to employ both in thx and your Kingdom; _ make no Conſcience of having 
recourſe to les and ili-grounded Calumnies to attain thoſe pernicions ends, as in this 
caſe they have moſt »otoriouſly done : And truly, conſidering how fooliſhly ſome, and 
waliciouſly others of theſe Stories are contrived, I cannot but figh for the unhappi- 
neſs of both my own and your Countrey, where theſe coyners and d:ſperſers of talſe 
News, like the falſe Prophets in the Kingdom of Iſrael, are a grievous Plague, and a 
National Fudgment to Church and State. 

Therefore let me prevail with you for the time to come, tor give as little Credit to The Author 
the flying Reports which are ſent from our Countrey as I do to thoſe which are ſent from confines him- 
yours: And that we may both grow wiſer by other mens folles, and take ſurer mea- *!f to vrire 
ſures in our future Correſpondence, give me leave to propoſe, that we Write nothing CO ue " 
hereafter, but matters of Fat, gr our ſelves to relate ſuch Uſeful and _ 
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thy contingencies, as might become an Hiſtorianof his own Age. By obſerving this Rule, 

we ſhall keep our ſelves within the fate bounds of Prudence and Duty, and profit one 

another by our mutual correſpondence, withour abuſing the Credulity of Vulgar, or 

injuring the Mini/ers of Publick Aﬀairs. 

Whcrefqre that I may put my own Advice in praCtice, and be a good Example to 

The Tryal,+c. my own Rule, the Subject of this Lerrey ſhall be a Faithful Narrative of the Tryal, 
of James Condemmation, and Fxccution of one of our Presbyterian Preachers, who made an 
Mirchel, the Attempt on the Sacred Perſon of the Arch-Biſhop of Sr. Andrews, in the Month of 
Subje-t of the 7, 1668. The Story 1s very comprehenſive, and will invite me to ſpeak of ma- 
enſuing Di - -? _.. Sj ' ” 
Jane, ny particular things and-Perſons, and it will be difficult for me to paſs through it all 

without touching a little upon Publick Afairs; in doing of which, I ſhall endeavour 

to perform the part of a Faithful Hiſtorian in keeping to my Rule of writing nothing 

bur matter of + att. ' of x 

AndharJ may be with a greater glearneſi, andfor your better ſarwfatihn enabled 

to give yd an Aecount; of this exeergble Villain, I think it not altogether inconye- 

niect to pſtmile. ſomething touching. his Perſon, Birth; and Education whereby we 

may be atuſted to give ſome tolerable Account of the inducements which prevailed 

upon this miſerable wretch, to endeavour to commit fo Barberons an outrage upon 

the Perſon of that Venerable Prelate, who had deſerved no ill trom him, and merited 

fo great acknowledgiments from all good men for the Service he had done his King, | 

and his Countrey ; but his Character it ſeems was a ſufficient ground to excite and en- 

courage this Son of Belial, and his fellow-Rufhans to thirſt = his Innocent Blood. 


The Deſcripti- d. 2. James Mitchel, (for that is the Name of this abominavle wretch ) was 
on of his Per. 2 #£an, bollow-cheek'd man, of a truculent countenance, and had the air of an 4/- 
ſon, ſaſſine as much as & man could have : He came with his Periig powdered to the Bar, 
and behaved himſelf there with as much aſſurance, as men devoted to do miſchief by 
their Principles and Complexion, reſolve before-hand always to do. 
As for his Original, *is ſo obſcure, that the mean Proletarian condition of his Po- 
His Birth and 7e77?s affords me no notice of his Birth. And as for his Education, after he had paſſed 
Education, through the Subſidiary part of Learning, he was ſent to the Colledge of Edenburgh in 
the time of the -late Uſurpation, where he made very ſmall Progreſs in any part of 
good literature, but applyed himſelf ro the Reading of ſuch ſilly Fanatical Books as 
were fit for his 2arrow capacity, and Enthuſiaſtical temper ; ſo that the acquired or 
artificial part of Fanaticifm (which Whigs call-Grace ), being added to his Nature, 
he might qualifie himfelt for Employment and Reputation, eſpecially amongſt the 
Remonſjtrator Presbyterians, who Were then the Principal part of the Kirk. This 
FadGion, elpecially in the Weſt, was advanced fo far towards Enthuſiaſm, that they 
deſpiſed and ſuſpected men of ſence, and began to look upon it as a ſtinting the Spirit 
to ſpend any ſtudy or time 1 preparing themlelves to Preach : The People eſpecially 
were ſo poſicſt with rhis Opinien, that it they came to know that their Miniſters pre- 
conceived, much more Pen'd their Sermons in their Studies, they thought it a ſuf- 
ficient ground of withdrawing trom them, as believing it utterly impoſſible to re- 
ceive any Spiriruel beunfit from ſuch Carnal Sermons, as were Compoſed by the help 
ct Study and Books. . 
Among theſe People it was that Mitchel deſigned to Preach and Teach; and there- 
fore after he was graduated Maſter ( which is here at the end of four years) he ap- 
His Study of plyed himſelf to the Study of Popular Drumity, under Mr. David Dickſon, a great 
Popular Divi- ,769/#{e of the Sotemm League and Covenant, under whom he continued his Method 
DS of Reading Modern Fanafical Pamphlets, that he might be an able Workman, and 
compleatly furniſhed with all thoſe Canting and affeFed Phraſes, which diſcriminate a 
Spir;tual troma Carnal Preacher among our Presbyterians, and are Muſick and Charms 
to their Enthuſeaftical Ears. And that he might add the prattical to the ſpeculative. 
part of Fanaticiſm, and be perfe&tly Maſter of his Trade, he frequented thoſe Pr;- 
vate Meetings, where Conferences, Prayers, and Sermons were ſpoken in that Diale&# ; 
and where Tone, Grimarce, and\Geſticulations are far more powerful, than all the true 
Learning and Eloquence in the World. ; 
Having A#ed tome' time in theſe Nurſeries of Enthuſiaſm, he thought himſelf fic 
for any Eccleſiaſtical Employment, and therefore offered himſelf to be _ by the 
resbytery 


(3) 
Presbytery of Dalkeith , who rejefed him for inſufficiency , as ſome yet alive can Rejefted by the 
reſtifhe to the World. : OY of 

Aﬀer this Repulſe, he began to projec# ſome other way of Living, and was ſhortly _ 0 
after recommended to the Laird of Dundaſs, to be Pedagogue to his Children, and 1. 1, of 
Domeſtique — for ſaying extemporary Prayers. He paſſed ſome time un his Fa- the Laird of 
mily tor a gifted and very Holy Young Man, till ſome of the Servants obſerved an ex- Dun4aſs; but 
traordinary Familiarity berwixt hims and the young Woman who was the O!4 Gar- ag ms 
diners Wife. Being poſſeſt with this Suſpicion, they obſerved him the more; and ; men he 
one Night, as they wer: watching, they ſaw his Miſtreſs going to his Charmer, which # Ur Hee 
was 2 Summer-Houſe Built on the Garden-wall; the Key, as it happencd, was left on giner's Wife. 
the out-fide of the Door, which one of thoſe that watched obſerving, gently locked 
the Door upon ther, and immediately ran to call his Maſter, who caine to the Garden 
to ſee what would be the Event. After they had been as long as they pleaſed toge- 
ther, at laſt Hortenſia comes to go our, who, to her great Confuſion, finding the 
Door locked, Reps back ro the Adulterer, who fearing that ſhe ſhould be raken with 
him, immediately let her down the Garden Wall by the help of his Shirt, ſhe hanging 
at ove end, and he holding the other as naked as when he was born: His Patron all this 
while beheld him like a flrhy Priapzs upon the Garden Wall,and the next day in great 
indignation diſcharged him of his Service and Hox/e, I ſuppoſe, this is one of his pri- 
wvateand particular fins, which you will hnd him hereafter Confeiling in his Speech, 
deſerved a worle Death than he endured. 

Afterward he came to Edenburgh,where he lived ſome years in a Widdov:s Houſe, His coming to 
called Mrs. Griſſald Whitford, who dwelt in the Cow-Gate, and with whom that d:ſho. £4254r8%. 
nour of Mankind, 7dajor Weir, of whom I ſhall hereafter give you anAccounr, was _— OT 
Boarded at the fame time. By his Converſation it may be prelumed that Mitchel jor pri.s, oc. 
improved much in the Art of Hypocriſie, and drunk in moſt deeply thoſe Murdcromus His improve- 
and Treaſonable Principles, which he afterwards praiſes in the whole courle of his ment in Hypo- 
Life, and juſtified at his Death : Now began he to converſe with the moſt bigotted pr -_ yo 
Zelots againſt Authority; to frequent and hold Conventicles, to Preach up the Cove-;, 7 Chap- 
nant, and to the utmoſt of his Power to promote the Schiſ7z which was begun in the 1ain to the 
Church: By theſc | nga he much endeared himſelf to his Tutor, Major Weir, who Laird of 1#a- 
recommended him for a Chaplain to a Fanatical Family, the Lady whereof was Neice 70%. 
to Sir Arch. Fohn/ton, Laird of Wareſton, one of the moſt furious Rebels againſt the 
late Bleſſed King, and greateſt complyers with the /ate Uſurpation in the three King- 
doms; and whom you may remember to have been Preſzdent of the Commiztee of 
Safety; for all which accumulated Treaſons he was Executed here in 1663. 

During his abode in this Family, broke out the Rebellion of the Fanaticks in 1666. 

He no ſooner heard of Ht, bur joyned with the Robel:, who were Deteared at Pent- Engaged 2 rhe 
land Hills, though Mr. Welſh (as it 1s reported) during the Fight, prayed with up- keg as 
lifted hands to the Lord of Hoſts againſt Amalek, ( as the unclean Spris within him Pentland-Hil!, 
moved him to miſ-call the Royal Forces) and had his Hand ffayed up by ſome of his 2% Proclamed 
Brethren, as Moſes had his by Aaron and Hur. Mr. Mitchel had the Fortune to ©: 

eſcape from the Fic/d, but was afterwards Proclaimed Traytor, with many other Prin- 

cipal Adtors in that Rebellion, and afterwards excepted by Name in His Majeſties molt 

Gracious Proclamation of Pardon, that he might receive no Benefit thereby. From 

this time he /cu/ked about, and ſheltered himſelt amongſt the Rebelliozrs Saints of the 
Brotherhood, till the Devil tempted him to 4ſaſſine the Lord Primate, tor which he 


expiated by his Blood. 


F. 3. And here, notwithſtanding by my propoſed Method, I ought to procecd to, _. « 
the Narrative of the Barbarows attempt this wretch made upon my Lord Primate; yet inning = 
I hope you will pardon me, if I neglect that a while, ro make a ſmall, bur very «ſe- Ignorance of 
ful and pertinent digreſſion. Among others of his excellent qualifications, I have the Whiggs, 
rold you what an wtter [anoramm he was; and I muſt here inform you further, thar Which is the 
Welſh and Arnott, and all the reſt of them are full as illiterate as he; and that their R_ _ 
inſuperable Ignorance in Divine and Humane Learning, is the Mother of their Mur- OV 
dering Zeal. Indeed all the late Troubles upon the account of Epiſcopacy, are chiefly 
to be aſcribed to the ſhameful Ignorance of Proteſtant Divines in Eccleſiaſtical Anti- 
quity, who looking no further back into the. Hiſtory of Religion, than the time of 

| , the 


(4) 


the Reformation, and ſome of them not ſo far, did either hate Epiſcopacy as an Uſur- 
pation, or elſe looked upon it as a meer Humane Conſtitution, and fo could not have 
that particular Veneration for ir, that was due to an Apoſtolical Ordinance, fo viſibly 
founded in the Scriptures, and which was the ſole invariable Government of Gods Uni- 

wver/al Church for above 1500 years. 
Mr. Henderſon Of this that Excellent man, Mr. Henderſon, was a deplorable Example; who, 
and Mr.Calvin though he was a Man of great temper and pr and very Learned in his way, 
—_—_— of yet want of Antiquity, of which he was ſo ignorant, was the unhappy cauſe why 
the ek nagar? he engaged for the Covenant againſt the King and the Church: Had he ſpent bur half 
$kill in Anti- fo many hours in that, as he did in the ſtudy of other things, he had never moved fo 
quity in the excentrically to the Church, nor done thoſe chmgs for which he expiated with tears 
Modern Di- before his late Bleſſed Majeſty at Newcaſtle; afterwards ipending the ſbort remain- 
vines, der of his Life in a ſorrowful, Penitential Retirement, for which he grew ſuſpected of 
his Brethren of the Covenant, who called him Apoſtate from the Cauſe. There are 
many Perſons yer alive who can teſtihe this to be true; which may teach all Divines 
how dangeroze 1t is for them to Live in Ignorance of Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, which 
is ſo eafily acquired, and fo uſeful to be known. That comprehenſive Genius, Mr. 
Calvin, wanted nothing but this ro make him as Orthodox and Con/ummate Divine as 
ever was in the Church of God. For had he been bur half as well verſed in the more 
Primitive Eccleſiaſtical Writers, as he was in St. Auguſtine, he had never coyned 
(*) ts Defenſ. lb. the Notion of a Lay-Elder, Detendedthe Horrible Decree, or 
offic , Py Defenſ 0 been expoſed for ſo many groſs Abſurdities by the Excellent 
F ; Pen of the P:ovs and Meek Caſſander. (*) ' 
But to conclude this Digreſſion with Mr. Henderſon, there were very few among our 
Covenanting Miniſters comparable to him for Prudence and Learning ; yet even the 
Lowermoſt Form of our former Presbyterianswere great Men in compariſon to theſe, 
of the Remonſtrator Fation, who are all Burning Zeal, but no Knowledge, as you 
will perceive not only by the ſequel of this Story, but this Letter of an Ignorant Mi» 


nilter that lately Rewvolred from our Church. 


SIR, 
A Received your Letter of the 15th. of July, wherein you ſay, That on the firſt Wed- 
-c-vamd neſday of Auguſt, you are to have a Presbytery ( you ought to have termed it a 
an Ignorant w g F Ha" 

Miniſter, thar Meeting "of the Exerciſe ) and on the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, a Provincial 
Revolted from meeting with your Biſhop of Rothelay ; and once for all I d:ſire you may take the for 
nc Church. ax abſolute Anſwer. Firſt, That God hath of a long time been dealing with my Con- 
ſcience, but eſpecially ſince October laſt, when T was called to Mul to Eletting Mr. 

Andrew Wood Biſhoj (1 confeſs his want of the Iriſh Language did ſtick with me, 

beſides many other things as well now as before, about the Election of Mr. James Ram- 

ſey, and all of you, ſave one, did then profeſs, that they did ſtick with you alſo, though 

2ow you have ſwallowed down that Pill with mayy more) and that in fuch an Ex- 

traordinary dreadful, and terrible manner, for my engaging to Prelacy, and a Lordly 
Government over the Church of Chriſt (contrary to which there lie ſo many ties, and 

obligations on this Land) that with the Grace of God I would not adventure to abide 

the terror of the Lord for all the ſtipends and preferments in Europe. And truly the 

worſt I wiſh to. you, or any Prelate #n Britain or Ireland, or their adherents «, that they 

may hate as ſound a yoking with their Conſciences, as I bave had, if they be not, 
incorrigible Enemies of Chriſt. Next, upon ſerious ſearch of the Word of God, and 

of Antiquity, I am the more confirm'd in my Reſolution. Blondellus, Salmatius, Ger- 

ſon, Bucer, yes the whole current of Primitive Fathers, eſpecially Sme&tymnuus, have 

windicated Presbytery againſt the whole World. I want not many more (olid Reaſons 

Io add, only I ſuppoſe You could never be ſatisfied in them, and therefore I for- 
bear. 
To «« clude, I do bere before God, and the whole World profeſs my diſowning 0 
Lordly Prelacy, as it # 2 Eſtabliſhed i» our Land, which 4 ——_— Booſt *, 

engag'd into, and my firm and reſolute adherence to the DoEtrine, Worſhip, Diſct- 
pline, and Government of the Church of Scotland, as it was profeſſed in this Nation, 
from the year of our Lord 205. and dowmvard for the ſpace of 2.30 years, and then 


ſince the year 1580. till the year 1610. and then from the year 1638. till the year 
oy 1661; 
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1661. and from thence down-wards by many Godly in theſe three Lands, till this very 
day &; and more particularly to the point, that Government of Chriſts Church by an 
equality, and parity of Paſtors, and Minilters, all of them with one ſhoulder carrying 
on the work of the Lord, and — the Keys of Order, and Juriſdiction, Doct- 
rine and Diſcipline inp Communi, according to due Order, and feeding the flock of God, 
not as being Lords of Gods Heritage, but enſamples to the flock : Tea, I do here ( with 
all the Lords faithful Servants and Witneſſes in theſe three Lands, both in the preſent, 
and ſome former Generations, and with all the Lords Wirneſling, and Sufferin g Servants 
and People, that have been, or now are in this Land, or preſent Generation) confeſs 
and bear my Wuneſs, and Teſtimony, to the cauſe of God, and work of Reformation 
{o much as was attained thereof, how afflited, and born down now ſoever, and to the 
Confeſſions of Faith of 5he Church of Scotland, and of the three Kingdoms, and to 
the rational, and trinational Covenant, and that I do rather chooſe to ſuffer affliction 
with the poor m_—_ people LA God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, 
eſteeming the reproaches for Chriſt greater riches than all the pleaſures, and preter- 
ments in the World. I deſire you with your Brethren 50 conſider thoſe Scriptures, 
and take them home to you : Ila. 66.5. Zechary 11. 5. John 16. 2,3. John 9. 1. 
10. Remember, your worthy Bedfellow, that « this day I bope in glory, ſhall bear 
Wirnels againſt you. Farewel for ever Lordly Prelacy, for Thad never a joytul hour 
ſince I engaged therein; and welcome, welcome my dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I embrace 
thee with the arms of my Soul, and thy Croſs. I profeſs this, confeſs thee bearing my 
Teſtimony to thee, and thy perſecuted Truth by thy blood, and the word of thy 
Teſtimony, and not loving my life unto the death, T hope to overcome. 


Cambre-lle, Au- Sic ſubſcribir, Alex. Symer, Miniſter of 
guſt 6. 1677, the Goſpel at Cambre. 


Unleſs you are verſed in our Hiſtorian Buchanan, you will wonder, why this Learned "OR FS 03 
Antiquarian ſhould afſert,that the Government of our. Church was Os 7 from the gt in hs. 
firſt plantation of the Goſpel in 205, or rather 203. till the arrival of Pallaaras in ing the Go- 
the middle of the fifth Century. You muſt know therefore that all the Authority vernment of 
our Presbyterians have for this aſſertion, is from Buchanan , that furious Enemy of *** _ chof 
Biſbops, who in the fifth Book of his Hiſtory, writes, that the Church, in the atore- pn 
ſaid time, was not Governed by Biſhops, but by the Monks or Culdees ; which, were byterian at the 
it trite, as it is falſe, would prove that the Government of the Church in that interval fr. 
was not Pre»byterian,burt perfectly Laicahſeeing it was long after that time that Monks 
were admitted among the Clergy, and permitted to meddle with Church-affairs. But 
you may find a /arger Confutation of this groundleſs Afſertion of Buchanan in Archs 


Biſhop Spot/wood's Hiſtory, in the ſeven firſt pages of the firſ# Book. 


$. 4. But now to proceed to the continuation of my Account of Mr. Mitchel. I have al- 
ready told you how he ſculked about, becauſe of his being engaged in the Rebellion, 
in 1666, during which time, he took up the Reſolution of Aſſaſſinating the Lord Pri- 
mate, and languiſhed away for want ot an Opportunity to put his inbumane Deſign 
in execution. Ar laſt, having obſerved that the Lord Arch-Biſhop uſed always to go ,,,,, - 
about this Town in his Coach, he determined to Piſtol him in it; and accordingly on ;; the he wy 
Saturday the ninth day of Fuly, 1668. diſcharged a Piſtol loaden with three Bullets Biſhop, and 
at him, which were intercepted by the Arm of the Reverend Father in God, the Lord wounds the Bi- 
Biſhop of Orkney, who at the ſame inſtant was getting into his Grace's Coach : As _— Oriny 
ſoon as he had ſhaf, he walked faſt away, and as he crofled the Street, the Primate — 
got a view of his Face. He was not immediately purſued, which gave him Opportu- 
nity to eſcape into the Houſe of one Ferguſon, an ejeFed Miniſter ; which being in 


an obſcure place of the Town, he had prepared for a Retreat, in caſe he could get ſafe Having Dif- 
thither. | youu himſelf, 
There having Diſguiſed himſelf, by putting on a Periwig, and changing his ee neo 
Cloaths, he immediately went into the _ again, and made as 'great a bufe a ae + eek or the 
Ine, 


% 


. Is brought to 
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in the throng to find out the 4ſſaſſine, who had ſhot at the Primate, and, as he hoped, 
had killed im in his Coach. He was known by none in the crowd, but by three 
of his Confederates, who bad come to Town on purpoſe to aſſiſt him in his Bloody De- 
gn. 

Their Deſignations or Titles were, Barſcob, Mandroget, and Major Lermonth, who 
had been Ringleaders in the Rebellion of Pentland-Hills, The Aſſaſſine joyn'd himſelf 
He retires .with With theſe three ; and after a Conſulration what they ſhould 4s for their further Secw- 
his Accompli- rity, they unanimouſly Reſolved to retire into the Garden of Sir Archibald Primroſe, 
ces into Sir A. the now Fuſtice General, or, to ſpeak in your Phraſe, the Lord Chief Fuſtice, who had 
: rimroſe's Gar- for many years the mufortune to be eſteemed a favourer and encourager of the Fana- 
= tical Fa#1en; though it be hard to 1magine how a man that hath gotten fo great an 
Eſtate by the King's Royal Bounty, ſhould have ſo much favour for the worſt of his 

Subjets, unleſs he hath loſt all ſenſe of Gratitude and Honour. 

Certain it is, that there are ſuch Monſters of Diſloyalty and Ingratitude in the World ; 
and as certain it is, (though he be nor one of them ) that the Credzir he hath with 
that Parry encouraged this Murnival of Rebels and Murderers to ſhelter themſelves the 
following Night, within his Precin#,rather than any other mans in this Populozs Town. 
Bur the Morning approaching, they thought it ſafer to quit the Town; and the 

He makes 2 fi- other three conducting Mr. Fames Mitchel, he made a final eſcape by their aſſiſtance, 
nal eſcape into and was never after {zen in this Cowuntrey, till the latter end of 16723. 
Holland,S©. In this Interval betwixt Fly, 68. and the latter end of 73. he had Rambled 
through Holland, England, and Ireland, from whence he returned to his Countrey, 
But in 1673. Refolv'd ( as it ſeems) to Aſſaſſine the Primate again. Not long after his return he 
Ternrns ag2m Married, and Repaired with his Wife to Edenburgh, preſuming that after more than 
with a Refolu- " . 
tion to execure FVe Years abſence, he might Live #mcognito here; at leaſt fo long, till he could find 
the Bloody De- an Opportunity to execute his Bloody Delign. In Order to which, he hired a = 
fign he had be- within a Door or two of the Primate's Lodgings, where his H/ife pretended to ſell To- 
fore failed in. þacco, and ſuch like things. 


$. 5. But he had not long frequented there, before he was Diſcovered and Appre- 
Is Diſcovered, hended upon Swſpicion; and when he was raken, (which was on the fame day of the 
= Appcehen- 14;e&, and in the ſame place where he had ſtood to commit the Fa#) there were two 
. Piſtols found about him, in ſize and ſhape like that which the Primate ſaw him hold in 
his Hand, immediately after he had ſhot at his Grace ; and upon ſearch, they were alſo 
found to be charg'd with three Bulkts each. Being Apprehended by Sir William Sharp, 
he was immediately brought to his Byofber the Primate's Lodgings ; and though a great 
crowd had preſſed in after him, yet his Grace knew him at firſt ight from all the reſt 
(ſuch a deep impreſſion the tranſient view he got of him after the ſhor, had made up- 
on him) and going up to him, without any heſitation, he ſaid unto him, Tow, Sir, 
are the Man; upon which the wretch trembled and grew pale. 

Not long after, he was conven'd before the Privy Comncil, and the Duke of Lau- 
derdale, His Majeſties High Commiſſioner, then ſitting in Council; but he would Con- 
feſs nothing before them, which made the Right Honourable Board Depute a Com- 

Being Conven'd mittee for bis further Examination; before which he freely Confeſſed the Fa#, and 

before thePrivy S;oned his Confeſſion before the King's High Commiſſioner ſitting in Council, which 

bo we Nena the Lord Halton, the Treaſurer Deputy ; the Earl of Rothes, Lord Chancellour; and 
' ſome other of the Council, Subſcribed as Witneſſes; and this Paper was brought at 
his Tryal againſt him as a Judicial Confeſſion of his Crime. 

After this Examination of him before His Majeſties High Commiſſioner ſting in 
Comncil (which happened in February, 1674.) he was pur upon-bhis Tryal in the 

his Tryal, bur Criminal Court. But after his Libel, which your Law calls the Indictment, was Read, 
retrating his he denyed it, and retracted his Confeſſion, which he had freely made, without any pro- 
former Confeſ- miſe of Pardon, before the High Commiſſioner, and the Council; upon which, Sir 
_ w_ Nu- Fobn Nwubet, His Majeſties p". aha ( who, notwithſtanding his fair pretentions to 
mack roapeny wal the Church, either loves or fears the Fanatical Fai#ion too much ) ſeemed very much 
' ſurpriz/d, and defifted immediately from his Proſecution, deſiring the Judges to Ad- 

journ the Court; and from that time would never purſue the Murderons Villain again, 

and althongh he was obliged by his Office to do it, as well as by the Arch-Biſhop, who 

in cauſa ſangnins, would not purſue him himſelf. The Fudges alſo at that time had 

no 


a 
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no great' fomach to ſit upon the Tryal of this Bloody Saint ; ſo that the Privy Comn- 
cil. were forced to ſend him Priſoner to the Baſs (a Rock in the Forth, where 1 wiſh 
all his Brethren were) where he continued till-the latter end of laſt December, when 
the Privy Council ſent for him to be Tryed again. 

About this time it was rumoured in the Town and Countrey, that the Whiggs ( for It was Ru- 
ſo we call Fanaticks) Delign'd to take off both the Arch-Bifhops, and ſome other 99ur'd about, 
Biſhops, by Aſſaſſination; and likewiſe yehement Suſpicions and Preſumptions were __ on SRP" 
tound,' that they had the like Deſign on other Eminent Perſons who were molt con- Mo Ati th 
cern'd, and reſobv'd to ſec them reduc'd ro Order and Obedience. And therefore the wo Arch-Bi- 
Comncil thought it expecient to prevent ſuch Barharows Attempts, and ſecure the Lives ſhops, and 0- 
of His Majelties Faithfu! Mimſters, to bring Mr. Mitchel to Publick Tuftice, that ——— 
the Remonſtrator Presbyterians of our Countrey might fee what their Clements and Ra- ha: 
willacs were to expect. ; 


F$. 6. Sincethe Duke of Lauderdz/e came laſt hither, Sir Joby N#bet refign'd his q,. & 1. 
Charge, and His Majeſty put Sir George Mackenzy, a Learned and Worthy Gentleman zy Lad 
into his Place ; who in Obedience to the Order of thi: Privy Council, purſucd this Cer Advocats, and 
mon Enemy of Mazkind, with a Courage and Z:al, tizar hecame ſuch a Gallant Man, R*:lves to 
and a good Chriſtian; although he fore-faw he mv'* for ever 4d;ſoblig: that implacable Pie 7 rheb 
party which hath fworrg*to extirpate Epiſcopacy h'1-. 

You may ealily judge with what Deliberation <.al Caution this Af/cr-ants Procel jr. mr or 
was made, ſeeing his Tryal was dependant four d1vs; tor he was Arrargy,'d mn More 6-16, » 7 Sir 
day the feventh of Famuary, in the Morning, and received not Sentence tull cue to: F.0126 
lowing Thurſday at Two in the Afternoon. ner = 

As the Privy Council were very Toft ſo they were exceeding Merciful to this inba- p59 
mane Man; for at the inſtance of His Majeſties Advocate, they Cornmanded Sir 
George Lockhart one of the beſt: Lawyers of this Nation to be of his Counſel; and 
had he been the greateſt Subje# of the three Kingdoms, his Cauſe could not have 
been more ſfrenuwouſly Deterided, nor his Proceſs made with more care, than it was 
by this Worthy Gentleman and Mr. Fobn Eli, who was likewiſe appointed to be his 
Advocate. 

The firſt day of the Tryal was ſpent in Reading the Libel, and diſcuſſing ſome pre- 54. «., 
__ ___ tis ro-be Cr— by an Interlocutory Sentence before the cor —_— 
Aſſize (which you call the Jury, ) could be :mpannelked, and the Witnefles ſworn. hibired againſt 
The Idi#ment ſet forth, how that the Panel (for fo we call the Priſoner at the bim- 

Bar, ) notwithſtanding that by the Law of Nature and Nations, and the Laws and 
Statutes of this Realm, Murder, and Aﬀeating and Attempting upon any Perſon, by 
way of —_ Felony, per infidias & induſtriam, of purpoſe and defign io kill, 
are moſt atrocions and deteſfable Crimes, eſpecially when committed ons, Perſons 
in Authority or of the Sacred Funttion ; and particularly, it being Stature by the 
4. Af. 16.Parl. Fac.6. That whatſoever Perſon invaves o2 piiti:es ay of 
the Lo2ds of Seffion, Secret Coluncit, 02 any of His Yajeitics Of- 
ficers fo2 doing of His Bajeſties Service, ſhall be !2:11ihea with 
Death. And by the ſeventh A#. r. Parl.Car. 1. 1633. it is Statute, T'zat the 
ſame thalt be ertended to ail Arch-Biſhops, Biihops , and Dirntfters 
whatfoever, And by the 4. A#. 2. Parl. 2.Seff. Car.2. Ir is Statute, That what- 
foever {erſons ſha{l be guilty of Aſſauiting the Lives of Winiſters, 
that they ſhall be Puniſhed with the pain of Death, and Canfiication 
of thetr Mobeables, And by the Laws and As of Parliament of this King- 
dom, the Mutilation or Diſmembration of any of His Majeſties Subjefs by way of 
fore-thought felony, is an High and Capital Offence, and Puniſhed with the pain of 
Death. Yet nevertheleſs the faid Pannel, having ſhaken off all fear of God,  &c. 
and having contraQtcd a dcadly Hatred and Malice againſt, did moſt Cruelly and Felo- 
niouſly Aflault Fames, Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, and Wounded in the Arm, 
Andrew, Biſhop of Orkney ( whereof he Languiſhing, afterward died) (as is before 
at large related) and after ſeveral aggravations of the Crime, concludes from the 
Premiſes that the Pawnel (to uſe the very words of the Libel) * was guilty of the atro- 
* cious Crimes of Murder and Aſſaſſjnation,by way of fore-thought felony, and was a 
* Percuſſor and Sicarizes ; and of Muzilation, and of the other Crimes above mentioned z 
an 
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*end was art and part of the ſame, and of one or other of the ſaid Crimes ; and there- 
*fore the ſaid pains ought to be anflified upon him, as a Murderer and Aſſaſſinate, and 
;as guilty of the Crimes aforeſaid, in an exemplary manner, 10 the terror of others to 
© commit the like hereafter. 


Then, after a Warrant produced to Order Sir George Mackenzy to be Purſuer for 
the King, and an A# ot the Privy Council, impowring Sir George Lockhart and 
Mr. Fohn Eleis to be Advocates to the Papnel, and both Parties having allowed the 
Fuſtice General to be Judge, _—— he was cited by both the Pur/uer and De- 
He Pleads, Noe fender as a Witneſs ; then Mr. Fames Mitchel the Pannel, denycd the Dittay (which 
you call the Indiment) and any pretended Confeſſion emitted by him, that is, in 
your Law Phraſe, Pleaced, Not Guilty. 
Mr. Z/-is is  Whereupon Mr. Elex for the Pannel alledged, © That he cannot paſs to the know- 
Argament for * ledge of an Aſſiſe, becauſe the concluſion of the Libel, ( wiz.) That the Pannel was 
the Priſoner, © = of Murder, could not be infer'd from any thing mentioned in the ſaid Libel; 
© becauſe, 1. Ir ſets forth only a nudus conatus, & affetl ns ſine effettu, which except 
* in ſome notoriows Crimes, as Treaſon, &c. 1s not puniſhable with Death, and conle- 
* quently, becauſe puniſhments are proportioned to Crimes, cannot amount to Murder, 
«fr which he cited ſeveral Autborzties from the Dottors of the Civil Law ; and that our 
* Law dehn'd Murder to be interfefio per feloniam, which in his caſe was not pre- 
© tended.” 2. Whereas he was accuſed of Aſſaſſination; though it were allowed to be 
*2 Crimein our Law, which yet he utterly denyed; yet becaule it is not ſet forth to 
* be done for hire, which is an Eſſential to that Crime, he cannot be concluded guilty 
* of that Crime, nor conſequently upon that account, of Murder. 3. Foraſmuch as 
© he is Indicted upon the AtF of | 9 x for &:ſmembration, and 1t is only ſhewed 
© he was guilty of Mutilation,he cannot be concluded within that Af,which makes D#/- 
© metmbration only puniſhable as Murder; and though Mutilation was intended with- | 
*;nthar A#, yet the Libel did not infer the Panzelto be guilty ; for it neither ſhewed 
*the Fatt to be of fore-thought Felony, nor that he was purſued by the Party 1Mu- 
* tilated; both which are exprefly required by. that A# : Beſides *tis probable the 4 
* it {elf 15 exolete, for it does not appear that axy has been Puniſhed upon zt : And fur- 
* ther, though it be inſinuared, that the Biſhop languiſhed of that Yound till Death, 
© yet becauſe it is not Libelled that the Wound was ſud naturd lethal,” he cannot be 
* concluded within the guilt of Murder. 4. Whereas he was Indifted upon the A# 
© of Parliament anent Invading of Privy Councelloyrs ; yet it not being Libelled, that 
' * the cauſe of the Invaſion of the Arch-Biſhop was upon the Account that he was in 
© Proſecution of His Majelties Service, which required by the 4, he could not fall 
* within the compaſs of i. 5. Whereas he was Accuſed upon the A& anent Inva- 
© ding Miniſters; though the Lbel were true, yet it did not prove him guilty of A4ur- 
© er; the Puniſhment inflicted by that A&# being onely Confiſcation of Moveables. 
© In the next place, he endeavoured to ſhew the Lsbel was defective, foraſmuch 
© as it ſeem'd to be founded upon a Confeſſion, which could not be made uſe of as a 
© ſole or conjunt# probation againſt the Pannel for theſe Reaſons following. 1. Be- 
* cauſe it was, extrajudicial, in regard it was not made un preſence of the Aſſize, who 
* are Fudges of the Probation, but contrary to the go AG. 2. Parl. Fac. 2. Becauſe 
*;t was drawn from him ſpe venie & immunitats, for Proof whereof the Paxnel did 
* repeat his exculpation,and prayed that the Witneſſes might be Examined thereto. 3. Be- 
* cauſe the Conf [hon was taken upon Oath, which being in materid criminali & Ca- 
: __w ” which Oaths cannot be taken, the Law renders the Confeſſion void and\ 
* rxvwall 
This Learned Gentleman having thus concluded his Argument ; My Lord Adve- 
The Lord Ag. £4te, in Anfiver thereto, made his Reply to this effeft, * That nudas conarns, though 
vocate's Reply © nothing follow, both by AZ# of Parliament and Common Law, is ſufficient to inter 
upon the fore- * the pain of Death, and IP ro maintain the Libe/: And, 1. He inſtanced 
going Argu- *rthe 4th. AZ. 16. Perl. Fac. 6. by which nudas conatizs, attempting and invading a 
es © Privy Counſellour is Puniſhable with Death ; and that the Pannel did attempt the Arch- 
* Biſhop and a Counſellour, and that that Attempt, devenit ad Attum proximum is paſt 
* Diſpute. And whereas it, was ſaid, that it muſt be proved that it was for doing His 
* Majeltics Service. He Anſwers, That that muſt needs be preſumed where the Party 
* was a Stranger, and could have no Luarrel with him but for doing his Duty ; for 
*the Deſign of the Atrempter being a Secret AF of the Mind, it cannot be proved 


Guilty. 


© other- 
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© otherwiſe than by the ſimple attempt ;it therefore lay'd on the part of the Panel, td 
© ſhew that it was for ſome other Reaſon; and if it ſhould be otherwiſe; this A# 
* would be altogether wſele/s, becauſe that could not be a Prote&ion for Privy Coun- 
* ſellours, which 1s only granted ro them under a qualification which is impotlible to 
* be proved: And urged it as an Inſtance, that it the Brother of the Pannel ſhould 
* atrempt to kill the Fudge or King's Advocate after a Proceſs, no Body would 
"ſay, it was neceſlary to prove the Defign otherwiſe than by the natural contin- 
* gency, which as obvious would ariſe from the circumſtances of the perpetration. 
* And that beſides, the Caſe of Mitchel was ſtronger, for over and above the preſump- 
© tjon of the Law above-ſaid, 1. Mr. Mitchel was a Perſon who could pretend no 
© private grudge betwixt the Arch-Biſhop and bim, they being meer ſtrangers. 2. He 
« owned himſelf to be of a Profeſſion that hates the Hierarchy, of which the Biſhop 
© was o7e. 3- It can be proved that he Defended himſelf, and ſaid, it was Lawful 
* to kill fuch. 4. That it was diſtinly and ſpecifically offered to be proved, that 
© he acknowledged the reaſon why he ſhot at the Lord Primate, was, becauſe he did 
* Proſecute the Rebels of Pemtland-Hills. Nor, added the Lord Advocate further, can 
* the A#s of the Mind be proved by any other Arguments and Circumſtances than 
© theſe. Then he inſtanced the A&s anent Iwvading Miniſters, which appoints that 
* crimes ſhould be puniſhed with all Rigour, and. what that Rigour was, the laſt 4# 
' © of this King ſufficiently declares; which though it be poſterior to the crime yet it 
© being a Declarative Law, does not add a new Puno bur determines what 
© was doubtful before, and only aſcertains what puniſhment was due by the former 
*Law, but was not ſo clear as not to be capable of Controvtrſie. 
© And whereas it was faid in favour of the Pannel, that' Aſſaſſination was a crime 
© unknown to our Law; and if it were not, that taking of money was an eſſential 
'* quality to infer a man guilty of it. He Anſwered, 1. Thar if a conſtant Tying in 
© wait with a Deſign to kill clandeſtinely & per inſidias, any man without any prove- 
6 cation before given, were not raiſed toa degree of det:ſtation above Murder, our Na- 
© :;0w ought to be accounted wore Barbarous than the Laplanders or Tartars, becauſe 
©;n ſuch a caſe as this, we can plead no excuſe from the frailty of Nature, or the 
© bheadineſs of Paſſion, but on the contrary, the Common-wealth could never be ſecure 
*ſo long as ſuch a Viper was ſuffered to live, who wanted nothing but Opportunity 
©to kill all Mankind. 2. That the ſpeciality of raking Money was not Neteſſary, that 
© being onely Demonſtrative, and not Reſftritt;ve; belides that, the crime was leſs ex- 
*cuſable in the Pannel, becauſe he did it without that Temptation, which might in ſome 
© meaſure have palliated the atrocity of it. + 20x "26 
© ** And whereas it was alledged, that the Panel did Confeſs upon Promiſe of Pardon, 
© 1nd for that Reaſon ought not to have ſuffered the Severity of the Law. He-Re- 
*plyed, That that Plea could avail him notbing, becauſe,- r. He did not expreſly 
* pation that his Confeſſion ſhould not Operate againſt him, or art leaſt, if he did, it lay 
* upon him. to prove it. 2. Becauſe the Promiſe of Life from a Fudge, who is nor 
© empowred to grant the ſame, is not of any force; for if it were, every Fudge might 
; FL himſelf a King, and grant Remiſſions at his Pleaſure; and though the Law be 
© very tender of the Life of a Man, and leſt he ſhould be trepar'd out of it by a Fudge 
© who may -terrifie him, or threaten him, or uſe any other illegal way to force from 
© him a Confeſſion, in proſoctes to himſelf or his Friends, has provided, that ſuch 
© a Confeſſion lo extorted, d not be walid: Yet in this caſe the Pannel could not 
©oretend to any Benehrt by it, becauſe he was not only highly ſuſpeRed, and had both 
ber and offer the time of his Confeſſion, publickly owned the Fa#, and endeavour- 
*edto Ek it; but becauſe no manner of threatning or compulſion was uſed ro make 
© him Confeſs : And therefore the Proteſtation denying the Libel, could not be ſuſtained, 
© it being evidently contraria fa#o, and conſequently his Confeſſion ought to remairi 
© in full force againſt him, unleſs. he could prove his Innocence, and ſhew the Reaſori 
*of his Error, by alledging that he was alzbi, or that there'was ſevere threatning 
© or torture uſed, whereby he might excuſe his Retra#ation ; which if he could not 
©do, the Law would conſider him, the Party confeſſing, ſtill Guilty; and fo never. ſe- 
© cure him, eſpecially ſince the matter of Fat# was fo ealily proveable upon him fron 
the many Circumſtances that attended it; ſo that he, according to Clarws, as Rewt 
© indicis gravatus erat morte plettenduc. | 
 * As to what was Objedted againſt the Confeſſion, Extrajudicial, it was _—_— 
| k 
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* That to lay any ſtreſs upon that Argument, was only ludere in termins, to turn the 
* Law, which was Founded upon Reaſon, into meer terms of Art, becauſe, 1. There 
* can be no fort of Probation ſo certain as that of Confeſſion, ſince Witneſſes may be 
* corrupted by Money, and biefſed by Malice im prejudice of a Man; when it cannot 
© be preſumed, that a Man would wrongfully Accule himſelf upon ſerious and mature 
© deliberation. And, 2. Becauſe the Notion of Extrajudicial was miſtaken and miſ- 
* zpplyed; for the riſe of that Maxime, that Extrsjudicial Confeſſions are not valid, was 
* only to exclude Probation upon Confeſſions emitted where there was no Judge, nor 
© no defign of Enquiry; as when a Man-rafhly, and at an adventure owns a Fat, of 
* which he might nor be Guilty, either out of Oſtentation, or to pleaſe the Company, 
* or out of Merriment; bur that tha was not deſigned to reach thoſe Confeſſions which 
© were Solemnly and Deliberately made before thoſe that have _ Exarmne. 

* Beſides, it was further wrged, that this Confeſſion was Judicial, tince it was taken 
* by the Authority of the Prevy Council, the Swpream Judicatory of the Nation, in 
* which the Civil, and Faftice Court are as it were comprehended; and the King bein 
* preſumed to be there preſent, that it was abfurd to think a Confeſſion there _—_ 
**{hould not be binding. 2. Becauſe that Principle in Law, that Confeſſio coram Fudi- 
* cie tncompetente, does not hold, is only where Judex eff incompetens tam ad maquiſi- 
* tionem quam ad accuſationem, Which could not be pretended in this Caſe, becauſe 
* the Tudge before whom this Confeſſion was emitted , was the ordinary Judge of Ir 
* quifirion and Tryal in Criminal Cauſes. And 3. Becauſe the Confeſ5ron was made 1n 
* the Preſence of His Majeſties Privy Counciland the Lord High Commiſn:1ener, mm whom 
*all rhe Judicatories of ” the Kingdom do eminently reſide, and who might have ſent 
6 yy _ to the Scaffe/d, without any Aſ55ze, ſeeing in confitentem wile ſunt partes 

udics. 

* Andthough a Man might in favour be allowed to retraCt a Confeſsion raſhly and 
* inconſiderately made, _ where the Error appears upon Proof; | + withour that, 
* it was never granted to an obſtimate Pawel, who does not docere de errore ; tor, fay 
| *the Dodtors, the Guilt is rather beightened by an impudent Lie, than leſſened by that 
* Retrattion. And beſides, here is not only a bare Confeſsion, but other collateral Cir- 
© cumſtances, which maketh it weri/imils, ſuch as Perſons, who ſaw him run away, 
*2nd his o-ning of the Principle which induced him to do the Fa#: So that he is fo 
v far from giving a Reaſon whiy he ſhould retra#, that his Confeſsion is rather back*d 
* and made ſtronger with all theſe concwrring Circumſtances of Truth. And as to that 
* Objeftion Founded the A# of Parkament : "That, Probation muſt be made in 
*the preſence of the Aſsize; it was Anſwered, Thar that A# was miſtaken, ſeeing the 
© tent of it was only to Corre# a Batbarows Cuſtom, that allowed Arcuſers to pro- 
* duce what Hiitings and Witneſſes they pleaſed for the Probation of the Crime, where- 
© by to preclude the Panel of what he could fay againſt the ſame: Nor was it ever 
, ro wo from that A of Parkament, that no Paper whatſoever ſhould be ſufficient 
s bur what was owned by the Pannel in preſence of the Aſrize; for Letters under the 
© PaxnePs Hand are daily produced, though he deny the Sabſcription, yet it will 
© be ſufficient ro prove by Witneſſes, or —_—_— of Letters, that he did Subſcribe. 
© Nor does that At of Parliament conclude, t Confeſsions before the Lords of the 
© Seſiion, in matters of Palſhood and Dereir, may not be probative; nor Confeſsions 
* taken before the Fuftices, though no Aſ5ize be preſent, though neither can the Ju- 
* ſhops Cordemn without an Aflize;* nor does that AF of F arliament prove more a- 
© gainſt that caſe than this, as is manifeſt from the Caſe of one Gibſon, 'who ſuffered 
*Death upon a Confeſſion made in the Tolbooth. Anti further, he urged, that fince 
| pum_ were a ſufficient Fonndation for a Criminal-Sentence, as 1s daily feen, be 
*could ſee no Reaſon why a Maris Confeſſion emitted ſeriouſly in; col4 blood thould tor 
* be fo too, ſince that is more than preſumptive: And as there could be nothing more 
* dangerous ro the Cormon-Wealth, than that Crimes ſhould be thus rendred awnſcarch- 
© able; ſo there could be no hazard to the People, on the other hand, when they are 
* made their 02w» Judges, and ſhall be allowed to prove Error, Force, of Mifake; and 
* this Probation had been in all Ages and Nations uncontroverted, as David commands 
Fed the _— to be ſiary, who ſaid, he had killed Seri, upon his ows Confeſſion, with- 
* out any further enquiry, giving this as an /fronable Reafon, That be had Con- 
* demmed himſelf out of his own mouth. And Hough Confeſſions were not allowed in 
*other caſes, yet in thu, where the Crime was fo atrocionr, and the Diſtovery lo diffi. 


cnt, 
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* cult, the Law would remit ſomewhar of its ordinary rigour in exating clear probas 
*:;0n, as we ſee it doth in Criminibus domeſtics. And indeed, if $ were not 
«allowed of in ſuch Caſes as ths when the horror of the newly committed Crime ſoftens 
© their hearts, and extorts acknowledgment, it would be in vain to expect it after they 
© have Jain among a company of harden: d Malefattors, their Conſciences being grown 
* callons, and acquainted with the Ide of the Crime, and thereby having learnt the 
© Art of Retrat1on; fo that thereby we ſhould be deprived of the frongef Proof of 
© a Criminal's Guilt. | 

Then my Lord Advocate declared, "That he did not at this time infilt upon the Par® The Lora Ad- 
nels converſing with Rebels. And fince ſhooting at a Bifhop or Miniſter is not declared vocate's Decla> 
Capital, before the late A# of Parl. 1670. he inhited uponthe ſame for an Arbitrary ration. 
Puniſhment. And inſiſted upon Mutilation as Capital, upon the A&# againſt Diſmens 
bration, which is reddere membrum inutile; and a Man 1s as much Diſmembred that 
has an w/eleſs Hand, as he that has #0 Hand, And infilted upon 152 2.8 AG. 3. Parl. 

Fac. 4. whereby Slaughter and Mwtilation upon fore-rhought Felony, are equiparat, 
and both Puniſhable with Death. 

To this, Sir George Lockhart for the Pannel rejoyned, © That the Libel was no way gir Geo. Lock- 

© (ufficient, as Pia upon the 4. Att. 16 Par. 4 fac. and, That the Def: nce was no hart's Rejoyn-" 
© way evaded by the Reply. For he ſaid, There was an expreſs —_—_— and Cond. der uponthe 
*t1on inthe Statuary part of that A#, Thar it ſhall be proved, I hat che Counſebours, ——— 
* Seſoners, and Officers were purſued and invaded for ot bus Highweſs's Service, 7 
* for which there was great Reaſon, fince this At was introductory of a new Law, viz. 
* That nwdas Conatus and attentatum, which before was only in Treaſon, ſhould be re- 
* pured crimen conjuratum in caſe of Invaſion of any of His Majcſti:s Officers. But 
* this neceſſary and #ntrinſick qualification was not ſo much as wentroned in the Libel,or 
© offered to be proved. | 

* And, That this could not be preſumed from the circumſtances and manner of com- 
© mitting the Fa, he faid, that the diſcharging His Majeſties Service was not a De» 
" Fn or ſecret purpoſe, bur a Matter Fac which conklted in an extrinfick Ation, 
* which might cafily be proved, and often occur, as where the Magiſtrate is in 
*atual Execution of His Majeftiee Authority. Nor vught the Panel to prove that it 
*was done upon fome private Buarrel, for that is contrary to the expreſs words of the 
* 48, which ordains, that it muſt be proved that the Invaſion was tor doing Hs M4a- 
©jeffies "Hay So that the Proof lies on His Majeſties Advocate's fide, and not the 
*Parmnels. | 

* As to what was alledged againſt the Pannel, that he gloried in the Fad, and per- 
© ſwaded others that it was Lawful: He ſaid, That was nv Qualification, which the 
© AF requires; and however that may aggravate the Crime, to induce a greater Arbi- 

* trary puniſhment, it could not infer the pair of Death, Ordained by that 4&#. 

*'Then he proceeded to ſhew, that the Libel was nor ſufficient, as Founded upon 
*the Common Law for tion: For ſuppoſing the Pannel Guilty of that which 
*the Civil Law calls 4 ion, yet he ſhould never incur the Penalty of Death: 

*For by the Laws of this King dow, and Atts of Parliament ; as the 4.8 A. Par. 3. 
*Fac. 1. AH 79. Par.g. Fac. 4. He faid, *twas Enated, That no Man ſhall hazard 
his Life but by ſome Law or AF# of Parliament of this Kingdom, therefore nor for 
* Aſſaſſination, which is a Crime only by the Roman Civil Law. But the Patnel was 
*no Aſſaſſine, becauſe not Hired, which is neceflary to that Crime; and therefore the 
* Libel, upon that account, is of cient and defettvoe. | | | 

* As to that point of the Libel, Founded upon the 28 AZ. Par. 3. Fac. 4. againſt 
. © Difmembration, he ſaid, that Mutilation is not Difmembration; and though alike 
* miſchievous, yet in Penal Laws, cortici verborum adberendum eft, and they are not 
*to be conſtrued paritate rations, nor extended de caſt in caſum. 

; *As ” —_— Is pro Adroveate, in te Fleet : Confeſſen he 

rejoyned, a Confeſſion elicit ſpe impunitere, though t e have no Power 
"to pardon, | J® the Co is eval, or at moſt but a qualified Confteilion, and can- 
*not be made ufe of, except the condstion be performed; wiz. thar he ſhould be per- 
* doned. And that notwithſtanding what had been ſaid, yet the Confeſſion was extre- 
judicial, and cited the Opinion of ſeveral Lowers, who ſay, that ons emuted 
coram judice competente ſed non ſedente pro tribunals, are extraſudic:a}, much more 
©when it is confeſſio emiſſs corams jadice non competents, nnd emne judex eſt incompe- 
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$ res, who cannot proceed ad condemnandum, as to the Crime, of which the Con- 
* feflion is emitted. And denied that the Lords of Privy Council have Juriſdiction in 
* criminalibrs. a 

To that which was alledged, That a Confeſſion cannot be retra&ed, unleſs the 
*Party could docere de errore, and purge his Innocence, he ſaid, That was intended 
*when the Confeſſion was before a competent Fudge, and not when coram judice in- 
© competente ad condemnandum. 

* Laſtly, He made uſe of the Act of the 9g Par. Fac. 6. Ordaining all probation to 
* be had in preſence of the Aſſize, and faid, Though in the particular caſe of Deceits 
© pronounced before the Lords of Seſſion , Confellion be allowed, whereupon the 
* Aſſize may and ought to condemn,that this Caſe cannot be extended to Criminals. To 
*the Caſe of Mr. Napp, he faid, That therein were Depoſitions of Wtneſſes taken : 
To thar of David, he ſaid, It did not. appear, that the Party did retract his Confe/- 
* fon; and fo that inſtance proves either n1mium or nibil. 

And thus that Learned Lawyer having concluded his Argument, and ſaid as much 
for the Pannel as the Cauſe would bear, and that with all the Addreſs and SEP that 
could be expected from ſo great a Man ; the Court, for that day ( being the 7:h.of 
Fanuary laſt) broke up. And having in the mean time duly weighed and conſidered 
what had been urged on both ſides for and againſt the Parnel, met again in the ſame 
Place to deliver their Interlocutory, and proceed to the .Tryal of this deſperate Villain, 
on the Ninth day of the fame Month, and accordingly they gave the following De- 
termination of the Points in Di/pute, to the great Satwfattion of all good and Lonef 
Men, which I have Tranſcribed trom the Record of the Court, where I found it 1n 


theſe following words. 


The Interlocu. *'The Lords Commiſſioners of Fuſticiary having this day conſidered the Dirray of 


tory of the 


* Mr. James Mitchel, and the Debate relating thereto, found that part of the Dutay 


Lords Commiſ* « fgynded upon the 4 A#. 16 Par. Jac. 6. bearing the Pannels invading by ſhooting 


fioners of the 
Juſticiary. 


*and hiring of a Piſtol at his Grace the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, a Privy Coanſelor, 
for doing of His Majeſties : Service, Relevantly Libelled. His Majeſties Advocate 
©proving the preſumption in his Reply, viz. "That the Pannel (aid, that he made the 
*{ame Attempt and Invaſion, becaule of the Arch-Biſhop his Proſecuting thoſe that were 
*in the Rebellion at Pentland, or ſore words to that purpeſe, relevant to infer the pais 
*contained in the foreſaid AF of Parliament, and remits the ſame to the knowledge of 
©an Aſ(ſize. 

a likewiſe find that part of the Dittay anent the Invading of Biſhops and Mini- 
© ſters Relevant to infer an Arbitrary puniſhment, and remuts the ſame to the krowledge 


*of an Aſſize. bas | 
* And hkewiſe that Article of the Dittay anent the Invading, Wounding, and Mu- 
© :iJating of the Biſhop of Orkney, Relevant to infer an Arbitrary Puniſhment, and re- 


© mits the ſame to the knowledge of an Afjize. 


*And alſo having conſidered that part of the Debate anent the Pame/'s Confeſſion 
© made and emitted before a Committee appointed by Authority of Council to receive 
*ir, and thereafter adhered to, and renewed un preſence of His Majeſties High Commi/- 


. *Gener, and Lords of Privy Council, conven'd in Council, find it is Tudicial, and can- 


The Civil Law 


is the Common 


Law of Scot- 
land. 


*not be retracted. | 

* And alſo having conſidered the Debate and Defence againſt the ſaid Confeſſion, wiz. 
* That the ſaid Confeſfion. was emitted upon Promiſe or Aſſurance of mpunity of 
© Life and Limb, find the ſame Relevant to ſecure the Pannel as to Life and Limb, 
*reſerving to the Commiſſioners of Fuſticiary to inflict ſuch Arbitrary puniſhment as 
© they ſhall think. fir. in caſe the Defence ſhall be proven, and remits. the ſame to the 
* knowledge of an Aſſize. | | 

You may perceive by the terms wherein I am forced to couch the Relation of this 
IRS PUIP PI : Tryal, That we have much of the Civil Law; indeed it is the 
— p at *. -® Common Law of .our Countrey, and takes place in all Caſes 

ute ie $e 12" 2* "that cannot be determined. by our Statute or Canſuetudinary 
Laws. I know very well you underſtand-nothing -'4 it, bur yet your Reaſon cannot 
bur ſuggeſt unto you, [that an I»terlocutory is oppolite to. a Definitive Sentence ; and 
that as this1s, nothing but the final doom, confiling in Abſolution or Condemmation of 
the Criminal: So the other is a Deciſion of ſuch inqdent,and emergent matters of Law 
as intervene betwixt.the beginning and end. of the Cauſe. Lancelos. Inſti. Juris Canon, 
d.3: Tit.15. Paragr. 1. : Foe Bur 
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But to return to my Narrative,after the Interlocutory was pronounced,the Fury was 
impannelled, and the Witneſſes ſworn, whoſe Depoſitions I ſhall ſer down as [ heard 
them, and I think I ſhall never forget them as long as I can remember my Name. 

To go on with them then in Order, after my Lord Advocate had produced the Pri- Mr. Paterſon's 
ſoner”s Confeſſion, the firſt Witneſs called was Mr. Paterſon, an Advocate, who De- Evidence. 

d, That immediately after the Shot ar my Lord Primate, he met a Man with a 
Piftol in Black-fryer-wind, but whether it was the Pannel or no, he could not be po- 

tive. 

4 Mr. Patrick Vauſe, Keeper of the Tolbooth (for ſo we call the Priſon here) De- wir. pa. Pauſe 
ned, that the Pannel a day or two before, or after he was Examined by the Privy Evidence. 

Council, Confeſſed to him, that he ſhot a Piſtol at the Arch-Biſhop, and eſcaped down 

Black-fryer-wind, and went up the Cow-gate, and into Mr. Kobert Ferguſon's Houle, 

and having put on a Periwig, came into the Street, and pretended to ſearch for the 

Man that Jad made the ſhort; but did not remember he heard Mitchel Juſtife rhe 

deed. 

Mr. Fobn Vauſe, the Keeper of the Tolbooth's Son, gave in Evidence, that having wr. 50b.Fauſe's 
asked the Pannel, how he could do ſuch a Barbarous Attion in cold Blood, againſt a Evidence. 
Man that had never done him wrong? He Anſwered, That it was not done in cold 
Blood, for the Blood of the Saints was reeking yet at the Croſs in Edenburgh. By the 
Saints he meant the Rebels at Pentland-Hills 1n 1666. one of which, he himſclt, as I 
have already told you, had been, and ſome Principals whereof, that were taken in the 
Field, had been Executed about two years before at the Croſs in Edenburgh. 

Fobn, Lord Biſhop of Galloway, now of Edenburgh (whom no g:ud Church-man 71, n;q,p of 
here ought to mention without Honour and Reſpect ) having tirit aſſerted the Priviledge Galloway's Evis 
thar is granted ro Biſhops to have thr Depoſitions taken at home, according to the Ci- dence. 

vil and Canon Law; and proteſted, that his Obedience to the Court ſhould be no pre- 
judice to that Priviledge, Deponed,\ That the firſt time he ſaw the Panzec/, being at 
Sir William Sharp's Houſe, he did nat Confeſs any Guilt, but ſeemed to be in a great 
Conſternation, and fell a trembling ; and thar he, the Deponent, having heard that the 
Pamel had made a Confeſſion, went rathe Priſon to ſpeak with him, who acknowledged 
to the Deponent, that he had Confefſed, and that he had ſome hopes of Life, and de- + 
fired the Deponent to intercede for him : And his Lordſhip Deponed turcher, that having 
asked rhe Priſoner, what moved him to make ſuch a Bloody Attempt on an Innocent 
Man? He Anſwered, that he did it, becauſe he apprehended him to be an Enemy to 
the People of God: And having asked him then, if he were nor ſorry for what he had 
done; he anſwered, »o; but yet if it were todo again, he would not do it. 

Then Dr. Irvin, Mr. Fofſie, and Mr. Borthwvick, Chirurgeons, ſwore, That they The Evidence 
being called to Cure the Biſhop of Orkney, found him Wounded in the Arm berwixt of Dr. {rwin, 
the Writ and the Elbow with a Bullet, thatthe Bones were Fratured; and that though Mr. JoZe, and 
before they left him, he was able to lift his Arm to his Head, yet that ſeveral Bones tt. ich, 
continued to come out of the Orifice. __— 

After that, Joby Earl of Rotbes, Lord High Chancellour of Scotland, affirmed The Loratigh 
upon his Oath (for the greateſt Peers are ſworn with us) that he was preſent, and Chancellour's 
faw Mr. Fames Mitchel Subſcribe that Confeſſion that was produced in Court, and that Depolitions. 
he heard him make the Confeſſion there ſet down, and that he heard him afterwards 
ratifie the ſame at the Council before the King's Commiſſioner and Lords of the Privy 
Council, and that his Lordſhip Subſcribed the ſame Confeſſion: And being interrogated 
whether his 'Lordſbip did Promiſe the Pannel his Life,upon Condition he would Confeſs ? 

His Honour Deponed, That he never gave, nor did the Panel ever ſeek any ſuch'aſ- 

france of. Life from him ; nor did his Lordſhip, as he declared upon Oath, remember 

any Warrant given by the Council to that intent ; and if there were any Expreſlions in 

any Paper which might ſeem to infer any thing contrary ro what his Lordſhip had af- 
he conceived it was inſerted upon ſome miſtake. : 

The Lord Halo being ſworn, Depoſed to the ſame purpoſe, that he had heard the The Lord Ha/- 
Panel firſt verbally make, and then ſaw him Subſcribe that Confeſſion; and that he **** Evidence. 
afterwards heard him own it again, and reyew it before my Lord High Commiſſioner 
ar the Bar of the Privy Council; and that he knew nothing of any Aſſurance of Life 

iven to Mitchel, nor that he ſought after any ſuch rhing. His Lordſbip Deponed 

arther, That the Panel, being asked, what moved him to commit ſuch a horrid wil- 


lany? anſwered, it was becauſe the Arch-Biſhop was an Enemy to the Godly Peophe in 
17 0m " ws Ye 
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\ 
The Puke of — "The Duke of Lauderdale likewiſe being ſworn, Depoſed, That his Grace was pre- 
Louderda!.'s ſent, as the King's Commiſſioner in Council, when Mitchel was brought to the Bar, 
Evicence: when he ſaw his former confeſſion made at the Committee of Council, and that he heard 
him own that to be his Confeſſion, ro which he adhered, and did renew the ſame in his 
Grace's Preſence; and his Grace declared further upon his Oath, that he neither gave 
nor knew of any Promiſe of Pardon givet: tothe Pannel, nor gave any Commiſſron to 
any others to the ſame effe&, nor indeed could he do it, his Grace having no parti- 
cular Warrant from His Majeſty relating to that Aﬀair. | 
The Lord Pri- In the laſt place, Fames, Lord Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, Depoſed, That the day 
mate's Evi» the Pannel made the Shot at him, having a view of him as he was cro{ſing the Street, 
dence. ir made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, that after he was raken, he knew him ar the firlt 
ſight to be the Perſons that ſhot at him. He declared further, Thar he ſaw him own 
and confirm his former Confeſſion at the Bar of the Council, and that he knew _— 
of any affurance of Life given to the Panel, or delired by him ; only his Grace ſai 
that immediately upon the raking of the Panne/, he Promiſed him, that if he would 
confeſs, and Repent himſelf of his Fault, without further troubling a Court of Fudi- 
 cature, he would intercede for his Pardon ; which he rejected then, and therefore though 
he {till forgave him, yer he did not apnceive himſelf bound to endeavour his Preſerua- 
t10n after more than five years Obſtination. 
Several other _ T ere were many other Witneſſes ready to Depone, of which there was no need. One 
Vitneſſes a- Of them could have Teſtified, 'That he heard the Pannel ſay, That be would do the 
gainit him, Fatt if it were to be done again: And another could have Sworn, that he heard him 
which were not ſay, Let me but ſhoot at him again, and Te be content to be Hang d, if I miſs. 
made uſe of: But what was actually Sworn, was ſufficient to convince any. rational Man of the 
Guilt of this execrable wretch, and that both He and hzs Counſel ſaw there was no 
way to ſave his Neck buf by proving his Confeflion to be emitted upon Promiſe of 
The pretended Pardon, which was the Reaſon thoſe Noble Peers were Interrogated to that particular, 
A& of Council, who, you ſee, all of them denied, by the great Oath they had taken, their knowledge 
hgnifying his of any ſuch thing; by which it did evidently appear, that that pretended A&# of the 
nas p08 3 on Privy Council was an Impoſture, and was only produced in the Court, either to gain 
hopes of Par- #7e, or ad captandum Populum, the Pannel thinking thereby to infinuate the hard- 
don, a manifeſt neſs of his caſe amongſt the unthinking and Heſs conſiderate part of the people, by which 
Impoſture. means an Odizm might be caſt upon the Government. 
The Pannel's After the fore-going = omg were taken, and the Aſ/ize (conſiſting of fifteen. 
Counſel debre Honeſt Gentlemen) was Sworn, the Pamnel and his Council baving produced a Copy 
IT of a pretended A& of the Privy Comncil, infiſted that the Clerks of the Council ought 
ahredon give 10 be Commanded either to give an Extra of the A& under their Hands, or produce 
an Extract of the Regiſter containing the aforeſaid AF, and deſired an Order of the Court to that. 
the pretended purpole. 
Actof Conncil, *J'q which the Lord Advocate Replyed, 1. That he was not Obliged to produce 
- cop the the Re iter, but that if the Pannel hoped any benefit from it, it lay upon him to do 
A——rodag. it, 4 that ſince he had till then negleed to cite the Clerks of Council, which be- 
vocate's Reply fore he might have done, to askr then, looked like a Deſign to create a Delay, which, 
thereto. _.. the Proceſs being fo far advanced,could not either in Law or Reaſon be allowed. 2. Thar 
if any ſuch A# of Conncil were, it could avail him nothing, ſince my Lord Commi/- 
ſioner, my Lord Chancellour, &c. had diſowned it upon their Oath, and denyed any 
knowledge of it, becauſe after thar, it could not but be looked upon as a Swrreptitions. 
thing, or at beſt, that it wasthere through ſome »2iſtake. 3. 'That even by the Copy, 
of the pretended A# which they had produced, it was evident that the Deſign of it 
was abſolutely to take from the Pannel that very favour which he pleaded for from zt,. 
ſince, as his Council had ſaid, the Confyſes could not be divided from the Aſſurance 
of Life that was given; ſo, much lefs could the Narrative, part of that pretended 
Act, be diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from the Sratutary part of it, which expreſly ex- 
cludes the Parmel from any  aniy" of the fore-going promiſe of Life: Beſides, it was 
apparent, that the —_ AZ did bear date long after the PamneFs Confeſlion, and 
even poſterior to a former Dyer in the Tuſtice Court appointed four the Priſoner's Tryal 
The Contents for the ſaid Crime. 4. That no ſuch Aſſurance could have been granted, ſeeing none 


of the pretend- but His Majeſty can grant Remiſſions and Pardons. 


_—_— the Then the Paynel and his Counſel defired the Copy produced might be read, which 
Counci, * my Lord Advecate having conſented to, was accordingly done; the purport whereof, 
: in 


] (15) 

in ſhort, was, © That Mitchel had Confefled all his Treafons, and the Attempt upon 
* the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, before a Committee appointed by the Privy Comnctl, 
* upon an Aſſurance of Pardon given him from one of them, as to his Life, withour 
* which he would not own the Shot he made at the Primate, though he had Confeſſed 
* freely all the reſt of his Crimes; and that he did afterwards in the Preſence of the 
Lord His4 Commiſſioner and the whole Privy Council, own and adhere to his former 
* Confeſſion, Subſcribed with his own Hand. And thar afterwards being had before the 
* Lords Commuſſioners of Fuſticiary, and the King's Advacare, he did retratt and deny 
* the ſaid Confeſſion, cordhbraton he was Promiſed by them he ſhould have the be- 
* nctit of the Aſſurance given him, 1t he would not go off from what he had Confefled 
* before. Wherefore the Lord High Commiſſioner and the Lords of His Majelties Privy 
* Council did declare, that they were free, and that Mr. Fames Mitchel ought not to 
© have any benefit of any Aſſurance made to him, and that the ſame was void, and thar 
* the Lords Zuſticiary ought to proceed againſt him withour any reſpect had co it, and 
* a5it never had been. Dated the 12th. day of March, 1674. 

After the Reading of this, the Panne/s Proftors, that they might in no wiſe be The Priſoner's 
wanting to him, craved leave of the Court to Debate the matter at large ; which was Counſel deſire 
denyed them by the Lords Juſticiery, becauſe the Copy of the pretended A# of Coun- ** _— the 
cil was never urged, nor made uſe of, nor any diligence uſed, nor Orders prayed for nt 1 t8 
the producing of the Regifier, until che Court was juſt going to break up, and the jx þy the Lords 
Aſſize was Sworn, after which, it is contrary to the Law of the Land, and the Praiſe Juſticiary, for 
of the Cours, to grant any more time, or iflue out any Orders in behalf of the Pannel, ſeveral Reaſons 
eſpecially ſeeing it appears, as bad before been obſerved by the Lord Advocate, by the 
Copy, that the deſign of it was to take away any Aſſurance that could have before been 
or in favour X the Pennel; and that the truth of the Narrative of the Copy 

ounded pon the in/inuating that there was an Aſſurance, is Cancelled by the Depoſiri- 
ons of the King's Commiſſioner, the Lord Chancellour, and other the Right Honoura- 
ble Members of the Committee and Privy Council; and then they immediately Com- 
manded theAſize to incloſe, and toreturn their Verdi& the next day at 5woa Clockin 
the Afternoon. 

Whereupon being met the next day at the time appointed, they brought him in ;2.z,hrought 
Guilty, according to the Interlocutory of the Lords Juſticiary ; upon which, he received in Guiley by 
his Sentence from the Court by the Dempſter, which was, That be ſhould be taken to the Aſlize, and 
the Graſs- Market of Edenburgh «pon Friday the 18 day of that inſtant January, be- CORE eo 
8wixt two and four a clock in the Afternoon, and there to be Hanged on a Gibber, EE 
tall he ſhould be dead, and all his Moveable Goods and Gear to be Eſcheat and im- 
brought to His Majeſties Uſe. Which was no ſooner pronounced, but the Pannel 
told the Lords Fuſticiary, That be took it as from God, and not from them. 


$. 7. After he was Condemned, he deſired that ſome Conventicle Miniſters that 
were Impriſened with him might be admitted to give him comfort, and obſtinately re- 
fuſed the Aſi/tance of the Miniſters of our Church. However one of them went to ye crears the 
him to remind him of the Murder he was Guilty of in the Eyes of God, though he Miniſter char 
ſuffered him not to effetFuate his Deſign. But inſtead of making any impre/[ion upon vent to Viiir 
his hardened heart, or receiving common acknowledgments for his good will, he-re- him D P m_— 
ceived nothing from him but Reproaches ; being told by him, that he was a Marde- fully. IT 
rer of Souls, and had the Blood of Souls to Anſwer for ; with many more rudeand En- 
thuſiaſtick Expreſſions, which would be too long to relate. 

However, the Reverend Mr. Annand, Dean of Edenburgh, not diſcouraged with ,, np... 
the unthankful returns one of his Brethren had received from the Malefattor bur juſt g,uburgh 
before, out of his tender Compaſiion to his Soul, wrote him a very Afﬀedionate and writes a very 
Pions Letter, wherein he endeavoured to ſhew him from the Goſpel, how contrary his Aﬀectionate 
Principles and Pradiſes were to the Dofrine of Chriſtianity ; and exhorted hum to Re- _ a —— 
pentance for that unchriſtian Attempt, by which he deſigned to take away the Life of © * 
one Sacred Perſon, and grievouſly Wounded another, &c. To all which he returned 
this Anſwer. , 


SIR, 


(16) 
SIR 


" Received PoutS, and ſince my time # wery (hMt, and ſo very IPzecious, 7 

Ss A I can only thank you for your Ciivility ad Aﬀfection, whether real or ptetend- 
{wer thereto. ed; and T1rtell you, T truly cloſe with all the JNecepts of the Goſpel ro Love and 
Jeaces, and _—_ pray I both for Mr. Sharp and Pou ; but wg both Mr. 

harp's Wickedneſs and my own Sincerity, and the Lord's holy Soveraignty to uſe 

hu Creatures as be pleaſes, I can only refer the manifeſtation of the Fact to the day of 

O0d's Righteoms and Univerſal Judgment, praying heartily that 0b may have 

Mercy o» Pall, and open your Epeg to ſee both the TUlickedneſ(s of al your 

ways, and of your Hodiels inſulting over an Unjuſtly Condemned Dying Man, 

and grant unto you Repentance and 1Kemiftion of your Dlng. I amin thu your 


Lic [wiſher o : 
k James Mitchel. 


The Dean had urged in his Letter an Excellent Argument to convince him, that the 
impulſe which was upon him for ſo many years to Aſſaſſine the Primate, could not come 
He over-ooks £199 God, like the impulſe of Phinehas and the Zealots, becauſe he failed mn the At- 
the Dean's moſt #e2Pt, Which never any Perſon did or could do that was moved by God tg do an He- 
pinching Argu- roick A, Bur you ſee the blind Pſeudo-Zealot takes no notice of this Argument in 
ment in his his Anſwer, wherein, to ſhew what an implacable Enemy he was to the Office as well 
cara to is . the Perſon of the Arch-Biſhop, he mentions his Grace not by his Charatter, but by 
: is Name. 
Having been told in the Priſon, that he would not be permitted to ſpeak to the 
People betore his Execution, he tranſribed ſeveral Copies of his intended Speech,where- 
- —_— of one was found in his Pocket, and taken from him before he was carried out to Exe- 
— nw _— cution: It is long, and the former part containing nothing but Libellows Reflections and 
Speech, one Scandalors and falſe Aſperſions on the Privy Council,the Þ. biciary Lords,and the King's 
whcvel w_ Advocate : I ſhall content my ſelf to ſend you a Tranſcrips of the latter. 
ound in his : 
— Acknowledge my particular andprivate ſins have been ſuch as have merited a worſe 
I Death unto me ; but I dye in the hope of the merits of Jeſus Chrilt,ro be freed from 
thoſe Eternal puniſhments due to me for fin. Tet I am confident that God doth not 
plead with me in ths place, for my private and particular ſins, but that I am brought 
here that the Work of God might be made manifeſt, and for the Tryal of Faith, John 
9. 3- I Pet. 1.7. and that I may be a Witnefs for this deſpiſed Truth and Intereſt in 
ths Land, who am called to Seal the ſame with my Blood. And I wiſh heartily that 
this my poor Life may put an end to the Perſecution of the true Members of Chriſt # 
this Kingdom, ſo much aCtuate by theſe perfidious Prelates; and inoppoſition to whorn, 
and in teltimony of the Cauſe of Chriſt, T at ths time wilmg) lay my Life, and 
bleſs my God that he hath thought me ſo much worthy to do the ſame for hu Glory, 
and Intereſt. Finally, concerning a Chriſtian Duty in a fingulas extraordinary caſe, and 
my particular hy wy concerning both Church aud State, it « evidently declared, and 
4 


The latter part 
of his intended 


Speech. 


manifeſted more fully elſewhere. So farewel all Earthly enjoyments, and welcome Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, into whoſe Hands I commend my Spirit. 


$. 8. - As to that particular Chriſtian Duty in an extraordinary caſe, and ins Jud A 
ment concerning Church and State manifeſted elſewhere be means a larger Blaſphe. 
mous Libel, which be left behind him, wherein he endeavours to juſtifie his Fa&. Ir 
is very long, but yer I beſeech you to read it over, and if you have not read Naph. 

Napthali,Lex thali, nor 7#us Populi vindicatum, which is a Reply to the Anſwer, which the Biſhop 

_ ws ** of Orkney, whom this Miſcreant Wounded, made ro Naphthali, I am confident you 

and Rucher. | muſt be ſurpriz'd with horrour and aſtoniſhment, to ſee ſuch Un-chriſtian Dottrines 

ford's Letters come from a Chriſtian Pen. Yet the Primitive Churches never received the Apoſto- 
are the Fathers /ick Epiſtles with greater veneration, than the Members of our Fie/d-Congregations 
and Councils of receive ſuch Diſcourſes as this; nor can any Church-man reſpe&t any ancient Ecche/ia- 
the Whigs.  ftical Writer half ſo much as they adore Naphrbali, which is written in the Defence 
of the Rebellion in 1666. and wherein this horrid mans attempt upon the Primate is 
commended for an Heroical At; and that curſed Book, with Lex Rex, us populs 
vindicatum, and Mr. Rutherford's Letters are the Fathers and Cowncils of our Fife, 


and Weſtern Whigs. I have 


Soo AE 


v0 fu) Bag AE, 


(17) 


I have here ſubjoyned the Account of my ſelf, Principles and fore-ſaid Practiſes as 


they were ſet down in a Letter to a Friend, and another Declaration both written by _ _ WAS 

me, when firſt Convened before the Lords Juſtices, in the year 1674. FF his Princi- 

ples and Practi- 

| . ſes, in a Letrer 

The Copy of my Letter, Edenburgh Tolbooth, 19 a Friend und 
February the 16th. 1674. ww" 


SIR, 


E (who may juſtly call my ſelf the leaſt of all Saints, and the chiefeſt of all Sin- 

b\ ) hat Chri hs Son 2 Lord 4 to be a Witneſs for his rack Truth way ome 16 
and trampled on Intereſt, by rh Wicked, Blaſphemous, and God-contemaing Gene- cerning him- 
ration, and againſt all their other perfidious Wickednefles. Sir, I ſay, the confidence 1 ſelf, &c. 
have in your real Friendſhip and love to Chriſt, bz Truth, People, Intereſt, and 
Caule, hath encouraged me to write to you, hoping that you will not miſconſtrutt, nor 
take advantage of my Infirmities and Weakneſs : You have heard of my Indictment , 
which I take up in theſe two particulars. Firſt, (as they term it ) Rebellion and 
Treaſon, anent which I anſwered to my Lord Chancellour, that it was no Rebellion , 
but a Duty which every one was bound to have performed, in joyning with that party: 

And in the year 1656. Mr.Robert Lightonne being the Primate of the Colledge of ze juttifies the 
Edenburgh before our Laurecation, ztendereth to us the National Covenant, and Solemn Rebellion a- 
League and Covenant, which upon mature Deliberation, I found nothing in them but gainſt the 
a ſhort compend of the Moral Law only, obliging #s to our Duty towards God and 8: 
Men in their ſeveral Stations; and 1 fodevg So our then baniſhed Kings Intereſt lay 

wholly included therein, viz, Both the Oath of Coronation, Allegiance, &c. And 

th:y being the then teſlera of all Loyalty. And, My Lord, it was well known that 

47 many were taking the Fender, forſwearing Charles Stuart's Parliament and 

Hoſe of Lords, I then Subſcribed them both. The doing of which, My Lord Chan- 

cellour, would have ſtood me at no leſs rate, if als well known, than this. my preſent 
adbring and proſecuting the ends thereof doth now: And when I was Queſtioned, what 

then I called Rebellion? I anſwered, That it #, Ezra 7.26. And whoſoever will not 

do the Law of thy God, and of the King, &c. But being queſtioned by the Commil- 

fioner before the Council there anent; 1 anſwered, as I ſaid to My Lord Chancellour 

before, in the year 1656. Mr. Robert Lightonne being then Primate of the Colledge 

of Edenburgh, before our Laureation, he tendered ro ws the National Covenant, and 

Solemn League and Covenant, where be Popped me, Joying, 1 wade you are come here 

ro give a Teſtimony ; and then being demanded what I called Rebellion, if it as not 
Rebellion to oppoſe Hs Majeſties Forces in the Face? To which I anſwered, My Lord 
Commiſſioner, if it pleaſe your Grace, I humbly conceive, that they ſhould have been 

with us, meaning that it was the Duty 0 ar orces to have joyned with us, accords 


ing to the National Covenant ; at which anſwer I perceived him to ſtorm, But, ſays 
he, I hear you have been over Sear; with whom did you Converſe there? I Anſwered, 
with my Merchant, My Lord. But, ſaith he, with whom in particular? with one 
John Mitchel, & Couſin of mine; ſaith be, 1 have heard tell of him, he s a Fattor in 
Rotterdam, to which I conceded: But, ſaith be, did you not converſe with Mr-Living- 
ſton? and ſuch as he? To which I anſwered, My Lord Commiſſioner, I converſed with 
your Baniſhed Miniſters; to bich he replyed, Baniſh'd Miniſters! Baniſh'd Traytors ; 
he will ſpeak Treaſon at the very Bar. Then he anſwered, himſelf, ſaying, hut they 
would call the ſhooting at the Biſhop an Heroick Act; To which I anſwered, That I 
never told them of any ſuch thing. Queſt. But, where did you ſee James Wallace laſt? 
Anſw. Towards the Borders of Grninp ſome years ago. Queſt. But what ailed you 
at my Lord St. Andrews here? pointing at him with bu finger. Anſw.My Lord Com- 
miſtioner, the grievous Oppreſſion and horrid Bloodſhed of my Brethren, and the 
eager purſuit afrer my own Blood, as it appeareth this day to your Grace, and to all 
His Majeſties Honourable Council; after which he commanded to take me away, that 
they might ſee what next to do with me. 

The ſecond , the ſhooting that ſhot, intended againſt the Biſhop of St. Andrews, 
whereby the. Biſhop of Orkney was hurt ; = which I anſwered, My Lord Chancellour 

ys in 


4 
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in private, viz. . That I looked upon bim to be the main Inſtigator of all :be.Oppreſ- 
lion and Bloodſhed of wy Brethren that followed thereupon, znd the continual purſuing 
He juſtifies the g/7er 12 Own ; and My Lord:Chancellour, as ir 2945 credibly reported to ns '( the truth 
05 % Harry of which your Lordfhip Swows better than we ) that he keepel ap His Majefties Letter, 
man +4 oblj- inbibiting any more Blood to be ſhed wpon that Account, wntil the Jaſt Ten was Execu- 
ged by the Co- ted, and I being @ Souldier, not baving. laid down Arms, but being ſtill upon my own 
venant tobea Defence, and having no other Quarrel nor Ainz at any man, but according to my 0wn 
Morral Enemy 1pyrehenfion of him, and that as I hope is facerity, without fixing either my elf or 
ro the whole P : 4 y 
Order.  - Any one upon the Covenant it ſelf, and as it may be underſtood, by many thouſand of 
the Faithtul ; beſides the proſecuting of the ends of the ſame Covenant, which was, 
and is in that part the overthrow of PreJates and Prelacy ; and I being a declared Ene- 
my 10 bim upon that Account, and he to me in like manner, fo 1 never fonndl my ſelf 
obliged, either by the Law of God or Gaye, to ſet @ Centry at bs door for bw fatety ; 
but as he was always ready to take his advantage of me, as it now appeareth, ſo I of 
bim when Opportunity offered: Moreover, we being in no terms of Capitulation, but 
on the contrary, T by the Inſtigation being excloded From all Grace and Favour, thought 
# my Daty to purſue him 07 fl occaſions. ; Alſo, My Lord, Sir William Sharp m-akeng 
bis Apology, anent hi unhandſome cheating way, when he took me under @ pretext to 
have ſpoken with me abont ſome other matter, ( 1 not knowing him until Five or Six of 
bs Brothers, and his own Servants were laying faſt hold on me, they being Armed of 
urpoſe ) he deſired that T would excuſe him, ſeeing what he' bad done was upon his 
others'Aecount ; which excuſe, My Lord, 1 eaſily admitted of : ſceing that be thought 
bemſelf obliged to do what he did without Law or Otder, inthe behalf of b# Brother ; 
much more was 1 obliget to do what 1 did, in behalt of many Brethren, 2vhoſe Opprel- 
fion 24s ſo great, ant! whoſe Blood he had cauſed ſhed in ſuch abundance ; More- 
over, be anſifting in hs bloody Murders, as witneſs the Wounding of Mr. Bruce at his 
raking of ha Erniflaries, ſome few days before that fell out concerning himſelf ; now if 
by any means in taking him away, I could bave put @ ſtop to the then current Perlecu- 
ton. Thus far I bave truly reſumed what pet 
But this * Anſwer to the ſecond part of the Indictment may be thought by ſome to be 
a ſtep outwf* the ordmary way, whereof I ſhall offer theſe things following to your Con- 
fideration, viz. That paſſage, Deut, 13. 9. ere to me it # manifeſt, That the Se- 
Mitchel endea- ducer or Inticer to Worſhip talſe Gods, & to be 2 to death by the hands of thoſe whom 
> agnp Moſer: he ſeeketh to turn away from the Lord, eſpecially by the hand of the Witneſles, whereof 
cal Law. that 1 am one; as it appears, Deut. 13.9. which precept I humbly perceive to be Moral, and 
Law, 7 k pe : 3-9. 7 precep J P . 
theMagiltratcs, 20t wwerely Judicial, and that it # not at all Ceremonial or Levitical, but as every Mo- 
and upon their ral Precept # Uniyerfal as ro rhe extent of place; ſo alſo ai to the extent of Time and 
neglect, every Perſons ; #po1r which Command, Sir, 1 do really think that Phinchas afed in taking 
private Ma'* away the Midianiriſh JPbore, 4nd him whom ſhe bad ſeduced, Numb. 2.5.6. Alſo thas 
penſably ro Elyah- by wertue of that Precepr, pave Commandment to the People to deſtroy Baal's 
root out Epiſ- Prieſts, contrary to the ming of the ſeducing Magiſtrate, »ho was not bnly remiſs and 
copacy,cither weplzpent in executing Juſtice, but became a ProteCtor and Defender of the Seducers: 
"of ks me) * Then, and in that Caſe, I ſuppoſe the Chriſtians Dury not to be very dark, Moreover, 
by How ©.” we ſee what the People of Iirael did, 2. Chron. g 1. t. They deſtroyed Idolatry, not only 
is Judah, 2»bere the King concurred, but in Ephraim and Manafleh, where the King 
himſelf was an Idolater ; and ſurely, what all the People were bound to do, as ther 
Duty by the Law of God, ' every one was bound to do it, to the uttermoſs of their Power 
and Capacity. And as it is, Ezek. 13. 3. Where the Seducers Father and his Mother 
ſhall put him to death; I take this to be meant of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate. But hen 
be is withdrawn by the Seducer from the exerciſe of bs Office and Duty, and he's be- 
come utterly remiſs and negligent in putting the Seducer to death, according to Gods ex- 
preſs Law; which ws not to be expetted of Gow (for then he ſhonld do Juſtice wpon him- 
ſelf ) but t become a ProteCtor and Defender o the Idolater ; then I doubt not, but it 
devh become the Duty of every Chriſtian, to the uttermoſt of hu Power and Capacity, 
to deſtroy and cut off both Idolatry and Idolaters. Tea, rheſe preſumptuouſly-murther- 
ing Prelates owght to be killed by the avenger of Blood, when be meeteth them ; by the 
expreſs E2w of God, ſeeing rhe thing « manifeſtly true, Numb. 25. 21. nd not bave 
liberty per to ſuch Cities of Refuge, @s the vain pretext of Lawtul Authority. Bur 
they ſhould be taken eveu from the Horns of ſach Altars, and be put ro death. More- 
ever, what is ſpoken of concerning Amalek, »pon the account thas he deſignd _ = 
; Jolved 


(19) 
joe the extirpation of the Lords People and Trath, who are bis Throne, upon which 
e puts forth hrs hand, and becauſe he raok occalion againſt them, Exod. 17.15. Numb. 
24.20. He nr rr that God ſhould not have 'a People to have'ferved him, ac- 
cording to his revealed. will, apon the Earth and if he' could have effetuated his deſign, 
they ſhonld not have lived, who would tor Serve and Worſhip him, and his Idol Gods; 
and for the better effettuating of this his deſign, he took occaſion againſt them when they 
were weary, in coming out of Egypt, Deut. 25. 17,18. And the Reaſon there an- 
nexed is, "[hat he teared not God. Now, becatſe I know Bifhops both will and do ſay, 
That what they did againſt thoſe of the Lords People, 'w-bom they murdered, they 4 
by Law and Authority, but what I did, was contrary to both. Anſwer. The King bim- 
ſelf, and all the Eltates of the Land, and every mdividual Perſon therein, bot 5 were, 
and are obliged by the Oath of God upon them, to have by iorce of Arms extirpated Per- 
red Prelatcs and Prelacy, and in doing thereof, to have defended one another with their 
90s and Fortunes, the Covenants being engaged into, upo;z theſe terms, viz. After 
Supplications, Remonſtrations, Proteſtations, a#d al! other Lawful means have been 
uſed, now for that effef, as the laſt Remedy, we take up Arms, upon which Condi- 
tions the Nobility, and all the Repreſentatives of the Nation, according to the National 
and Soleran League and Covenant, gave to our King both the Sword and Scepter, ani 
ſet the Crown upon hs Head ; and he accordingly received them, according to theſe Sa- 
cred Oaths and Promiſes, and ſwore by the everliving God to uſe and improve them for 
the end aforeſaid; and eſpecially, in order to the performing of thus Article, viz. The 
extirpation and overthrow of Prelates and Prelacy : And now the want of what At- 
thority do they mean or ſpeak of? Truly I know not, except it be the Authority of their 
Aggregation of new Gods, of whom they have their gain, lite, and ſtanding, viz. Che- 
moſh or Bacchus, which, with drunken Moab, delighted to dwell within dark Cells, and 
Aſhreroth and Venus, whom they Worſhip in the Female kind, becauſe of their Adul- 
teries and Whoredoms; as alſo Milchom or Molech, which fignifies a T yrannical King 
or @ Devil, if they will have it ſo, in whoſe Arms and Power they put their young In- 
fants and Poſterity to be burnt and deſtroyed, according to his Luſt and Pleature, Amos 
5+26, Plal. 116. 37. andthat Mammon, which they delight to Worſhip daily og - 
ther with their own bellics, whoſe glory # their ſhame, who mind earthly things, whoſe 
end will be Deſtruftion, except they Repent, which there x little probability of, Pal. 3. 
19. to which, if we may add their abominable Pride and Blaſphemous Perjury, then 
their Gods will be equal in number to the Whore their Mother, from whom they have 
their being, ſtrength and itanding, and from the Devil their Father, ho was a De- 
ceiver, Lyar, Murderer from the beginning : And now ſeeing the Prelates poſſeſs what- 
ſoever their Gods Chemoſh, &c. giveth them to poſſeſs, then why ſhould not we pol- 
ſels what the Lord oar God giveth ws to poſleſs, viz, Hw eternal Trnths manifeſted 
ro us, in bs revealed Will, and keep and defend the ſame from all Innovations, Cor- Rails birterl 
ruptions and Traditions of hu or our Adverſaries, defend our Lives, Laws, and Libex- againſt the <A 
ties out of the hands of owr Uſurping Enemues, Judg. 11. 24. For ſure T am, that God five Obedicuce, 
once diſpoſſeſt the Prelates and Malignants of all theſe, and ſhould they again poſſeſs them 3nd the Teach- 
through our defeft, God forbid, Bit the like of this Work, our Murthering Frelates - "_ Procy- 
like not ; who plead like the Whore their Mother for Paſſive Obedience, and that all ** © © 
the Lords People, who may not comply with their Idolatries, ſhould lay down their necks 
to their Bloody Axes; with whom too too many of our Hypoenitical Time-ſerving and 
fidious Profeſſors do agree, wbo would rather abide with Reuben amongſt the Sheep- 
olds, than Jeopard either Life or Fortune in the help of the Lord againſt rhe Mighty, 
but do not conſider the bitter curſe pronounced by the | of the Lord againſt _ 
to which he immediately ſubjoyns a Bleſſing upon Jael the Wife of Hebar the Kenite: 
Others excuſe themſebues thus, viz. Vengeance is mine, and I will re-pay, but ſo the 
Throne and Judgment s the Locds, and by this they would take away the Uſe and Ot 
hce of Magiſtracy, which Erroncous Principle I deteſt ; for God even in the workin 
of Miracles, viz. in dividing the Red Sea, Exod. 14.16. he commanded Moles to ftrete 
| forth his Rod, and Chriſt, when be opened the blind Man's Eyes, maketh uſe of Clay 
and of Sputle; rhowgh indeed, I mean not of any who were willing to have helped,bus 


wanted Opportunity, yet there are many peeviſh Time-ferving Profeſſors, who reſolve 
they ſhall never ſuffer ſo long as they have either Soul or Conſcience to Mortgage; pro- 
viding that they may ſave them from ſuffering : And if it will not do their bulneſs, is 
{eemeth (that before they ſuffer ) they reſolve to ſell out at the ground. Now, _ I 

avs 
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have neither miſinterpreted Scripture, nor miſ-applyed it, in regard of the Perſons 
bere hinted at, nor been wrong in the end, which ought to be the glory of God, and 
the good of his Church and People. Then I think that ſome Perſons might forbear to 
ſcourge me ſo ſore with their Tongues, while I am not yet Condemned by the com- 
mon Enemy, and my hearing of ſome things Reported by ſome behind my back, hath 
occaſioned my writing to you at thus time. O Sir! be entreated to pray to the Lord in 
my behalf, that he would be pleaſed out of hus Mercy and Goodnefs, to ſave me from 
ſinning under Suffering, in thx hour and power of darkneſs; for my Soul 5s prelt in 
me, in the ſearch betwixt Sin and Duty, viz. eſt I ſhould be too niggard and ſparing 
of Life, when God calleth for it ; and upon the other hand, Jeſt I ſhould be too Prodigal 
and laviſh of it, in not uſing all Legal defences, in preſerving of it ; and many things 
of the like Nature. I am in a ſtrait, O Lord, undertake thou for me. Sir, I hope you 
will excuſe me, in ſending you theſe indiſtinEt and irregular lines, when you conſider my 
preſent condition; Sir, 1 believe, I would many times, when I am before them, think 
a Scaffold a ſweet Retirement, {et they ſhould cheat and deceive me; in making me, 
either to ſtain the declarative glory of God, my own Conſcience, or his People. and 
Intereſt, in wronging of them, either by opening of the Adverſaries mouths againſt 
them, or in letting looſe their hand upon them ; henceforth let the Adverlary either ſay 
or do what they can, yet the Righteous will hold on their way, and he who hath clean 
hands will be itronger and ſtronger, Fob 17. 9. Bur he thar faith unto the Wicked, 
Thou art Righteous, him ſhall the People Curſe, Nations ſhall abhor him, Prov. 24. 


24.; Farewel in the Lord. . 


POSTSCRIPT 


© Perſon to kill an Uſurper, or Tyrant, ſine titulo; and to kill Iriſþ Robbers, and 

©*Tories, or the like; and to kill Boars, Wolves, and ſuch devouring Beaſts ; be» 

cauſe the good of this Attion doth not redound to the Perſon himfelf only, but to the 

© whole Common-wealth; and the Perſon ating incurrs the danger himſelt alone: The 

* Second Part of The Cloud of Witneſſes, pag. 60. Mr. Knox hath theſe expreſs words ; 

© For God, faith he, had not only given me Knowledge, and a Tongue, to make known 

* rhe Impiety of the Idol, but had given me Credit with many who would have put in 

Mr. Knox Blaſ. * execution God's Judgments, if I would only have conſented thereto. But ſo careful 
phemouſly asks * was I of common Tranquillity, and ſo loth as I to oftend ſome, that in ſecret confe- 
God's Pardon * rence with Zealous Men, IT travelled rather to ſlacken that tervency God had kindled 
_ "I * ;n them, than to animate or encourage them to put their hands to the Lord's Work, 
ns * wherein I acknowledge my ſelf to have done ho | wickedly; and from the bottom of 
ting Tumules, *r92y Heart I do ark my God Pardon, that I did net what in me lay, to have ſuppreſt 
Sedition, and * that Idol in the beginning. But O! how far are the Men in our time from ſuch Con- 
Rebellion, © w;440ns! whoſe work it is to put out any ſpark of Life or Zeal, which appeareth in 
pn oy * any Perſon, againſt Idolatry and Idol of our times. Now let Men, whether Foes or 
commended by © Friends, carp or quarrel never ſo much, yet the purpoſe and determination of God will 
© not be diſappointed in living Witneſſes againſt this miſ-believing Generation, viz. "That 


g T: is acknowledged by all rational Royaliſts, that it is Lawful for any Private 


Mitchel. 
the is both All-powerful and willing to deliver one, or more of his People truſting in 
*him, yea, and that there is no rains unto the Lord, to ſave by many, or by few, 
© 1 Sam. 14.6. If = be Obedient to the woice of his Commandments, although Suc- 
Mitchel com- * ceſs doth not always follow thereupon, more than it did to Iſrael, Fof. 7. 12. againſt 


plains ofthe *the City of Ai, becauſe there was an Achay in the Camp, and alas, there are many 
want of Zeal, © 4chays in the Camp of our Iſrael, which cauſe the Lord's People to fall daily before 
—_— oy ©their Enemies; and which makes all their endeavours unſucceſstul : I mean, the hid- 
mong > Be. *den Time-ſerving Hypocrites and Murmurers, who have preferred their Backs and 
thren the © Bellies tothe Intereſt of God, and their Hearts ſhll defirous to return ro Egypt : I ſay, 
Whigs. *until ſuch Rebels be purged and dye, we can have little expefation to proſper in any 


* enterprize or undertaking; for they have both betrayed and miſ-believed God, nor- 
« withſtand- 
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* withſtanding of all his Miracles which he did of old, and which he has dorie #s our 

© days, for his People, and before their Eyes; yet they are fo far gone back in a courſe 

*of Apoſtacy and complyance with the Canaamres of our times, and are become ſo bru- 

* riſhly ignorant of the expreſs Law of God, and are ſuch Enemies thereto, that they 
*do rather concur with the ſaid Canaanites, Judg.6. 25. to have Gideon pur to death 
© for performing his Duty, conform to the expreſs Command of God, than either to 
© fudy thereof themlelves, or give Obedience thereto. But if it be objeted, that Gi- 
©d:on had an expreſs Command trom God, tor throwing down of BaaP's Altar, and for 
* cutting down of the Grove, and deſtroying of the Midianites: Anſwer. Indeed he 
* had an expreſs Command of God for his encouragement, but he had no new Command 
from God, ſave that which was expreſly enjoyned upon all the Iſraelites, by wvertue of 
* which every one was obliged to haye done what he did, without any ſuch Meſſage 
© from God, Deut. 7. 2,3, 15. and who are readier with Judas ( betore they incur 
* danger or loſs) to ſend three thouſand Men to bring Sampſon bound to the Phili- 
© fines, than to have ſent him ten to his aſſiſtance againſt the Common Enemy; con- 
* cerning the trurh of which we have gotten many fad Experiments. But, however [I 
*hope, that what hath been ſaid, ſhall occaſion a further cognition of, and a more ſeri- 
© ors ſearch into theſe fore-mentioned truths, than hath been for a long time by- 
© paſt. 

£ That, albeit I have here ſingly declared my own Motives and Reaſons for that _ 
* Attempt, and ſhooting ; wherein I then had, and now have peace, and hope to tind He declares the 
* acceptance of God, according to the multitude of his Mercies, to ſuch as ſeek and fear foregoing Prin- 
* him in ſincerity ; yet,l will not take on me abſolutely, and in every reſpect, to juſtifie "7 _ —_ = 
* or afſert, that it is my own deliberate and fixed Principle ; let be that it is juſtsfied by, (for nk dh 
*and 15 the Principle of the Non-conforming Presbyterian Party of the Church of Scot- knows) of the 
* land, of which I have the Honour and Happineſs to be one, the unworthieſt of many : whole Party. 
*Nay, if I ſhould fay fo of them, I would be found 4 Lyar againſt the 7rath, for I 
*adventured on it upon my own pyre and proper motion, without the _ of any, 
$yea, without the privacy of that Party; whom therefore I earneſtly delire, that none 
© may charge with, andif any ſhall, I do with the greateſt confidence aver, that they 
*deal with them moſt unjuſtly; I have, I fay again, in the ſimplicity of my Heart, 
* with candour and ingenuity, becoming a Dying Man, and a Chriſtian, believing that 
the muſt be made manifeſt before the Tribunal of —_ and there receive according 
*to the things done in the Body, whether they be good or evil, giving an Account of Hebelievesthat 
*rhe Reaſons and Motives, pouſſing and preſſing me on to it; wherein I had quietneſs theimpulſe that 
*of Mind in the time, and have {till to this preſent hour; hoping that as he 18 Sove- induced him to 
* reign Lord over all Creatures, and may uſe any of them as Inſtruments to whatſoever = OO 
this Pleaſare is; and that, as I ſay, I did take, and do fill Jook upon the motion as fg, Om 
*from himſelf; fo he will accept of my ſincerity in it, and one day, both bring forth 

© his own and my Righteouſneſs as the Light. 


The End of the Letter. 


% 
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Here follows this Miſerable Wretch's De=- 
Claration. 


I Suppoſe /ome will be deſirous to know what hath brought me to this place of Suf- xtis Dectaration + * 
fering ; to which I have no other Anſwer than that which Elijah gave, whenthreat- concerning 
ned with Death by Jezebel, 1 Kings 19. 14. I have been very Jealous for the Lord himſelf, his 
God of Hoſts, becauſe the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, thrown *rin<ples, ©: 
down thine Altars, and true Worſhip, and lain bis Prophets and Miniſters: And they 
ſeek my Life to take it away. + 
With all my Heart and Soul, 1 own, and adhere to the work of Reformation, as it 
was begun and carried on in thu Kingdom, according to the Word of God, and the . 
National Covenant, and the Solemn a Covenant; 4s it was ſettled amongſt 
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25 in DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 4yd Government, by General Aſſemblies, Synods, 
Presbyteries, Kirk-Scfhons, and the Peoples Juſt Power ts chooſe and call their ow, 
Lawful Paſtors; and I do declare, that I judge Parronage to be a Popiſh Right, and 
an Uſurpation in the Houſe of God. . 

I do believe, and am perſwaded, that Magiſtracy xs an Ordinance appointed of God; 
as well under the New "Teſtament as it 2yas wnder the Old; and that whoſoever re- 
ſiſfteth the Lawful Magiſtrate in #he exerciſe of bus Lawful Power, refiſteth the Ordi- 
nance and appointment of God, Rom. 13. 3 For he & God's Miniſter ro you for thy 
good, and in doing good thou needs not be afraid of him, 1 Pet. 2.12. We muſt 
Obey the Lawful Magiſtrate for Conſcience ſake, Deur. 17. 15, 16, 17. The Law- 
tul Magiſtrate muſt be a Man qualihed according to God's appointment, and not ac- 
cording to the Peoples Luſt and Pleaſure, left in the end he ſhould prove to them a 
Prince of Sodom, and a Governour of Gomorrah, whom God in his Righteouſneſs 
ſhould appoint for their Judgment, and eſtabliſh for their Corretion ; be muſt be 

| one of thy Brethren, and not the Face of a Stranger ; he muſt not make bimſeſ ſtrong 

—_— bolds, þy multiplying of Horſes, to the end he may compel the Lord's People to Rebel againſt 

| av%.l Mani. he Lord's expreſs Command : No Jeroboam-like, compel the People to any courſe of 
gi OO 

frares bur Apoſtacy ; he muſt not tnultiply Wives to himſelf, and much leſs Whorcs, nor Marry 

thoſe that have an: Idolatrous Wite like Jezebel, 1 Kings 16. 31. Nor be Covetous, in multiplying 

tuch qualifica- go himſelf Silver or Gold ; be muſt be a diligent Student of the Law of the Lord, all 

ct » the days of hus Life, that be turn neither to the Right Hand, »or to the Left Hand 

which if 2 therefrom, but muſt fudge the People accordingly; otherways nenther he, nor his Chil- 

want, it is then dren can expet to prolong their days, 2 Sam. 23.3. He muſt not be @ Son of Belial 

Lawful for the withont or above Order and Law, whom a Man camot touch except he be fenced with 

People ro take Iron, for ſuch ſball all be preſt away : For (ſaith David) he that Rulcth over Men 

- =_— 9 free Juſt be juſt, Ruling in the Fear of the Lord, e&c. But if a Man ſimulating himſelf 

from their Bon- £0 6t 1has qualified, 4nd chereaſter, when he hath ſtrengthened himſelf upon the Throne, 

dage to them. ſhall abjure and Sacrifice hx Oath and Covenant, both ro God and hu Subjefts, and 

ſhall tranſgreſs the Law and Commandment of the Lord, ( who hath given the Ma- 

iſtrare only one accumulative Power to promove, proteCt, and defend God's Laws, 

Truth and People, from being corrupted, violated, or any ways damnihed ; and for 

that end be hath received both bis Place and his Power from God and Men, for be hath 

not received of the Lord an obſtrudtive,deſtrudtive, or privative Power; ) for (as has 

been ſaid) the People can give noRight, nor Power to any Man, but hat is accord- 

ing to God's appointment, /eft they ſhould incur the ſad Challenge from God, Hoſea 

8.4. They bave ſet up Kings, but not by me; they have made Princes, but I knew 

it not. For inch. 10. v. 3. Iſrael there 5s brought in confeſling their fault, and they 

denyed they had a King, becauſe he was not ſuch as God had appointed, and ſaid, 

what ſbould a King do to them, ſeeing he had partly by force, and partly by fraud, 

withdrawn them from the fear and obedience which they ought to God, and to bis 

Law, and had ſeduced and compelled them to Idolatry, and Worſbipping of falſe gods: 

And if the Magiſtrate being in Power, ſhall gverturn the Covenant-work of God, his 

Truth and Intereſts, the Fundamental and Municipal Laws of the Land, and more- 

over by @ ſettled Parliament, according to his own Mind, and for his own Uſe and 

Ends, they as the Peoples Repreſentatives, do by A#s Relſciſlory reſcind all Acts of 

laudable Lawful Parliaments, Committee of States, or Councils, wherein were com 

tamed or comprebended any mutual Bond, Obligation, Covenant, of Contract betwixr 

the Prince or People, he having diveſted himſelf of any Legal Right be could have or 

pretend over ſuch a People, and they being in Statu quo Prius, and nont þ Right 

fo Rule over them without their own conſent; if the aforeſaid Magiſtrate ſhall then a- 

gain Uſurp and Invade bis Peoples Lives, Religions, Liberties, and Laws, and make 

even frogle —_ bis Crimes of Treaſon, contrary ro the diftates of Nature, 

and be by Armed Etnillaries, end by bis Arbitrary Power edyried on by the Sword in 

their hands, compel the Lord's People to relinquiſh 4d #o forfilke the trme Religion and 

Worſhip of God and make a ſurrender of both rheiy Souls, Conſtiences, Lives, Laws, 

Liberties, and embrace @ falſe Religion, and Wilk-worſthip, and engage to Serve and 

Worſhip falſe and Idol-gods at bs pleaſure: For thus all thut * deat and near to a 

Prople being in 5he extremity of hazard; mw it weeſſarily follewed to br the Duty of 

ſuch People, or any patt of them, to take .up Arms Defence of their Lives, Laws, 

Religion, 4nd Libertics, and of ther Polteriy, that they may net be left in fach an 


intolc- 
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| bands of Bloody Cut-throats; who are raiſed and keeped up for that e 
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intolerable bondage , and as 6 would not be accounted guilty of bringing God's 
e 


Wrath «por the whole Land, Fer. 22. 2, 3- Hear the Word of the Lord, O King 

of fudab, &c. Thou and thy Servants, and the People that enter in by theſe Gares, 

execure Judgment and Righteouſneſs, and deliver the Opprefſed out of the hand of 

the Oppreſlor, Chap. 37.2. Bur neither he, nor the Servants, nor the People of the 

Land hearkned to the Prophet Feremiah, wntil Wrath from the Lord conſumed them 

all: Now, had it not been the Peoples Duty, to have executed Judgment and Righte-,,, , _. 
oulnels, and to have delivered the Opprelfed out of the hands A the Oppreſlor ; Ze- gle ds 
dekiah and his Servants (hich I think was meaned by the Nobility and Princes ) vancement of 
proving deficient, in order to the performing of their Duty, it neceſſarily followeth, to God's Worſhip 
be the Peoples Duty ; For if it had not been their Daty, it had not been their fin to #4 Service, wn 
have omitted it : But here we ſee it s as well charged bome, to be the Peoples fin, as na" 6 
zo be the ſin. of the King, or the (ia of hu Nobles: But, ſay ſome, who ſhall be Judge people. 

mn ſuch Caſes? To which I Anſwer, that the Law of God s the only Supreme and In- 

fallible Judge in all ſuch Caſes; for what other Judge #, when two Ro Monarchs 

falleth out in War, neither of them being SubjeCt to any other Judge. Bus ſome profane 

and brutiſhly ignorant malignant ſaith, that this or that Ignorant Fellow, or Huſly, 

rake upon them to determine what the Law of God ſaith in ſuch Caſes : I Anſwer, nei- 

they this, nor that Ignorant Fellow, or Huſſy, wor yet rhe, or that Ignorant, Profane, 

Wicked, or Perhdious Prince or Princeſs, & capable to be Judge, Deut. 30.11. For 

this Commandment which I command thee this day, it 1s not hidden from thee, nei- 

ther is it far off, verſe 12. Ir is not in Heaven, thar thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Who ſhall go 

up for us to Heaven and bring it to us, that we may hear ir and do it, &c. Neither is 

it beyond the Sea, &c. but the Word is very near unto thee, in thy Mouth, and in 

thy Heart that thou may'ſt doit; And in this caſe I do __ to any Man of a Sober 

Wir aud Judgment, ſeeing the Secrets of the Lord are with them that fear him, P/al.2.5. 

14. And ſeeing evil Men underſtand not Judgment, but they rhat ſeek the Lord un- 

derſtand all things, Prov. 28.5. For they know not how to do Right, who ſtore up 

Robbery in their Palaces, Amos 3. 10. Who is moſt capable to Judge, what the Lawof 

God determineth, in all ſuch matters? Artaxerxes 4 great Monarch commanded, That 

whatſoever is commanded of the God of Heaven, that it ſhould be diligently done, 

for the Houſe of the God of Heaven, for why ſhould there be Wrath upon the Kin 

and his Sons, Ezre 7.23. But O how many Men at this time, of the Sons of Belial 

contrary to what is fs ſpoken of, ſcrew up thoſe who are above them to ſo bigh a Pi- 

nacle, and an illimited and Arbitrary Power, far above what either the Law of God, 

or the Law of Nature will admit wd for this wery etid and purpoſe, that they may glory 

in the works of their own hands, and that be whom they bave rhbus ſet up, and to whom 


. they have made a ſurrender of both Ctedit, Conſcience, 4nd common Hotieſty, may 


return unto them a Power over others, who are under them, by putting Swords in the 

*D, fo keep and 
bring into an Egyptian Bondage, the Perſons, Lives, Laws, Liberties, yea, ever the 
Souls and Conſcietces of the Lord's People : The which Power, I declare, to be Diabo- 
lical, Profane, and Blaſphemous, arid Pharioh-like to ſay, Who is the Lord that they 
ſhould obey him, Exod.5.2. Now ſeeing both the Throne and the Judgment is rhe 
Lords, then O Bleſſed and Happy Magiſtrate, who Ruleth and Governeth bis Subjects, 
keeping in a ſtraight Line of Subordination to God's Law and — in ſo doing, 
who may ſay to Bo, what doſt thou? Prov. And O Happy and Blefled People th 
Governed, Deut. 4. $8. And what Nation is there fo great, that hath Statutes and 


_—_— ſo Righteous, as all this Law which I ſer before you this day. But O rhe 


Blaſphemous Perjuries, and Wickedneſs of this Apoltite Generation, whom #6 Bands, \ 
Obligations, nor Covenants can bind, except eſt fi oken in the 149 Plal. 8. But ſha 
they thus break the Covenant, and eſcape and be delivered ? Ezek. 17. 15, 18. As if 
the Lord's Hand and Power could not reach then, ts infli# jult and due Puniſhimenc 
wpon them which commit ſach things. I do detelt ad abhor rhat woful Indulgence 
and Incroachment, and Ulurpation on the Crown and Pretogatives Royal of ouf Lotd 
Jeſus Chriſt ( at leaſt in the givers ory howbeit, I have very much Love, Cha-. 
rity, and AﬀeGtion to many, who have embraced the ſame, for I do _ f that 
they have been out-witted in that matter, and have not wickedly departed ras 
following the Lord ; yet 1 bee they foal pet their Souls for 4 prey in the day of tlie 
Lord, although they may ſuffer lols, in botling [uch Hay and Sa ble «pon — 
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Chriſt Jeſus,when that their work ſhall be burnt up by the fire of his Jealouſte. 
I proteſt before God, Angels, and Men, againſt all theſe Acts of Parliament or Coun- 
He proteſts a» cil, hich are againſt,and derogative to the work of God and Retormation, and car- 
gainſt all Atts rying on of the lame, according as we are engaged and (worn in theſe holy bands of 
oak bgg oe the National Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant; I abhor the ſhedding f 
" the Bloodof the Lord's People, for their adhering to the ſame, and the Peoples guard- 
ing ſuch in Priſon-Houſes and at Scaffolds unto rheir Death; whom both by the Oath 
of God upon them, and by the eminent and laudable Laws of the Land, and by the 
Law of Nature they were obliged to have defended to the uttermoſt of therr Lives and 
Fortunes; Ir being moſt well known, that ſuch as were put to Death, had committed 
no Crime, but on the contrary had performed a Duty, which they were as much obliged 
to have performed as theſe, if the Guarders had been as faithtul 70 God and Man as 

the Pannels were, 2M 

And againſtthe Likewiſe I proteſt againſ# their Baniſhment, Impriſonment, or Finings, or Con- 
Perſecution ( 25 finements, and againſt all the hardſhips and perplexities of whatſoever kind, hich 
- = it) Of rhey have been put to, through the Iniquity of the Times: So that we may juſtly with 
On our Predeceſlors ſay, That our Perſecutors have devoured us, and have cruſhed us, 
have emptied us, ſwallowed us up like a Dragon, and have filled their bellies with our 
Delicates, and have caſt zs out, Jer. 5. 34. For which cauſe, God gave a charge to 
prepare Inſtruments for the overthrow and deſtruction of ſuch Perſecutors, v. the 1 2. 
Becauſe it was the Vengeance of the Lord and of bis Temple, ſo ſhall our Remnant 
ho out-lrve theſe Perſecutors, ſay, v.35. The violence done ro me. and my fleſh, be 
pon Babylon, and my blood be upon the Inhabitants of Chaldea ; /et wrath from the 
Lord purſue them, for their blood and violence in their Perſons and Eſtates, and their 
ftrength, herein they confide, and in their Friends and Favourites, who have conſul- 
ted and contrived within their wicked courſes. I hope the time is drawing nigh, and 
that the joynts of their Loyns is looſing, their knees are beginning to ſmite one againſt 
another, Dan. 5. 6.and the hand-writing begins to be pourtrayed upon the Wall, becauſe 
they bave not conſidered what God did to their Predeceflors, for their Idolatrous Pride 
and Wickedneſs; although they knew it, yet they are become more wnſolent in Idolatry 
and Wickedneſs, and daring "gainſ God than ever their Forefathers preſumed to be, 
in medling with the Veſſels and Materials of Gods Houſe, and with the Crown and 
Kingly Office of Chriſt Jeſus, and have appropriate them to their own Idolatrous ends 
and uſes, 21,22. Therefore, when the iy" Sword of the Lord's Indignation and 
Juſtice breaketh forth to devour, which it may do, before the dark night of theſe dread- 
ful Diſpenſations paſs over, then ſhall the Time-ſerving Hypocrites of this Generation 
begin to their untimely Prayers, viz. Hills and Mountains fall upon them, to hide 
He pretends to them from the face of rhe Righteous Judge, for who may abide the day of his com- + 
tore-tell that ;ng, for Executing of Vengeance on his Adverſaries? In that day the Man ſhall be 


rhe time will accuſed who keepeth back bis Sword from blood, and who doth the work of the Lord 


Choſe R__ "Ip Fa fully, Jer. 48, IO. Tea, Happy ſhall he be that taketh this Curſed ng 
e that 


ſhall execute and Prelatical Brood, and daſheth them againſt the Stones; yea, Happy ſhall he 
Vengeance up- rewaxdeth them os they bave ſerved us, Plal. 137. For this Honour have all his Saints, 
thePrelates,&c, ;}, high Praiſes of God in their mouth, and a two-edged Swerd in their hand, to exe- 
cite Vengeance upon the Heathen, Pſal, 149. | : 
Having thus delivered my ſelf in the points that I bave mentioned, 7 only add to 
He proteſts a- hat I have ſaid, that I do only own theſe things as my own Judgment in theſe great 
gainſt charging 24 Important matters, not willing that any thing wherein others may differ from me, 
— © ſhould be looked upon as the principles id, perſwaſion of that Party whereto I adhere : 
upon the whole 11d 1 obtelt that no man be ſo Diabolick and Profane, as to charge this upon an of my 
Party. perſwaſion, it being but my own, in which I hope, God hath approven me, and whom 
God Juſtibketh, who dare Condemn ? | 
Now, if the Lord, in his wiſe and over-ruling Providence, bring me to the end of 
my Pilgrimage, and to my long lookid for and deſired Happineſs, let him take his own 
way and time, in bringing me to it: And in the mean while, O my Soul, ſing thou 
this Song, SP2tng up, O Well of rhis Happineſs and Salvation, of all this eternal 
Hope and Conſolation, and whilft thou art burthened with this clog of a clay Taber- 
nacle,, dig thou deep init, by Fauth, Patience, Hope and Charity, and withal the In- 
ſtruments which God bath given thee; dig in it both by Precepts and Promiſes, dig 
carefully, and dig continually, ay and till. rhou come tq the Source and Head f the 
ON .S OT oun« 


3) 
Fountain hin{elf, from whenes.the Waters of Life flow fatthi dig until thax come to 
the Aſlemply of «be Firlt born, when thy Seng} amet hy fung ta the Praiſe and 
Glory of. # oooh dag onber poncirigry Q my Soul, foBow 
(in all this tbe. Diredhion of "the (tres? Law-giver ;:fo. ſholt rhow projger is 
all thy taking __ Olupgy Newtoes Fhonep of Iſrack, 20 wr atlas: fo 
the fight, and to the Song, o-4he pains, and ts the wohioh: none of the" tmeced 
multitude of- Murmurers werd AdneHied Fa: hoewnfe: of thebr yaliclief, Numb. a 1.17. 
And,O Fathes of Mercy, auhile 1 am raſſed upen the Araor Seas of | anfes rrous , 


bles, grant $het th way be with me, ndtba thy Evcrlaſtin be w- 

SIE TAIL IAOgE- wr poor” nn 
importuga "he Ryo Ex 6 = ny P39 Seri 
wr wb fo in the work be 14s about. 


Pare w_ w po ray. ons oa {ing yo 7 ran meg dig yi f woot 

- trouble jutq-Exzernal Reb, « Arg I ſhall pris fo fn. the Reck Chriſt, ous 

whoxs flaweth rhe pure Fountain 41d River of Life and Happineſs, which I may 

rink,and net be damwbed — ns Satan, or the invaſions of fin, or of 
s wicked world ay wore ; 90 decording Mar. 10.19. Our of eras, 
Fatherly Mercy, Lge preſew help help, apply, direQtion 5p this rome of trouble, .,,1 1:redionmn 
ſeeing it # not ty mon that walketh, to dereth bas own ſteps, Jer. x0. 2.3. and rhough it this time of 
be @ hard thing rightly to dfimguiſh —_ Sin and Grid, yet thy Law, thy Word, trouble. 
end thy Truth which are quick ovud ; der of Soul and Spirit, 
anda Seer of thothnndan code 19> ight, Pfal. 119.105. Plal:2 2.8. 
For thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, are ſure, ri \ nap x4 Pal. "oP = 
thou alone canſt make all thy Diſpenſations IE tes 
way of Sin, even when they ſeem to be de ive, Efay _ af. norm, thou 
intends them yot for deſtru but for tryal, Deur. 8.2. 16. Pee further Humi- 
liation, for thou, O Lord, haſt led me for Er wr _ through a barren = weariſome 


Wilderneſs, to the end, that thou mayſt w & of Mortification in me, although, 
if it had ſeemed good wnto thee, hen = ave brought mo into the Land of Pro- 


miſe and Reſt a nearer way, Exod. 13.17. For thou ps, 1any 4 time bideſt 
Pride from men, and ſealeſt up their Infra, that thou ver py os bis Soul from 
the Pit, aud that bis like mo th the light, Job-3g.17 ding thou,” O Lord, 


ſhouldſt ſend me the back walk, and tenar-of _ Souls comforts, and 


encouragemeats from thegce ; yet 1 have wo cauſe to hard dealing from rhy | 
hand, fone tby TIES 42.6. O God, my G5; 
Soul s caſt down wit his mae rhep frow tbe Land of fardes, anne dem 


nd Sen ale 2 them ab Tes, the laft tire he me #0 the 
houſe, and wade owe ber Banner Tas he ws y” _” 
Kipper, Nov, 167 dt wy mee 


{ſpoke # in mine there wes s tempeſtueus 


I_=— me; but withal he 
ſtorm to meet me in the Face, 


which I beboved to go through yen thas proviſion, 1 Kings x9 
—_— Cl ane ohh x ond mabod wat ar $10 Ss 
ſhower, ond 4pais 6 fenhlials and ; therefore, keep thew lens 


to God, — ra. guabg mem oyr mace ger be il, and be coment, ' 
al my Perlecurors cav de,either by fraud or borce, com maither aker ya 
COP or add ſo muc as 8 degree thereto, neither len out the rime of 

for 6 moment, Mat. 19.29. Exod. 12.41. Ab Pharaoh's Power could wot keep 


or 6 Paul, Phil. 
lt 0, day fn rotndnp dra Acc og dur yy er 


Earth be forſaken, #nd the Rock be removed put of its o for me ? Job x8. 4. Should 
Ga det ene Prone 3” theve «s ſuch an efficacy as to 
carry off things #0 the. and __ wth ap irreſiſtible Power? Aud 


praper 
that I may be found in him, not 63 
Law, bur tha Et 
Yrs pig get 


9, $0. ro 
with Fear 5 
a—erbaber I 
heirs wine Tee ain paar 1. wrt har 
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with a Sodomitiſh blindrief) that birhervo © they could net- frid out the "way, how to 
break in upon me; and I hope, he will in Uue time bring 4e-out of the fiety Furnace, 
and ſhall. uot through hu.Grace, ſuffer the ſinell 'oheveaf whe found" #fon me ; and if 
wot, yet I never beld ihr be my Duty 5o'Worſhip rbw> rotten and ſtinkivg Idol of Jea- 
loukie, which theſe Natians bave ſet up, who beve killed bbth the Lord _ and therr 
own Prophets, and: bwve Perſecuted us, 11 The. 2. 15: For thon, O Lord; haſt not 
abhorred or deſpiſed wy AfMliftions,' when I was AfRQed *- neither haff thou hid thy 

| Face from me, but when I cryed unto thee. thou heardeſt me, Pſal. 2.2;'2.4. Now, 
O Lord God, thou haft made the Heaven; and the Eazrth/by thy great Power, and 
{trexched-out Arm, Fer.:32.17. Bring thow me as \ength/fo a happy artival within 
the Gates of the New Jeruſalem, 2vbere wo-unclean yng can come; * that ny praiſe 
may be of .thee in the great Congregations And alrbongh, at Job ſaith, 'Chap. 10. 17. 
That thou, O Lord, haſt delivered me to the ungodly,' arid haſt turned 'me over into 
the hands of the wicked, yet by this I know, that thou,” O Lord, favoureſt me, becauſe 
mine Enemies do not truumph over me; when 1 faxd'in Judgment, thiw, O Lord, didſf 
= condemn ;. and if. it N h thee, eres A #beir hands,Pfal. 4.1. 11. 
Plal. 37.33. But canſt bring up my Lite | the Pit.of Corruption, Jonah 2. 6. 
And Pane 7 have Fu hr Fe ec ſought after nA 4 things, $#t thy Honour 
and Glory, the Good, Liberty, and Safety f thy Church'and People, although I may 
be now mif-conſtrudted by many ; yet at length, I hope, thou Lord, wilt make my Lighr 
break forth as the Morning, and my Righteouſneſs as the Noon-day, and that Shame 
and Darkneſs ſhall cover all who are Adverlaries to my Righteous Cauſe; For rhow, 
Lord, art the Shield of my help, and the Sword of my excellency, and my Enetnies ſhal/ 
be found Lyars, Amen, yea, and Amen. 


James Mitchel. 


th 
id 


; C 9. : A ND thus I have given you the whole Subſtance and final Concluſion of 
g_—_— .. this moſt Vilainons Paper, in-which you find the Aurbor Diſcourſing in 
—clan 50'S ſome places like a Feſwite, 'in ſome like an 'Enthufraf, and in many places like both. 

And frotn the beginning to.the end of it he Argues from the ſuppoſed walidity of the 
Fudicial Law, which God gave the 1fraelites, not as their God, but as their Political 

Sovereign,. and which they on the other hand received from his Infinite Majeſty, not 

on a Moral. Account, as his Rational Creatures, or the Sons of Adam, or Noah; but 

upon the-Account of the Civil Relation they had to him as Subjet?s, or- bi People in a 

Mitchel's Az- Polttical (ence. For the Fewiſh Government, as all their Writers agree," was a Theo- 
guments foun- ,, ical Conſtitution, or the Temporal Kingdom of God ; who was pleaſed to become 
ſuppottd vali- Jebovab-Stator, and dwell among them in a viſible external manner : In ſo much tha 
dity of the Ju- the Judges, and Kings were:but Hig b-Commuſſioners, and Vice-Roys, who were Choſen, 
dicial Law, and Depoſed by him at his pleaſure, and. like _ and Foſhua, his firſt two Generals, 
which God could neither make Har, nor Peace, nor ut any State-matter of great moment, 
gave the Jew?, \,:chous firſt acking Counſel of the Lord. : - | 


not as their 


God, bur their Sometimes he anſwered them by Adefſeng 


ers, or Prophets; ſometimes by Dreams 
Political Sove- and Viſions: 'but moſt commonly in.the.tume berwixt Moſes and the Captivity, by 
reign»  Urim and Thummim , whnch was a Political: Oracle, appointed on purpoſe for the 
Our S$aviour'# Fudges, Kings, or Generals, 'or the whole Congregation to conſult in Matters of State 
Rk own the and Har, But our Saviour, Who came to break down the Wall of Partition berwixt 
Wall of parti- the Gentiles and the Jews, .threw his Fathers Incloſure into the Common again, arid 
tion betwixt put an end to his Politicel Government oyer the Jews. . Who bad they embraced 
Jews and Gen- Chyjſt;anity, and continuetd in their » as one entire People to this day, would 
—_—_— 1, 99t have been obliged by their ſpecifick s, and Statutes, wherein their Civ1l, 
ages. nes> Crimissl, 'and Military Laws confilt. . No, the whole fie of the Goſpel 4s'fo incon- 
fe&ly incontatt- fiſtent with the Fexwiſh Oeconomy, that it 1s impoſſible tor Chriſtians to obſerve ſome, 
egt with'the «© ridiculous ta obſerve others, and 1mpiont again to obſerve othersof their Fudicrel Laws. 
whole detgn of Of the loft ſort are all thoſe. which God gave the Fews; as Carmifices Gemtinmy or Ex- 
the Golpe. ecutioners of his Hrath upon the Seven Idolatroue incorrigibhe Nations, as likewiſe all 

Ls DN NED Fo thoſe 


(27) 


And as Davits relates in- the Ninth Book of his, Hiſtory, the P compared t ſtian Diſpen- 
vf Guiſe, that Patron of the curſed League, to Maccabeas, and the Feſuites fation | 
complemented him with the name of Gideon, and bid bim go on, and n'the e" I aſians 


as this. Thou Ele Son of God, take here the Sword of Gideon,the Sword of Jephthah, *4 upon thar 
khe Sword of Sampſon, the Sword of David, the Sword of the Maccabees, go, and be ground. 


Secret of the Feſuites, ſeeing he hath not aRed only like one of their Aſaſſines, but —— | 
written his Apology with their 20008 Ink. If. Father Brown the Feſuite, that Preach'd , 57% © =o 
among them f6 many years, had 'penn'd it, could it have-ſavoured fronger of the S% yy the Pen of 
ciety of Feſus, or become ſuch an Author. better than it doth? He boaſted on his Death- Father Brown, 
bed at Ingefton-brigges,that he had Preached as dowwright Popery in our Field-Conven- or atiy other 
Cicles, as ever he had Preached-in Rope it ſelf; and had he been the Author of this JEſuite.. 
Paper, he might have allo boaſted, to the comfort of his departing Soul, that he had 

| written as true a Papiſtical Pampbler, as ever was written in the Romiſh Church. I 

think there is great preſumption to alert, that the Farber might help to indodtrinate 

{Mitchel in this Myſtery of Iniquity ; bur if he did not, yet both he and the Author of 

Naphthali might invent theſe Dof#rines without conſulting Fofuites, ſeeing it is the 

 Cabala of theirown SeF, +": : 


4 


For this way of Arguing to-do miſchief from the Fudicial Law, was the Logick of This way of 
our moſt Primitive Presbyterians, which bath ever ſince cauſed ſo much nine and Arguing to do 
_ blood. Sant 1» rape dow 


For in the Convention at Edenburgh, Fan. 1560. for Ratification of a new formof 27e nut 


Church-Policy, it was EnaRted, that all Adonuments and Places of Idolatty, by name molt Primitivy 
Chappels, Cathedral Churches, and Colledges, ſhould be ſuppreſſed, whereupon through Presbyrerians, 
the :nſtigation of Tohn Knox, enſued (faith my c Author) a piti- 

ful Vaſt ation of Churcbes,and Church-buildings,ſo that the Li= # Spotſw. &c. in An- 

braries nor Church-Regiſters, not Sepulchres of the Dead were no 1560, L. 3. 

ſpared. And ſome ill-adviſed Preachers (faith he)' did ani- | 

mare the People in their Barbaroms proceedings, crying out, that places, where Idols 

had been Worfhipped, ought by the Lew of God to be deſtroyed, and that the ſpa- 

ring of they was the reſerv] of things exeerable; as if (be ſubjoyns) the Coms- 

mandment given to Iſrael for SoProping the places where the Canaanites did Worſhip 

their falſe Gods, had been a Warrant for them ro do'the /ame. I con- 

fefs the Conncit of Carthage, m the time of Honorias, that Can.62. +... . 
the Emperors ſhould be Petition'd to rate the Templar, and deftroy the he dg wt 
Reliques of Heathen Idols; but it was becauſe in Meritime, and. other places of Africa, fans are 
Idolatry was yet profeſſed in 5hem, and not from-any ſenſe of Dety incumbent upongiven. 

chem trom the Moſaic Law. For: that as well as the \Datin and Greek Churches 

converted the Temples of 1dols into/the Churcher of 'Chrift; bur as for the | 

#aty uſeleſs Company of them, which remain'd as Swares, and Monuments of the De- 

minion which the Devil had had in the World, they thought it -both for the Honour 

and Irereſt of Chriſtianisy, that they ſhould be-taken.away. -: :: |. 44; | 
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-Y terkoGllening yeargwa.56 r. albough Queen Mary nd agreed with the Council, 
 "Phar'Sheſhould have her own Serwice in her own Chappel, yet the next day, when 
1! 1 ralls! 1.5) +300 the C4 Fof were: carried through the Court, a Zealot of Mr. 
dSpotſw. &c. L.4. . Atthel's Princ ' fell upon him that bore them, and broke 
A x562," - © '-:thetn all itt picccs, ard had not the Twrmult been timely ſuppreſ- 
+ 9417 1 . ©» feb by ſomemoderate Spirits, abominable Barbarities had cnſued ; 
For fonte maintain'd, rhar if right were done, Her Majeftics Priefts ſhould have been 
- Ghiny /acrording to Gods Law againſt Tidolaters: It would be endleſs to trace theſe 
. Principles down from the time of the Original Presbyterians to theſe unhappy days; 
. Your _—_ of them in the Parkement Sermons,. and innumerable other Pam- 
phlets of the late Fines. How often did the late. Presbyzerian Preachers _—_ 
the Horſe'of Conmiens for their Zeal, and ranſack the Old Tefament for Examples an 
Prevapts to perſwade the giddy Velgur, that the Rebels fought the Lords Bartels, and 
that their Cauſe was bur? How ; dd they compare the moſt attive of them tg 
Giilton, Samſon, and Phinebas, and complement the Wort bies of the late long Parlia- 
owt in England, as C_—_—_ 15:6, Complemented the laſt King of France, 
when he raſed: an the extirpation of rhe Proteſtants, in the Glorious 
' Name of the Lord of Hoſts? +» Did not that derking of rhe Fadion, Mr, Calamy,in the 
Bloody Speech which he made in 43. at the Guildhall of Londen, to the Citizens, (to 
de them to contribute largely towards the bringing in of our Scottiſh Army) 
* * juſtibie himſelf from the objeRioh of his own tender Conſcience, that he being a Mz- 
wifter of the Goſpel, ſhould ftir them up to make War, by taking an Apology from 
Namb. 10. and Deut+20. where God Ordained, that the Sons of Aaron the Prieſts 
ſhould found the Alarm with the Sikver Trampets, and that the Prieff ſhould make a 
Speech to encourage the People gaing out to Bettel-ro fight for the Lord of Hoſts. So 
The Whigs ar- that Nepbthali, Nebuſttan, ans MitchePs Papers are but the laſt improvement of the 
rived to the Presbyterian Logick and Zeal, which makes our Comvesticle-Preachers ride about with 
higheſt pitch of Gairds, like Princes, and their followers, more like Sowldiers than Chriſtians, 
pony come Armed by Thouſands into the Fs "x: Sol 
and are as , 
ready to do as 


much for the » | 
Spiritual, as Q. ro. They are now arriv'd at the bigheſt pitch of Enthuſfiars and Bigotry, and 
the Fiſth-Mo- Bre 28 ready upon alboccafions, to-do as much for the _ Crows of Chrif,which 
narcy-Men are they think inconſiſtent with the Atre; as the Men of the Fifcb Monarchy Principles, 
— madon of ATC ready to do for the Temporal m—_— = So that if God in his good Pro- 
by 5g widence had norfent down the Duke us to preyeant the forms 
Sorted in. that were ready to ariſe, in all humane probobality, this Kingdow had been involy'd 
debect tothe in ſuch a violent Rebelhon, as could not have been quell'd without extrinſecal force. 
Dukeof Laz- His Grace came hither without any proſpect of trouble; and the incredible numbers of 
CERT 
a6 for were ro make him pr \that all'wou ene. But he had 
Pete ani Oui: nge bean many :days agjong us, when he was firpriz's with the News of great Inſo- 
et, who had a Jenxcies, and Diſorders cauſed by the Field-Comvemicles in the Weſt. 
very Glorious Now, to make you underſtand what Wind blew up that ſecret flame, and how thoſe 
Cecepion; but ,vil Prenciples probably came to'be put into fermentation, I mult lead you back to 
arrival was ſur. the year F- 674. when ſome, whoſe n—_ fat exceeded __ under the old 
prized with the pretence of 'redrefilng Grievences, did deſign fnnag e t almoſt ren- 
News of great Fed the Parliament uſeleſs for the Publick end;, for whi it was called. 
Tr oacieeyKc. . The Dukeof L——__ bm rare s High Connifſens, and there was 
y , of which he himſelf did not propoſe the removal; nor any one 


not ſatshe their d:contents 
ed beſides the removal of 


which before bad been orderly places; and 
Diſcontented | On p— Poople from their Daty to 
an. the King, and the Church. dndaf 'theic hold di romyrs, and diforderly Prediijes had 


nor 
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not then been timely.quelPd by Grace's care and conduF?, it is ealie to divine to But the Con- 
what eminent hazard our Peace and Government had been expos'd. fuſions which 
Whether our Fanaticks were then under-hand encouraged to commmit theſe Iyſg. *hrearned to 
lencies, by deſigning Malecontents, time the revealer of Secrets may ſhew; bur ic is = 4". 
}beyond all peradventure, that ſcendalows and —_— diviſions cauſed by nothing mts, 4-1 
but Envy and Diſcontent, did then animate, and embolden them to theſe turbulent and Prudence. 
Pratices; and therefore it ſeems not improbable, that the ſame Diſcontented Party en- 
vying the Duke his glorious Reception, and the juſt eſteem he hath with his Prince, and Envy at the 
intending to fruſtrate his beſt Counſels and Endeavours for preſerving 7b, and by Duke's Honou- 
conſequence the Kingdom of England in Peate; have now Conjured up the Fanats- CE 
cal Spirit again, to act in more inſolent irregularities, than at any ume heretofore. _ CE 
But let the Cauſe be what it will, the Conventicles were never ſo numerous and frequent, arg his unwea- 
as they now began, and ſometime after continued to be in Fife, Clid/dale, Trviot- ried Endea- 
dale, Galloway, Sterling-ſhire, and Carri#; the laſt of which Shires had always been, v9urs tor the 
peaceable and orderly till now,when they all conſpired to invade the Publick Peace. Ar pada ml 
theſe Field-Conventicles would meet ſometimes five or ſix thouſand, ſometimes eight gg _ "0 
or nine thouſand at a time, as many of which as were fit to bear Arms, and could pro- ground of the 
vide them, never failed to come appointed into the Field. For this Reaſon our Law: preſent Trou- 
and Proclamations ſtile theſe Field-Meetings Rendezvouzes of Rebellion, which is as bles, &c, 
modeſt a Name as they can deſerve. For moſt of the Principal Preachers among them, 
as Welſh and Arnott, are either attainted or declared Traytors, and were Ators in the 
Rebellion of 66. and the Harangues (for I will not call them Sermons) which they 
make to the People, tend to wothing but to make them Kebel, and poſſeſs them with 
hatred againſt the King and the Church. In Otober laſt at Sanchil in Carrif, Mr. 
Welſh, attended with ſeven or eight Seditions Preachers, made a Preachment to the 
Principal Diviſion of a aching upwards of 700a People, upon St. Fohn 1 1. 34, Treaſon and 
35- In this Preachment, among other Treaſonable fuff, he ſpoke theſe words. The Rebellion open- 
King, the Nobles, and the Prelates, are ſure the Murderers of Chriſt ; and then fit- mY _— _ 
ting down in his Chair, he ſaid, Oh People, I will be filent. Speak, O People, and fone ne 
zell me what good the King hath done fince his home-coming ; yea, hath he not done all vefore were ne- 
the miſchief a Tyrant could do——>? Ar another Conventicle not long after, he ſpoke ver ſo nume- 
thus, or to this purpoſe; That he was ary that God would yet aſſert the Cauſe *945 and fre- 
of Pentland-Hills, i ſpite of the Curates (for ſo they call the Orthodox Miniſters) and 
their Maſters the Prelates, and in ſpite of the Prelates, and their Maſter the King, and 
in ſpite of the King, and his Maſter the Devi/. 
Burt to proceed ; at theſe Fie/d-Meetings they Adminiſtred the Solemn League and The Splemn 
Covenant to the People; and made them ſwear never to hear the Orthodox Miniſters <*5"* and 
more; andina moſt Popiſh manner, gave them the Sacrament thereupon. | They alſo nene> enum 


kept Claſſical Meetings, where they ordained Ignorant and Fattious ſtriplings, and People at the 
by an unparalled At of Schiſm, took the Contience to re-ordain mls Me. obn Cu- Fiele-Meetings; 
_—_ who was formerly ordained Presbyter by the late Lord Biſhop of Galloway ; 
likewiſe preſumed to receive the Hypocritical Confeſſions and Repentance of ſuch 
as they had per/waded, or ſuborned to confeſs the great ſin of joyning in Worſhip with In contempr of 
our Church. They admitted Ruling Elders in Geral Precin##s, and with incommpa- Avthority they 
rable Impudence proceeded to Inſtitute, and indu# Preachers of their Tribe, both into mt _m 
vacant and full Churches; according to Mr. Mitehel's Judgment, who afferts in his Walk and pl 
Apology, that every Pariſh ought to choole its Preacher, and that Patronage is bur a net ride abour 
Popiſh Rite. They alſo confiding in their numbers, proceeded iy manifeſt comempt of tbe Countrey 
Authority, to erect Preaching Houſes ; particularly in Carrif and Galloway, where > Guards of 
Perſons of no mean Quality and Intereſt, harbour'd and carefled thoſe great Apoſtles of _ Bn. 
the Cauſe, Welſh and Arnott, who ride about theſe diſ-affefted Shires in great State Orthodox Mi- 
and Security, with Guards, conſiſting of forty, fifty, ot greater numbers of Horſe. niſters ( whom 
From theſe Inſolencies they proceeded to invade the Howſes, and menace the Perſons of 9% had de- 
ſome Orthodox Miniſters, whom Mr. Welſh declared either in a Conventicle, or Pres- _ s a” 1 
tery, ſomewhere in Carri&, that it was as Lawfal to kill, as for the Iſraelites to kill zs an yk = 
the Canaanites, if they complained to the Mer (for fo he catled the Magiſtrates Y Ijaelites to kill 
in Power. Theſe out-rages fo frighted the Orthodox Clergy, that many Fg for- Canaaniter) 
ſook their Charges; and ſome of our Biſhops, who lived in thoſe diſtra#ed corners, ***© terrifi- 
were forced for their Security, to repair to this Town. Thus all things ſeemed to run IP oY 
into Confuſion; and if excellent — had not been uſed to preyent the A * P Charges. 
eh 
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ſuch dangerous beginnings ; the Fattion by this tigÞ#had grown into a formed Party, 
and diſputed rhe Cauſe with an 4rmy in the Fielg. 


$. 11. The firſt thing the Privy Council did, was to iſſue out Proclamations tor 
Proclamations the execution of the Laws againlt theſe Conventicles ; and to uſe all means poſiible tor 
iſſued out ro ſejz5ng the Perſons of Welſh and Arnott, and other Sediriows Preachers : Bur the for- 
PR Las mer were rendred ineffeCtual, the Heritable Sheriff, and Bayliffs, and other Officers 
is of the Seditious Diſtris retuling to AF; and the /atter could nut be brought to effet?, 
venticles, bur becauſe the Preachers are always fo ſtrongly Guarded in Pubhick; and in prevate thel- 
che Sheriff and ter themſelves with ſuch Superſtitions adorers of their Holy Perſons, as none of the 
Bayliffs refuſed propoſed Rewards can tempt to betray. Diforders thus continuing, the Council ac- 
"_ quainted Hx Majeſty with the dangers they threatned, and humbly moved him to ſend 
{peedy Orders, that a conſiderable yamber of his Iriſh Troops ſhould march to the Ma- 
ritime Borders next adjacent to Galloway, and the Weſtern Shires, to be ready tor 
Tranſportation if occaſion required. His Majeſty, who was long ſince acquainted with 
the Spirit and Principles of our Remonſtrator-Presbyterians, in complyance with the 
wholelome Advice of his Privy Comnctl, immediately ordered, that a well-appointed 
Party, of about 3000 Horle and Foor, ſhould be ſent under the Condut# of the Loy- 
zo0o of His al, and Valiant Viſcount of Granard, our Countrey-man, to quarter upon the Ma- 
—_— _ ritime Borders, and to march at the Command of the Privy Council here. "This par- 
the Cmmang Ticular care of His Majeſty, and the approach of the Forces, did very much ſurprize 
of the Viſcount the Fanatical Party, who were made to believe by the Malecoments, that the Duke 
Granard, Or- had no Intereſt at Court, nor was Capable to procure any extrinſical aſſiſtance, although 
dered to march they ſhould Rebel. The Iriſh Forces being arrived upon the Coaſts, the Council were 
” refoly'd to try what fair and gentle means would do; and thereupon directed Letrers 
' to the Heritors (whom you call Lawd-lords ) of Aire and Renfrew, to know it they 
The Hericors Would undertake by their own Power to reduce theſe diſorders, having the King's Au- 
commanded to £2079 for that effect. "The Heritors met in a full Aſſembly, and after two days con- 
repreſs theſe ſultation, returned Anſwer by three Noble Lords, whom the Comuncil had fent to at- 
Diſorders by tend them, that they could not wndertake by their own Power to keep the Countrey 
their own PoW-. free from Conventicles, or any diſorders that might enſue thereupon. 
m_ ts M You muſt know that our Landlords have far more Authority over their Tenants, 
ts <4 than yours ; inſomuch, that in the moſt di/affefed places, there are no Conventicles, 
Land-lords in Where the Heritors and Swperiors uſe their private Authority to keep the People conſtant 
Scotland bave to the Church. All the World here knows, that there is not a more F anatical Shire in 
a far greater. this Kingdom than Adurray ; and yet by the ſingle Authority and Intereſt of that moſt 
—_ Tenants, Loyal and deſerving Perlon the Earl of Murray, it is kept in as perfe&t Order and Obe- 
than they have dence, as if there were no Convemticles in the World. Bur, as for the aforeſaid Shires, 
in Erg/and. the Council expected no ſuch Anſwer from them, becauſe they of all others have had 
molt Indulgence, as having Non-Conformiſt Miniſters legally ſertled in very many 
Churches among them ; which one would think, if thar Parry had any Reaſon, 14o- 
deſty, or Conſcience, might have kept them from trowbling the Publick Peace. There- 
fore the Council having received ſuch an unreaſonable Anſwer from the Herifors of 
theſe more Indxlged Shires, concluded what returns they might expe&t from others; 
and therefore began now tothink it was high time to reduce them to het Dwuty by forte. 
.. Whereupon, knowing that the body of this Kingdow was Lojal, they reſolved rat 
» - _ Gn — to reduce the Fanaticks by our own intrinſical Power, than to call in His Majeſties 
under the com. 17iſÞ Forces, unleſs there ſhould be abſolute need. Wherefore, to the King's ſtanding 
mand of the Forces, they added the M/itia of the moſt Loyal County of Angus, and admitted rhe 
Earl of Lin- ,Zuxiliary Forces, which ſeveral Loyal Lords that þave Intereſt and Authority in the 
Lirhgow, tore F[jphlands, did profiler to raiſe out of their Vaſſals and Dependents for His Majeſties 
_ —_ ſpecial Serwice in this critical exigence of Affairs. And by His Majefties ſpecial 4p- 
Pury by force. probation and Command, they were all united into _— under the Condutt of the 
moſt Valiant and Loyal Earl of Lin-Lithgow, who towards the latter end of laſt Fan. 
& Committee marched into the Weſtern Shires. | 
of the Privy And that all things might be tranfacted in a Fair, Legal, and Orderly manner 
Council ſent there is alſo ſent along with the Army a Commirree of the Privy Council, conſiſting 
vith the Army of Eleven Right Honourable Perſors, who are inveſted with ſufficient Power, Civil 
into'the Welit- FM : Ls 
and: Criminat, to puniſh all forts of Offenders, and are now iteddily purſuing thoſe 


ern $hires, 
great 


(3t) 
great ends for which they were ſent thither. There's a ſtrict Correſpondence Ry 
them and the Privy Council, ro whom they ſend frequent accounts of their Procee 
ings, and from whom they receive fuch meaſures and direttions, as may moſt conduce 
to reduce and ſecure thoſe diſorderly Shires. To which purpoſe, in the firſt place, they 
proceed to diſarm them, caufitg all ſuſpected Perſons to deliver their Arms ( whereof 
- great Proviſion was made) to their reſpective Sheriffs upon Oath, who are to deliver 
them to the Major-General, and to be ſent by him to His Majeſties Garrifſons. They 
have likewiſe Order to plant Garriſons in what places ſoever they ſhall think fir, and 
have proceeded to do Execution on the new built Meeting-Howſes, thoſe Temples of They have or- 
Baal Berith, by Commanding that they ſhould be pulled down, and that their Mate- ders'to plant 
rials ſhould be burnt.. They are likewiſe to tender a Bondto betaken by ail Heritors, G=rrifons, and 
wherein, as Maſters of Families, they are to be bound for themſelves, their Wives, oe _ the 
Children, and Servants, and, as Laxd-lords, for their Texants and Cottagers, that they ant pee 6 
ſhall not go to Convenricles, nor receive, or ſupply Conventicle-Miniſters, but live to tender a 
orderly in Obedience to the Law; fo that if their Wives, or any of their Chi/drem or Ser- Bond to be ra- 
wants Tranſgreſs, they will be 'bound to undergo the Legal Penalties for them. But ken by all He- 
in caſe their Tenants or Cottagers Tranſgrels, 6 will be bound to preſent them to > on 
Fuſtice,or turn them off rhfir Tenements,or elſe ro be liable to the Penalties they ſhall 


1ncur. 


The form of this Bond, or Civil Anti-Covenant, was 
drawn up by the Privy Council, 1nd is as followcth : 


winder ſubſcribing, do faithfully bind, and oblige me, That I, 
F us wit, Bairns, and —_—_ —— ebes wee bh weft & aig Oi 
venticles, and diſorderly Meetings in te coming, but ſhall live orderly is Obedience 
to the Law, under the Penalties contained in the Atts of Parliament made there anent. 
As alſo, I bind and oblige me, that my whole Tenants and Cotters reſpettively, their 
Wives, Bairns, and Servants ſhall likewiſe refrain, and abſtain from the ſaid Conven- 
ticles, and other illegal Meetings not Authorized by the Law, and that they ſhall Ive 
orderly in Obedience to the Law. And further, that I, nor thay ſhall recepr, ſupply, 
or commune with forfeited Perſons, intercommuned Miniſters, or Vagrant Prechere 
| but ſhall do our utmoſt endeavour to apprebend their Perſons. And in caſe my ſaid Te 
nants, Cotters, and their foreſaids Wal Contravene; I ſhall take, or apprehend any 
Perfon, or Perſons guilty thereof, and preſent them to the Judge Ordinary, that they 
may be Fined, or Imprifoned therefore, as # provided in the Atts of Parliament made 
thereanent. Otherwiſe I ſhall remove them, and their Families from off my ground. 
Ard if T ſhall fail herein, I ſhall be liable to ſuch Penalties e [aid Delinquents have 
incurr'd by the Laws, conſenting to the Regiſtration beredf in the Books of His Maje- 
ſties Privy Council, or Books of any her edu competent, that Letters and Execurg« 
rials may be diref# bereupon in form as Effeirs and Conſtitutes my Procurators. 


This is the tenor of the Bond; and leſt the force thereof ſhould be eluded, the Privy 

Council have declared, Thar every Heritor, that ſhall receive into his Lands, or Ser- 
vice any Tenants, or Servants of any other Heritor, without a Cerfificate from him, 
or the Minifter of the Pariſh where they liv'd, that they lived orderly, as to this mar- 
ter, ſhall be ſubje&to ſuch Fines as the Privy Cowncil ſhall think fit to inflict ro puniſh 
. them for their Crime, and repair the damage thar ſhall accrue tothe Heritor, or Maſter 
whoſe Tenarits of Servants they did receive. All the Lords of the Privy Cowncil, and 
the Judges (whom we call the Senators of the Colledge of Fuftice) together with the The preceding 
Advocates, Writers, and all others belonging to'the $ocierg of the Lawyers, have 'ta- Bond taken by 
ken this Bond, as alſo the Lords of the Ereliqney, and the Fuſticiary Lords, which is CY 
a very prevalent Example, and little doubt is miade, bur the generality of the Subjetts ju * © 
of the Nation will chearfull Jen it; as being ſo beneficial to Authority, and fo 
per an expedient to recover te ommon People unto their Wits. And it cannot ly 
o the leaſt umbrage of ſcruple to the Conſcience of the moſt weak ot peeviſh Diſſenrer ; 

ein g nothing bat a purely C524 alternative ops, to do what the Law requires, 


or ſubmit to the Penalties rhereitt contained; P it nay ſeem ſtrange in England, 
that 


"4 
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that a Laxd-ford ſhould be bound in this manner for his Tenants; but there is nothing 
more reaſonable, and cuſtomary here; becauſe our Heritors have ſuch a dz/potic Power 
over their Tenants, as you cannot well imagine, unleſs you had lived bere. 
If any refuſeto And in caſe any Perſons ſhall finally refwſe to rake this Bond ( as forme Fife, and 
take the Bond, Weſter Gentlemen have made difficy ty at it.) The Privy Council ( according to 
ow aret0 81\© the Legal and uncontroverted Prattiſe of that Board in all Ages) hath ordained, that 
ceuriy, that 7*tters ſhall be directed to them, to charge them forthwith to give in Security to Hi 
they, their fer's | | , ge them forthw1 give in Security S 
Wives,&c. ſhall Majeſties Privy Council, that They, ther Wives, Children, Tenants, and Servants , 
keep His Ma- ſhall keep His Majeſties Peace, and particularly that they ſhall not 0 to Conventicles, 
Jelfy _— nor harbour Rebels, nor intercommuned Perſons, and that they ſhall keep the Perſons, 
tes ; Families, and Goods of their Regular Miniſters harmleſs, under the double of every 
do, they are to Mans valued yearly Rent, if he have any, or of ſuch Penalties as ſhall be thoughe 
be Horned, convenient by His Majeſties Council, or thew Committee, if they have none; which if 
' they ſhall refuſe to do within ſix days next after the charge, they are to be declared His 
Majeſties Rebels (as the. manner is here ) with the ſound of an Horn. 

To conclude, the Committee is to proceed to the condign Cenſuring of ſuch, as ſhall 
appear upon proof to have 01 antok Welſh, or Arnott, as other intercommuned Per- 
ſons, and ſuch alſo as have invited, or convocated the ſilly m—_ unto the Field-A/- 
ſemblies, under pretence of hearing Sermons, and ſuch as contributed by Money, Wor k, 
or Materials to build the new Samaritay Synagogues; two of which the Earl of Caſ- 
fel was commanded to demoliſh in Carri , as was bis Duty to have done be- 

ore. 
All this doneby. All ths hath been done under the wiſe Conduft of the Duke of Lauderdale, to 
the Wiſe Con- 'whoſe preſence among us, next under God, this poor Church and Kingdom are redeva- 
duct of the þJe, that they have been- preſerved from Confuſron and Blood. And I queſtion nor, 
pers bug _ but his Vigorozes endeavours to ſuppreſs this Schiſm (the like whereof in all reſpedts 
e, whole . og 
vigorous En- Was never yet heard of in any Age, or Nation) have by this time effetually Contuted 
deavonrs to All the lying Reports that were ſent into England by our Men of Schiſm and Fattion, 


ſuppreſs this with a Deſign to render him odtoxs in our Neighbour Countrey, and diſcredit his ad- 


Faction have on. : 
miniſtration here. 
b-en ſuch, as © 


will confute all 


thoſe lying and | : % 
malicious Re» Y. 12. Bur I beg Mr. Mitchels, and your Pardon , for leaving him fo Jong. I 


ports concem- could not forbear to interſert this Account of his Weſtern Brethren, whoſe Confeſſor he 
— at we 11d, and whoſe Martyr he dy'd. Ple now return to viſit him again, andleave him 
"turns ro NO More, till I ſee him in his Grave. 
Mitchel, In the interval betwixt his Condemnation and Execution, he ſeldom ſpoke of his 
approaching Death, but as of a Martyrdom or Murther; and glory'd that he was ac- 
He ſpake of his counted worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt. This is the ſtile of his ſhort Speech, and the fre- 
=4 P—_ , quent Viſits, Papers, and Meſſages that he received from the Brotherhood to dye with 
M code or Courage m the Cauſe, and to Seal the Truth, that is, the Covenant, with his Blood, to- 
Murder, and gether with the frequent Debauches which he made with Ale, Wine, and Brandy, con- 
gloried that be tributed wery — heighten his obſtination, and make him inſenſible of his 
was 2ccount Crime. : 
x9. eo You cannot imagine how much the Fanaticks of all parts were concerged about 
The Fanaticks £199- From the Weſt a private Meſſage was ſent to the Arch-Biſhop, to afſure his 
much concern- Grace, That sf Mr. James Mitchel were hang'd, another ſhould not fail to execute bu 
ed for him: Deſign; His Majeſty's Advocate, who purſu'd him, received a threatning anonymozes 
none. Letter, and the common talk of this Town was, that Mr. James MitchePs Blood ſhould 
thelowdp.i. De reveng'd upon the whole Order; and truly I doubt not, but if all the Fathers of 
mate, and Lord Our Church, and all the Clergy under them had bur one Neck, that there are ar leaſt 
Advocate, 300 Covenanted Michels behind, that would ſtrive to cut it off. 
Since 1668. ſe- In the Year 1668, when he made the Arrempr, the Fanatical Party made a ſport 
na - _— of it; andas if the Ruine of the Church were ſure to follow upon it, many fair pretend- 
cheir Reſpect £75, tÞar out of complyance to Authority, had hitherto given our Biſbops that parti- 
rhey before had Cular wveneration that was due to their CharaFer, began now to ſlight them, and 
for the Biſhops, would ſcarce give them that common refpe&t which was due to other 34ev. The like 
&c. change was obſerved upon the late Inſolencies of the Whigs in the Weſt; the reſpe# of 
our Biſhops, and Epiſcopal Clergy, began viſibly to decay, and ſame that were then in 
a condition to do the Fattion a kindneſs, þ had the confidence to ſay, that they knew no 
| Reaſon 


% 
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Reaſon there was to oppoſe the inclmations of the People, to ſupport about a dvzen Men- 

And while rlus Merrtyr of Intquity lay in Goal, the mourhs of- our Fanaticks were 
Full of roilmg againit rhe Biſhops; and the Raſcality, who are often raught to ſpeak vermwe 
the /tnſe of greater Perſons, were heard to fay, that it were betrer rhe Primate (ould mor Warns 5 
be bang'd than 52, In the Octave berwixt his Sentence and Execution, he received, as receives in pri- 
I waz credibly inforni'd, 400 Dollars in private gitts, which was interpreted by the vare gifts 400 
Party tor the particular Care thar God had of h:y3y, who never ſees the Righteous for- Dollars. 
fſaken, nor has Seed begging their bread. | - 

The day before his Execution he ſent to the Provoſt, or Mayor of Edenburgh, to 
delire a Stage larger than «rdizary, becauſe he had a great number ot Friends, that in- 
tended to appear at his Execution un Morning: But his Lordſhip was more honeſt and 
prud:nt than to grant the vain-glorions Villain his defire. When he was upon the 
Ladder, he talled the Pſalm ro be ſung, which if you do not remember, I deſire 
you betore you procced, to conf!t, When the Pſalm was ended, he rook our of his yis Execution. 
Pſalm-Book two Copies of his intended Speech, which he threw among the People, for 
there had he pur them to e/udethe ſearch. After his Body was cut down, 1t was con- 
veyed ro Magdalen Chappel, from whence it was carried to Burial in great Pomp, be- 
ing atrended with at lealt 40 Mourners, whereof the Fuſtice General's Gentleman was 
one. *T'is Reported alſothat rhe Herſe-cloth was of Velvet, but certain ut is, it was 
more than ordinary brave. 

The Evening before his Execution, Information was brought ro the Provoſt, that, |. 
the \Vomen of Eclenburgh (1 mean the Fanatical part of them) had entred into a on broughe the 
Conſpiracy to Reſcue him between the Priſon and the Gellows ; which obliged his Lords Night betore 
ſhip to provide extraordinary Guards, capable to prevent any ſuch Deſign. This In- bis Execution 

6 FP. "+ _ rot rovoſt, 
tormation was well grounded, it it were not true, for there was never ſeen ſuch an ig _ a 
appearance of thar Sex at any Execution, as was at hz, where a Body of art leaſt ſeven = rot 
hundred Siſters {tood rogether almoſt in Rank and F;le. burgh intended 

The next Morning atter his Execution there were ſeveral Copies of his Speech, and to reſcue him 
ſeveral Libellozes Verles put up in ſeveral places of the City, one Copy whereof made out of the 
by ſome Fanatick Poetaſter, and fixed upon the great. Croſs, 1 here ſend you, with -_ or Jo: 
an Anſwer thereto, which was made about two or three days after, by a better Poer, © 
and better Principled Man. RE | 


Mitchelbetwixt 


- — 
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Deploratio Mortis Jacobi Mitchel. 
A Copy of Ver- 


Eu quo jura ruwnt ? & ficcine candida Virtus, rn p 
' J Et Rethi deceſſit amor ? tibs Scotia multas proeer ur ng « 
Pertida Gens parat inſidias, rituque Profano ; 
Polluit Impietas facraria ; membra piorum 
Ah truncata jacent ; qui ſacri fzdera paCti 
Non auſi violare ; hdei rectique tenaces 
Perſtiterant ; quo tanta ruunt perjuria ? Nuaſſam 
Funditus an tentant Solymam convellere, magni 
Gens ſecura Dei, ſpeciolſaque Templa Sionis 
Dirucre, obdutts involvens cuntta tenebris ? 
Duo ruit Impietas? wvanas ſic ibit in auras 
Patta hdes? Perjura mans coit omm in unum 
In (celus horrendum ; [z#wvos feritate Leones 
Mittit in Occaſum, ſu{cepta ut txdera Regni 
Deleat, & Chriſt przedetur ovile; cupido 
Namque tenet lucri nunquam ſatiata, nefandum 
Proh Scelus! an Pharias miſeri remeamus ad oras? 
Amne iterum noſtr ſic Relligionis babenas 
Papa Reget? nunquamne aderit Deus ultor, inulti 
Dum pereunt juſt, dextr4que ultrice furorem 
Comprimet ? hunc rabioſa lupi non terruit ira. 
Fraudibus occultis, odiiſque immanibus annos 
-Quatuor affliftum, non caco carcere clauſum 
Vincula terrebant, vinclis cruciatus in arts 
Perſtitit, exiliique tulit mala cunta, reduttes. | 
Jus rigidum perpeſſus obit';- quis cietera' neſeir? Fins. 
K 


— 


Epitaphium 


(34) 
Epitaphium cjuſdem, ubi ipſe introduciter loquens. 


Las veſana ruit gens, &- vs effera praceps? 
Luo ruit umpietas, & ſine lege furor? | 
Reb an intrepids conſtantia vita fatiſeit i 
An metuit vanas mens labefatta minas? 
In te fixa Deus mea (pes, te intentus anhelo, 
 Imtrepidns carpam te duce morts iter. 
Szvus at iſte lupus, quia mens intelligit, inde 
Se ſciat in magnum tela movere Deum. Finis. 


Quo autem modo haftenus mortuo ( cui ſoli Epitapbium ex vi wock debetur ) carpes 
dum ſit morts iter, confederatss fratribus problema efto. 


— 


Congratulatio de morte Jacobi Mitchel Parricidz. 


= te jura cadunt, quia @ te candida Virtus 

Er Redti deceſſit amor ; tibi Scotia panas | 
Perfida Grex! meritas parat: ah que more profano 
F #daſti Chriſti ſacraria, membra piorum 

Tu truncata dabas, tu ſacri foxdera paQti 

Auſu novo violare; fidei reftique tenaces 

Exilio mulans ; tua fic perjuria quaſſam 
Tentabant Solymam convellere funditus, alti 

Gens ſecura Dei! Specioſique Templa Sionis 
Dirus; obduttzs imvobvens cunCta tenebra. 

Huc ruit irapietas, tenues ſic ivit in auras 

Padta fides; perjara manus coit omnis in unum 

In ſcelus wad as ae feritate Leones 

Mbttit ab Occaſu, ſuſcepts ut fordera Regni 

Deleat, & Chriſt predetur ovile; Cupido 
 Namque tenet lucri nunquam ſatiata, nefandum 
Prob Scelus! in Pharias remeavimas oras, 

- Arque iterum noſtre fic Relligionis habeyas 

Papa regebat ; adeſt nunc, nunc.Deus ultor, inulti 
Ne pereant juſti, dextrdque wltrice farorem 
Comprimet. Hunc Divina lupum non terruit ira, 
Fraudibus occult#s oduſque immanibus attum ; 
Graſſantem rabie, ſolit que cupidine cedz. 

Horruit ejettum Patria peregrinus, at £quum 

O celum! exilii poſtquam mala tanta twlſſer, 
Tormenta in Patria atque homicide vincla parantur; 
Tandem perſtringunt (celeratum vincula collum. 
Exitus hic dignxs tam prodigialibus auſts. 

Jus xquum perpeſſas obit ; ſed cxtera neſcit, 

fEternos quiſquzs nondum damnatur ad ignes. Finzs. 


Epitaphium ejuſdem, ubi ipſe ab inferno introducitur loquens. 


Lus veſane rus Grex, & vs eftera preceps? 
2u9 rus impietas, &- ſine lege furor? 
Heu mea ſero nimis conſtantia vita fatiſcit, 
Sera, ſed atroci fnore poena wenit. 
Fam Coelo extorri terror Deus ipſe ; coquenda 
Dum mann in Stygi0 Sanguinolenta lacu. 
Chriſti // quas adbuc lupus expugnator Ovilis, 
Se ſciat in magnum tela movere Deum. Fins, | 


liſdem pens verby convellityr quibis adtryitur jevgietsr; Ambrof. _ 
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There was alfo a ſevere Satyr in Scorrifh made in Revenge to the many , . _ 
 Libels, which the Fanaticks ſcatteredabout Town'upon this occaſion. = — 
* T got a Copy of it, which I here: preſent unto you, Entiraled as it whole Whig- 


was to the Memory of Mr. James Alitchel. F gh Phang Do. 
RT gh | | Memory of 
-7-E S, O-5-e5, Covenanters, | ; at; Mitchel. 
' Filthy, Cruel, Lying Ranters ; | GW, 


Come here, and fee your Murdering Martyr 
Sent to Hell #:b*-Hangmans Garter. 1 * 
Tour ſealing Wnneſles we hear | 
Are Mr: James Michel, and Major Weir: 

One with bus hand, but bad:no path, 

Th” other your Wes know well wherewith, 

Whach makes them (gh, and fighting lay, 

Welſh caiz but Preach, but Weir could pray. 

Z's this that all Religion ſhames, 

To give Hells Vices Heavenly names. 

Theu Devils, then caft off your Masks, 

Murder a»4 Whoredom are yoar Tasks; 

Which you to all the World 'proclaime, - 

Boaſting, and glorying #2: your-ſhame,  ]-. 

And ſay, your Covenant doth. allow. © | 

This, Maugre your Baptiſmal-yow, 

And that the Holy Oath doth bind you 


To leave ſuch Holy Seed behind you. 

For at, and after your long prayers, ns 

* Tu lye together pairs by pairs, ' * Which is ſo far from being a 
And every private Meeting-plact  .' » Poetical Fiction, that 1 have heard 
1s made a Bawdy-houſe of Grace y TR the late Earl of Weems ſay, that 
Neu ſhew it 1s your loving Matures, ' +... an Fife, after their Converticles 
To be feet fellow-feeling Creatures. were done, they would lie toge- 
But to profane your Holy Order ther under the Buſhes as familiarly 
With Inceſt, Buggery, and Murder, as Man and Wife. 


1s plainly to proclaims you Deyils, \ 

And horrid Crimes to be wo Evils,” 

Mis James Michel ay forgo 

In Griflald's Hoaſe with Major Wear; 

And from his Ghoſtly Father learns 

To lye with Women, «nd þet no Barns; 

The Myſtery of the Tribe, @ Trick 

Makes all the Women mad-Fanatick, 

And now they both in Hell are met, had 
Where for your Company they wait. Fo: 
Then fill your meaſure, and Poſt on 

To your deſery'd Damnation. 

Go Whore, and Pugger, Kill, and Pray, 
Tall every Dog ſha ba day; 

Or go together to Hell im Troops, | 

Elſe —_ for new Graſs-Market-loops ; 

He that Whores beſt, and Murders 

Of him the Sect ſhall always boaſt. 

And put him, as they ve put Mis James 
Among their Sa;nts and 4 os Names. 


You 


LIE) * 


OU tee the Latin Verſes take notice of the W/eft, +as a place above all others of 

The Riches of this Kingdom, wherein Fanatici/m moſt abounds. This mult necds awaken 

of Ne your Curioſity to enquire from what Magoerijm it 15, that our Conventicle-Preachers 

Jew] ties have acquired ſuch a ſtrong werticity ro that point. Truly, the Reaſon is the ſame 

of Preachers for which yours haunt London, and the molt opu/zns Towns and Counties of England, 

that are found even the LAChes of the place; for where the Silver 1s, there are the Suiſſes; where 

in that Coun- the Carcaſe is, there are theſe Vultures gathered together. There's a neceſſity laid up- . 

= p on them tro Preach the Goſpel there ; yea, woe unto them if they Preach it not in Fife - 
c fame Mag- : : , ' 

"ctifin draws 7 and the Weſt, where ſo many Rich Traders and Heritors ive. Bur as for the High- 

many Non- Jands, and other poorer Counties, they have no Chriſtian Compatlion for them, bur 

Contorming let them live and die in Ignorance and Idolatry, becaite their Sowls are not fo prociors 

Miniiters to for want of Silver and Gold. I remember when I was at London in 76. I heard a 

London. famous Conventicle-Miniſter ſay, That if it were not for the Non-conforming-Mini- 

ſters, thouſands of Souls in that Populorrs City would ſtarve for ant of the Herd. 1 

very much wondered to hear him ſay ſo; conlidering how many hundred Sermons were 

Preached every week by the Orthodox Miniſters, and the beff, I thoughr, that ever [ 

had heard. Burt being the next day in fume Company, which was Ditcourling abour 

Conventicles, one or two of them began to tell ot the great ſtore of Money the Con- 

wenticle-Preachers had in the Banks, and how lome'of them kept their Coaches, and 

he believed it would not be long ere their Wives kept their Chairs, Then | bcgan to 

underſtand the Reaſen of the great care thoſe Gentlemen had-to feed the Souls of the 

good Citizens; and was very glad that to keep, a Codcb was no-longer a fign of Pre- 

latical Pride. When I returned home, 1 rold our '#bips, that the Non-conformiſt- 

Miniſters of Londen began to keep Coaches, but the greateft part of them would nor 

believe me ; and thoſe that did, ſaid with ſighs, they were forry, that there were Diotrc- 

| pheſes among them, that loved the preemmence, and that God would have a controwr- 

{ie with them for their Prelatical Pride. The like I have feen in a Preface to a Preſ- 

bjterian Treatiſe of Divimity,Printed about that time, wherein the anonymous Author 


ME hu ( whoſe name I have been'told) complains of the Prelatical Spirit , that began 10 
Flll ſhew it ſelf among the Non-couforming-miniſters; whereof ſome living in great Plen- 
ty, and State, contemned others who were poor,, and whole /ot was tallen in places, 


b 


Wilts 


where Perſecution: did abound. 


S. 13. Inthe Scottiſh, which you will call the Exgliſh Verſes, you ſee the Poet up- 
MN latro- braids their Baptiſmal Vow with the Covenant ; not, as I conceive, upon the common 
amp © account, as another Poet may do, but becauſe tis the frequent practiſe of our Whig- 
Major Weir, preachers to Baptize the Children of their Diſciples into the Solemn League and Co- 
wvenant, as well as into the Covenant of Grace. He alſo takes notice of the intimate 
Familiarity berwixt Mr. Mitchel, and Major Heir; and vnleſs you will be ar the 
pains to read the life of the latter, as well as the former, you'l never be able to un- 
derſtand the Satyr, nor know whether the Satyriſts indignation be juſt, or unjuſt. Ile 
promiſe you betorehand, That the Narrative ſhall afte&t you both with Wander, and 
Indignation ; though for the honour of our Nature, and Religion, 1 wiſh no ſuch fortes 
werc extant in the World. Nay confident I am, that when you haye.conſider'd it in 
all the circumſtances that attend it, you will ſay, that be who is the ſubje& thereof, 
was one of the molt prodigiozes ſinners that ever was extant of humane race. For there's 
nothing in Hiſtory comparable to him, nor I hope, will ever be; and had not our 
Blefſed Saviour told us, that Men may be fo wicked, as to fin beyond forgiveneſs, [ 
could ſcarce have believ'd that any Man, much leſs a Chriſtian, could bave committed 
uncleanneſs inall ſpecieſes, with Women, Devils, and Beaſts. 

But ſuch a Monſter was this Phariſee, of whom I am going to give you an account; 
which is partly taken out of the publick Regiſter of our Criminal Court, and where 
that cannot relieve me, from common fame, the notoreity of the things related, or the 
Authority of Perſons of known Integrity, and great Reputation in the World. 

His Birth, Edu- He was born, and bred in the Weſtern parts of this Kingdom ; which, as it appears 
cation, and from the preceding Narrative, hath ever been the moſt Fanatical part of our Coun- 
£cal for the gry, and moſt diſattefted to the King and the Church. There he was early prepoſſe/- 


—— ſed with the principles of Schiſm, and Rebellion, which he ſhew'd upon all occaſions, 
£5 } arucularly 
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particularly in the beginning of the late Rebellion, wherein he was a forward ſtickier, 

and by his extraordinary z2al for the Cauſe, raiſed himſelf to a greater command in 

ſome Troop, or Company, than Men of his mean Original uſe to arrive unto here. 

About the Year 1649. he had the great r of the Guards of this City committed 

unto bim under the quality of Major, and from that time, tothe day of his Infamorzs 

Death, was always called by the Name of Major Weir. He behav'd himſelf in this The Guards of 
Office with great cruelty, and inſolence towards the Loyal party, being very adive in © var o put 
diſcovering and apprehending the Cavaliers, and bringing them to be arraign'd, I TIS 
and zry'd for their Lives. He uſed to inſult and triumph over them in their mijeries, 
and perſecute then with all manner of Sarcaſms and Reproaches, when they were led en TOW ke Bee” 
out like Vi&tims to publick Execution ; as many yet alive can teſtifie to the World. mer a 
In particular, the 9arbarozs Villain treated the Heroick Marqueſs of Momtroſs, with all the Loyal Par- 
imaginable inſolence, and inhumanity, when helay 1n Priſon, keeping him in u Room *Y | 
in which was no other /ight than that of a Candle, and his lighted Tobacco, which he TRE 
continually ſmoked with him, tho? the Marqueſs had an averſion to the {well of it i ue 4. a7 
above any thing in the World. Nay, he would even diurb him in his Devotiens, 1.4n4s,he rears 
making, his very calamitiesan Argument, that God, as weli as May, had forſaken bim, him mo&inhu- 
and ps A him Dog, Atheiſt, Traytor, Apoſtate, Excommunicate Wretch, and many *'y- 

more ſuch intolerable Names. This cruel manner atter which he uſed to outrage the 
poor Royaliſts, paſs*'d among the people for extraordinary 2ca:, 1nd made them con- 
{ider him as a /ingular Worthy whom God had raiſed up to ſupport the Cauſe. He 
ſtudyed the Art of Diſſimulation, and Hypocriſie, always afteQing a ſormal gravity, He was 2 great 
and demureneſs in bis looks, and deportment ; and employing a vaſt and tenacions me- —_— _ 
mory, which God had given him, in getting without Book ſuch words, and phraſes of 17.00 na 
the Holy Scriptures, as might ſerve belt in all companies to make himpaſs for an Holy Hypocriſie, and 
and gifted Man. He had acquir'd a particular gracefulneſs in whining and fighing, bad a peculiar 
above any of the ſacred Clan, and had learn'd to Aber himſelf upon all ſeriozs occg- Grace in whin- 
ſions ina bu more raviſhing accent than any gf their Miniſters could attain wnto. By hy 

theſe and other Hypocritical Arts he had got ſuch a name for ſan#ity, and devotion, 

that happy was the Man with,whom he would converſe, and bleſſed was the Family in 

which he would vouchſafe to pray. 

For he pretended to pray only in the Families of ſuch as were Saints of the highelt 
Form; inſomuch, that the Brethren and Siſters of 'theſe Precinis would ſtrive who It vas reckon'd 
ſhoulFhave him to exerciſe in their Houſes, and of thoſe that liv*dat a greater diſtance, * 5” _ 
ſome would come forty or fifty miles to have the happineſs to hear him pray. He had 1. greens 
indeed, but by what aſſiſtance will be ſcen hereafter, a wonderful fluency in extemporary hear him pray; 
Prayer, and what through Enthuſiaſtical phraſes, and what through Extaſies, and he having ac- 
raptures, into which he would appear tranſported, he made the amazed people pre- quired 2 won- 
ſume he was a#ed by the Spirit of God. Beſides praying, heuſed to exhort, and bleſs —_ nancy 
the Families in which he prayed; but he never undertook to Prefech in them, for by Pr ———__ 
fear of invading the Adiniſterial Province; which certainly would have offended the 
Kirk. | 
After this manner and in this mighty reputation he lived till the Year 1670. which 

was the ſeventieth Year of his Age. Whenlike the "Tyrant Tiberizs, after ſo many 

murders, and ſorts of unnatural Luſts, he was no longer able to endure the remor/e 

of his awakened Conſcience, but to eaſe the inquietudes of his guilty mind, was forced 

to accuſe himſelf. That which gave occaſion to the rouſing up of his Conſcience which 

the Devil had Juld into a deep ſecurity, and excited himto a refle&;on upon his wick- 

edneſs and guilt, being ſomething remarkable, was this ; by chance looking into a Cel- 

lar, he tound drinking there ſome Peeple which bad other buſineſs at thattime to em- 

ploy themſelves about, and gave them a Religious check for it ; whereupon one of Fir's guilty 
them in excuſe of himſelf and thereſt reply'd, Thathe hoped it was no unpardonable (090m mens 
crime to drink with their o/d Friend and Acquaintance Mr. BuUrne ; at the mention nt ws 
ot whoſe name the Major was ſurprized to that degree, that ſtarting back and repeats cuſe himſelf 
ing the name Burn, Burn, three or four times, hein a very melancholy poſtureretired 

home, and this having made a very great impreſſion upon him, he began, to refle# 

how much he had deſerved for his mo — {ins to be Burnt in thoſe eternal 

and wnquenchable Flames that are prepared for the Damned. | 
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You will wonder how ſo fall a thing ſhould operate ſo frongly upon fo hardned 
and obdurate-a {inner ; but beſides that it often pleaſes God to work preater things, 
from much more inconfiderable hints rhan ths was; you muſt know, that he had been 
forewarned to have a great care as he valued his life, of a BUTAe, which ſignifying 
with us in Scot/and atfmall Brook or Current, he was obſerved never to paſs over one, 
but would conſtantly go abour, ratherthan come nigh the water, as many alive can 
reſtifie. Bur it ſeemsthere was an other {ignification in the ambiguous Oracle he had 
received, than hedream't of. 

But the horrour of his Conſcience being thus ler Jooſe upon him ; he was no longer 
able to conceal the anguiſh and torture of it, and therefore lay*d open the amazing ſe- 
. | cret to ſome of his own party, and defired them ro bring himto publick Juſtice toex- 
ts piare for his abominable crimes, but they conſidering what a confounding ſcandal, and 
er = — diſhonour, the Hypocriſie of ſuch an eminent Protefſor would reflect upon the whole 
ſome of his Set, did with all poſhble care and induſtry ſtrive to gonceal the Mzjor's condition, 
Brethren, that which they did for ſeveral months ; till oxe of their own Miniſters, whom they eſteem- 
he might be eq more forward than wiſe, revealed the ſecret to the Lord Abburſhall, then Provoſt of 
_— hce Edenburgh, who judging humane Nature uncapable of ſuch horric crimes, as the Ati- 
—_— _ ' niſter told him, the Major had confeſs?d, concluded he - was fallen into a Phrenzy, or 
by his Order high degreeof Melancholy, and therefore courteouſly ſent ſome Phyſicians of his own 
eaſcovers his perſuaſion and acquaintance to viſit him, and Phyſick him for his diſfempered Brain. 
Crimes tothe Bur the Phyſicians returning tothe Provoſt, affured him that the Major was in good 
Bb ond health, and thathe was free of Hypacoudriack Diſtempers, and had as ſound Intelle- 
bis Siſter,  C@uals as ever he had, and that they believed his Diſtemper was only an exulcerated 

Conſcience, which could not be eafed till he was brought to Condign Puniſhment, as 
with cryings and roarings he defired to be. 
Afterwards the Provoſt for his further ſatisfation ſent ſome Comventicle- Miniſters 
He is ſeized by £9 Enquire into his condition, and make a report thereof ; who hnding it 1mpollible to 
theCiryGuards 4:/gniſe the matter, which was now the Town-talk, told his Lordſhip that the Major 
and ſento Pri- was not affected with Melancholy ; but that the terrors of God which were upon his 
ſon, where he Soul, urged himta confefs and accuſe bimfef. The Proveſt thereupon began to can- 
— clude, that he had good grounds to take publick notice of this affair : and therefore 
—_ without further enquiry fent the Guards of the City to ſerze upon the Major and his 
BY Siſter, who was involved in his Comfeſſtons, and carry them both tothe Publick Goal, 
where they were vifited by Perſons of all forts and Qualities, Clergy-men, Lay-men, 
Phyſicians, Lawyers, Conforming and Non-conforming Miniſters, who all flocked 
thither to ſee this Monfer , and diſcourſe with him about his horrible Crimes. 
They had not been long in Priſon, before they were brought to Trial, which was on 
the 9th. day of April, inthe aforeſaid Tear 1670. they were tried before thar learned 
Civilian, Mr. William Murray, and Mr. John Preſtoune, Advocates, who were made 
Fudges by Commyſſion for that time. They were purſued by His Majeſties late Ad- 
They are «yocate, Sir Fobm Nishet. And the Fury by which they were Tried, was Gideon 
—_— \ Shaw, Stationer ; fames Peuderer, Vintner ; Fames Thompſon, Felt-maker ; Roberr 
MO Brown, Stationer ; James Brown, Felt-maker ; Robert Johnſton, Skinner ; 7ohn Cle- 
ghoru, Merchant ; with many more ſuffcient Citizens of Edenburgh ; moſt of which 
together with the greateſ# part of the Witneſſes hereafter mentioned, are yer 
alroe. 
The cum ofthis; you -=_ being. ſet, the Major's Libel wasread, the ſum of which was contained 
viz, |  Paruculars. 
he * — groin *  Privss, That he enticed and attemptedto defile his Germay: Siſter, Fane Weir, when 
mi:ted Forni- ſhe was but Tex Years old, or thereabout , and that he /ay with her wlien ſhe was 
cation, Adulte- but Szxteey Years old, while they both dwelt in the Fami/y with their Father; and 
os and afterwards had frequent carzal dealing, with her in- the Houſe of Wicker Shaw, in her 

Ralty,Ov: Years; and laſtly, that after ſhe was Forty years old, be lived in a fateof 

| - F with her, in his Houſe at Edenburgh , where | they de!t together many 


Ears. 
Secunds, That he commuted Ingeſt with Margaret Bourdon daughter to Mein, his 
diccoſed Wie 
Tertid, That he committed. frequent. Aduhteries, during the Hf- of His faid Wife, 
both with »1arried and wnmarried Women, and particularly with #:{y Weems, 
his. Servant Maid , whom he kept in his Houſe for the ſpace of terry Years, 
guring 
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during which time he lay with her as frequently and famikarly as it ſhe had been 
his Wife. | 

; nant That to his Fornications, Adulteries and Inceſts, he proceeded to add the 
natural (in of Beaſtiality in lying with Mares and Cows; particularly in polluting 
himſelf with 'a Mare, upon which he rode into the eff Country, near New-Molls, 
all which crimes particularized in the manner aforeſaid, he acknowledged Fudicially 
at the Bar. | 

The ſam of Fane his Siſter's Libel, is reducible to theſe two beads. Firſt to the "— ; 
charge of Inceſt, which ſhe committed with her Brother. And ſecondly, to the charge in 
of Sorcery and Whitchcraft ; but moſt eſpecially of conſulting Witches, Necromancers v1 4x, that the 
and Devils; and yet more particularly for keeping and comverſing with a Familiar $pi- was Guiry of 
rit, while ſhe lived at Dalkeith, which uſed to Spin extraordinary quantities of Yarn lncelt, Sorcery, 
for her, in a ſhorter time than three or four Women could have done the ſame. All and Witch- 
which ſhe Fudicially confeſſed in the Face of the Court. a 

Then they proceeded to Swear the Witneſſes, which the Lord Advocate called for Ph mans 
further Probation againſt them borh. Of theſe Fobn Oliphant, William Fohnſton, and ,; v.01. 
Archibald Hamilton, Bailies, 5. e. Aldermen of Edenburgh depon!d , That on the pant, Mr. 
M -nday preceeding the Major's Arraignment, he did freely confeſs and declare unto fobnfon , and 
them, thar he had committed frequent Inceſts with his Siſter Fane ; divers Fornicati- Mr. Hamilton, 
ons and Adulteries with other Perſons ; and Beaſtiality with a Mare and a Cow. Mr. ey en og 
John Sinclar, a Conventicle Mmiſter, deyon'd, That the day betore his Trial he free- ,,4ing - 
ly confeſs d to him, chathe was guilty of Adultery, Inceſt and Beaſtiality, that his Siſter jor, | 
hid been often taken our of Bed from him. Whereupon asking him if he had ever 
ſeen th: Devil? Hz anſwered that he had felt H:m in the dark. Bur as to his comver- 
ſation with the Devil, the Deponent might have declared more ; for he had contefs'd 
to him and many others, particularly rothe Lord Biſhop of Galloway, then Miniſter 
of Edenburgh, that he had /ain with the Devil in the ſhape of a beautiful Wo- 
man. 

Margaret Weir, Wife to Alexander Weir, Bookſeller in Edenburgh, teſtified, That yy... iy, v. 
when ſhe was of the age of twenty ſeven or thereabouts, ſhe tound the- Major her yidence. 
Brother, and her Siſter Fane, lying together in the Barn at Wicket-ſhaw, and that they 
were bath naked in the bed together, and that ſhe was @bove him, and that the bed did 
ſhake, and that ſhe heard fome ſcandalow language between them ; in particular, that 
her Sifter faid, ſhe was confident ſhe ſhould prove with Child. Furthermore, ſhe De- 
poned, that Catherine Cooper, a ſervant of the Majors, told her, that he had lain with 
Margaret Bourdon his Wives Daughter, ſo that ſhe would fey no longer in the 
Houſe. 

Ann Wife to Fames Simpſon, Book-binder in Edenbargh, declared, that on the Mrs: Sympſon's 
Monday preceding, and thar day in the morning, he had confeſſed to her, that he had Evidence. 
commirred Inceſt with his Siſter' Fane, and Margaret Bonrdon his Wives Daughter ; 
as likewife Beaſtiality with a Mare in the Weſ#-C , and rhat he had coral COn- 
verſed with his Maid ſervant Beſſy Meems, for two and twenty Years. 

Mr. Archibald Nisbett, Writer to the Signet, declared, That inthe Year 51 or'5 2, Mr. Nizbett's 
it was reported in the Country, that the Pannel had committed Beaftiality with a Mare ='\4cnce. 
near New-Mills, and that heheard it reported the ſame day, in which it was faid he did A a 
the Fat. Mr, Fobn Alexander of Leith, Deponed the ſame, and ſaid he was then but &, ont 
balf a mile from the place. cerning his AQ 

After theſe Depoſitions, the Major being exammed about his A# of Beaftiality, of Bealtiality 
declared, "That a Gentleman having given Pim a Mere, he rodeupon ber intothe Weſt vith 2 Mare, 
Country to ſee ſome Friends, and dealt carnally with ber near- New-Mills, and that a nvotag ad 
Woman ſaw him inthe A&, and complained of him to Mr. Fohw Nave the Miniſter ypon her own 
of New-Mills; at whofe inffance he was brought back to the place by ſome Soldiers, and her Bro- 
bur was there diftniſſed for want of further Probation. And further being asked ther's Confeili- 
about the time, he anfwered, Thar to the beſt of his remembrance, it was when the * gu 
Lords, Gentlemen and Heritors, were taken by the Engliſh at Elliot. BONES mee 

As tor Probation againſt Fane Weir, the: Lord Advocate inſiſted on her own Decla- amined cons 
ration, and all the Depoſirions, in which as a party ſhe was involved. And being ask- excl the 
ed if ſhe knew any thing concerning the Correſpondence that was faid -to be betwixr 
the Devil and her Brother ; ſhedeclared, thar ſhe had 4 long time been jealons of it, — 
but was not certain , and that fox or feven Years before the had found a Mark; grother. 


Upon 


(40) 
v2on his Shoulder , like that which is called the Devil's Mark, at which ſhe was 
ore afraid. | 
/ The Proceſs being thus ended, the Tury did unanimouſly ind the Mpjor QOuiity 

The Major and of Inceſt with his Siſter, :and Beaſtiality with a Mare, and a Cow, and found him guil- 

his Sitter Jane ty of Adultery and Forvication by a plurality of Votes. They alſo unanimouſly 

24,0 a4p"S brought in Jane Guilty of Þceſ# with her Brother ; whereupon the deputed Jud 

Condemned to ſentenced him to be ſtrangled at a ſtake berwixt Edenburgh and Leith, on Monday fol 

be burnt, and lowing the 11th. of - April, and his Body to be burnt to Aches : and Condemned ber 

the latter to be to be hanged on the Tueſday following in the _— of Edenburgh. 

Renged. Thus far have I given youa judicial Account of the deteſtable crimes of this Hypo- 
critical Monſtrous Man ; I now proceed to acquaint you with other particulars, no lels 
ſurprizing than the former ; which upon ſtrict enquiry I have reaſon to believe to be as 
irue, as thoſe that were judicially proved. . 

When they were ſeized, ſhe cautioned the Guards to ſecure a Lilly-Root, and to keep 
him from /aying hold ona certain Staff, which, ſhe ſaid, if he chanced to get into his 
hand, he would certainly drive them all out of Doors, notwithſtanding all the reſiſtance 

The Major had they could make. This Magical ſtaff was all of one piece, upon which were Engra- 

_ ſtaff » ven certain Symbols, in the ſhape of Centaures, with a crooked head of Thorn-woed : 

"rod from ne he faid he received it from the Devil, and did many wonderful things with it ; par- 

Devil, &c, ticularly that he uſed to lean upon itin his H pocritical Prayers, and after they were 
committed, ſhe ſtill defired it might be kept from him ; becauſe if he were once Maſter 
of it again, he wonld certainly grow obdurate, and retract the confeſſzons he had fo 
publickly made. Apollonius Thyanews had ſuch a Magical ſtaff as this, which 1 am apt 

Raps wherein © believe was a Sacramemtal Symbol which the Devil gave to the Major , and the 

his Money was Court were not without ſome apprebenſions of it, for it was ordered by the Judges to 

wrapt, being - be burnt with bis Body ;and it was afterwards obſerved that his Body did not fall into. 

—_ into the Flames, till that aff 'had firſt done fo. _ 

ie hre, circled . . . » . 

there in 2 mos When the Officers entered his Houſe ( which has continued ever ſince uninhabited 

unuſual man- £0. ſeize him and carxy him; to the' Tofl-booth, they found ſome mony in ſeveral parcels 

ner. wrapt upin-rags of Linnen,which as ſoon as they came into a Tavern not far from thence 

The Lilly Root-they-piit intoa bag, and threw the Clouts into the fire, where to their very great amaze- 

ns ment they circled in a moſt unuſual and extraordinay manner; whereupon one in the 

2 crack 1:7. , company having ſomething wrapt up likewiſe, which was ſuppoſed to be the Lilly-Roor, 

Piſtol, and ar that the Major's Siſter had caution'd them abour, caſt it immedatly into the Flames, 

it's going up where circling in the ſame manner. as theRags had done before, it gave a crack like 

the Funnel of 4"P;/ol, ſparkling like corns of Powder thrown into the fire, and then at it's paſſin 
the my through the Funnel of the Chimny it gave a report as big as that of a ſal 

Phe a nz. Cannon, to the admiration of all that heard it. 

Cannon. _ . Shealfo confeſſed in Priſon, that ſhe and her Brother had made a compat# with the 

Jone Weircon- Devil; and that on' the 7th. of Seprtemb. 1648. = were both tranſported from 

wary me Ihe Edenburgh to Muſſelborough and back again, in a Coach and Six Horſes, which ſeemed 

er des Allof fire, and that the Devi/ then told the Major of the Defeat of our Army at Preſton 
compa&t with in England; which he confidently reported in moſt of uts circumſtances ſeveral days» 
the Devil, that before the News had arrived here. This prediction did much increaſe the high opini- 
they were car- gy the People began rohaveot him, and ſerved him to make them believe, that like 
oat ur Moſes he had been with Godin the mount, and had a Spirit of Prophecy as well as of 

Coach, thar Prayer. But as for her ſelf ſhe ſaid, ſhe never received any other Benefir by her Com- 

the Devil in- rerce with the Devil,” than a conſtant ſupply of an extraordinary quantity of Yarn, 

form'd the Ma- which ſhe was ſure(ſhefſaid ) to find ready tor her upon the Spindle, whatever buſi 
for ofthedefeat 1; ſhe had beenabour. 

of _ _ . Beſides the Beſtialities which the Major judicially acknowledged he had committed 

tots gee ' with the Mare, and Cow, he confeſſed he had done the fame Abominations with three 

Devil uſed to Species more; and the Woman that delatedhim forthe Fatt near New-Mills, was by 


lupply þer with order of the Magiſtrates of Lanerk whipped through the Town by the hand of the 
' Yarn, Common Hangman, as a ſlanderer of ſuchan eminent Holy man. 
The Major ac- The Fornications, and Adulteries which this d\cywuw© (as Buggerers are called 
knowledges by the Council of Ancyra ) Commnted with the moſt San&imoniorns, and 
we. ae Can. 16. - Zealgus Women of the SeF, are too numerous to berelated here. He had 
"fir <p :h five got himſelf the Priviledge, under a pretence of Praying and Exhortation, 
{vcral Species, to go totheir Houſes, andinto their Bed-chambers when he pleaſed ; and ut _ - 
practiſe 
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praRiſe to vilit married Women at ſuch times eſpecally as their Husbands were frotti 
home: Oaeceſpecially , who lived in the Streez called che Weſt-bow in Edinburgh, he 
had ſeveral rimes ſolicitedin her Hesbands abſence to gratifie his wxclean defires ; till 
at laſt wearied out with his importunity, ſhe told him how much ſhe abhorred his deſign, 
and charged him never to come more to her Houſe. Upon this he forbore towv4/it her 
for ſome time, till one nights, when ſhe was undreſſed and ready to Rep into Bed, the 
Major ſuddenly appears ing by her, at which ſhe was ſo extreamly frighted, that 
ſhetell into a ſwown; ſhe bad. no ſooner recovered, but the Major endeavoured to+ 
comfort, and aflure her, and confirm her againlt that frange ſurprize ; andrenewing his The Magical 
addreſſes, he Tempted her with many Arguments, and filthy Speeches, and Geſticulations, Addreſs he 
telling her he had taken that marvellous way of appearing in private with her, on pur- made to = Wo- 
poſe to ſecure her Reputation; that he w £2 out of her. Houſe in a manner as #n- el _ 
viſible as he came in. Bur ſhe þy this time having recovered her uſual courage and the &ieke 
frength, puſhed him oft with violence, and cry'd out for help to her Maid, upon which whereof ſhe 
he immediately diſappeared. "The Windows , and Doors were all cloſe ſhut; and I died. 
make little doubt , but his Coachnyan to the fiery Coach conveighed himin andout 
through the Chimney, or perhaps by the Door, which the curſed Familiar might open 
and ſhut again, as well as the Angel of the Lord did unlock, and lock the Priſon Door, 
wherein the Apoſtles were put. 

As for the miſerable Woman, ſhe was never well after this Magical! manner of 44- 
dreſs, which the luſtful Satyr made unto her.; but immediately fell into a deep Me- 
lancholy, which ended ig a lengeiſhing Sickneſs, whereof not many weeks after ſhe di- 
ed; and when ſhe was u ath Bed, ſhe declared this ſtrange Story ro many 
perſons yer alive, of great Integrity, Wiſdom, and Fame. 

[ have already gold you what an a&ive Rebel this Multiform Sinner was; but I forgot The Major ar 
to tell you, that he was an eminent Promoter of the Weſtern Remonſtrance, in the year <minent Pro- 
1650. Tothele principles he ſtuck as cloſe, as tothe Devil himſelf; infomuch, that 77-0 _— 
when the Government of our Church was reſtored, he avowedly renounced the Com- n -varkag 
munion of it, and endeavored to widen the Schiſm to. the urmoſt of his power. He And always a 
could not ſo much as.endure ta look upon an Orthodox Minifter, but when he met any fvorn Enemy 
of themia the Streets, he would pull his Hat over his eyes in a Phariſaical kind of *2 the Govern- 
indignation, and contempt. | I - =p” Ns 

5 ONOS. | ledges his Hy- 
; pocriſic, that 
$. 14. While he was in Priſon, he acknowledged his Hypoeriſie, by which he had be had never 
deluded men, and mock'd Gad ; declaring, thatin a his life he had never prayed to God Pr4y d to God 
in private, nor had any power to ſpeak 'when he attempted to-do it; alrhough he had Pro neesrv 
ſuch an extraordinary and charming utterance in his ſolemn Conventicle-prayers. He his knee ercher 
alſo confeſſed, that he never bow'd his knee to God at his own, or other mens Prayers; at his own or 
which exaRtly agrees with his Szfers Relation, of his Jeaning at his Prayers on his Mas other Mens 
gica! Staff, and none of his owniperty can remember that at any Devotion, even when F*rayers. 


eſeem'd moſt Raprurow, they ever ſaw him Gree]. Nay, furthermore, he confeſſed, ** *Eribes his 


, . X flu in 
which I cannot mention without' horror, that his fluency in Prayer, by which he raw mrs h 
ike Fooein eoceated Semana fine Doe whnibe Bid, balped wnh wie 
the words and phraſes in which he expreſled himſelf. This hath given ſeveral men ſe- Devil. Several 
veral ways of Conjetture how it could be done. Some who knew him better than ] conjectures 
ever had the unhappineſs to do, are of opinion that he was the Praying-Oracle of the x *—exragg 
Devil, out of whom he perſonally ſpoke. The reaſon whichtheyalladge for their con- ; 
jefQure is, that ſomerimesthe ſound of his Voice like the ſight of Spirits, had ſomething 
unnatural in it, asif it had not been form'd by the Organs of Speech. 

Others think it reaſonable to believe, That he ſaw all the words , and expreſſions in 
his Projer ſucceſſively written by the Devil in the air. But upon enquiry, I tindthat 
he, like moſt of rhe Extemporerians, commonly Prayed with his eyes ſhur; which it 
” be 1, this Hypotheſis will never be able to ſobve thoſe Diabolical Phenomena in 

e Air. | 

Some again think, that the words and expreſſions of his Prayer were repreſented by 
the Devil upon the Stage of his Fancy, after the ſame manner, as whena man dreams 
he readsſuch a Letter, or Book. Bur he never was affefed with any Conſternations, 

Tremblings, or Abreptions of mind, which both in true, and falſe Prophets were the con- 
ſtan effett; of ſuch ſtrong and vielent impreſſions, as were required to exhibit ſuch = 
M wont 
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wonted Repreſent ations the Imagination: Nor after his Jong Prayers were ended 
were his natural hor! Spirits exhauſted, as, if his Deva had bÞ been Viſionary, 
they muſt have been. | - | \ 

Others therefore confidering him as an Apoſtate from God, and as a Vaſſs!-and 4- 
poſt le of the Dewsl, think it very _—_ to Diwvwnity, to affert, that he was imme- 
diately, but yet without much wolence,inſpired by rhe Devil, and helped by him both 
in the Conception and utterance of | his Prayers. This they conceive 'the Evil Spirit 
might do, like an «fiſt ant form, by impregnating his Fancy with Enthufiaſtical Con- 
ceptions, and thereby rendring his Imagmation very twrgent, and ready to fwell above 
uts banks; which being done. by the immediate Operation of the Evil Spirit, the 
wretched w#py4w& could not fail ro'burſt forth av flumine Orations, or 2 full Tor- 
rent of Prayer ; and likewiſe be affeFed with fuch mwoderare Raptures, as yer lefr him in 
a condition to underſtand what he ſaid. Furthermore, to prevent all poſſible objeti- 
ons, they ſay, That if God: fuffered the Devil ro counterfeit Prophetical Viſions, or 
the true Spirit of Prophecy under the Law, then they know no reaſon why it ſhould 
be thought inconſiſtent with his goodweſs, or diſagreeavle to his infinite w1ſdom, to per- 
mit him under the Goſpel,\tzo counterfeit pſpsrarion, or the true Spirir of Prayer. But 
for my own part,. bad not the Monfter himſelf aſcribed his fluency in Devotion to the 
aſſiſtance of the Devil, I ſhould have wholly aſcribed it to the vigoar of his own En 
tbuſiaſtical Imagination', without any. Foreign Force;' For not only his fimency in 
Prayer, but the moderate Raptures, and link extatick'firs, into whith he was Traenſ- 
ported, are explicable by the natural power bf unaſſifted Imaghnation, as I tould make 
It oY; many _ 5;.and where a.vaturdl caxſe lone ts ſufficient ro account for 
any efe#, I am always ſparing to joyn wah it a ſupernatural Cauſe. © | | 

| All the while be us in Prof, te lay rw gs wen eee. of the heavy 
Whik he was '#F/7@t6 of God, which put\him into that which is-properly-called Deſpwrr, 'a Deſpair 
in Prifon he Which made him hate God, and defift frotn Duty to him, and with which the Damned 
lay under vio- Souls in Hell are reaſonably ſu 1d: be iconſfanrly affeRted; © In this ferſe he was 
_— deſperate, and therefore would adnut ieicher Church,'-nor Conventicle-Mmifters to 
mredbre * . pray for him, or Dj with him abour the Infinite Mercy of God, and Uhform 


lity of the forgiveneſs of his Sins, crying out to them, Thrwment me 0 more before 
aps - I am —— enough already. Such leſs could he-endure to be.ex Js 
He would ngt Repent, or be brought to entertain any thoughts of Repentance, telling all the VVorld, 
permit anybo- that he had ſinned himſelf beyond all poſſbliry of Repentance, and Pardon; that he 
dy to pray for wag already Demn'd, that he was ſure his Condenmarion to Eternal Burningi was al- 
_ 4/0 _ ready pronounced in Heaven, and that the »wited Prayers of all the Sdintsiri Heaven, 
boning nor and Earth would be vain, and nfigmficant, if /they were offeredto God in hi behalf, 
could be —Sothart when ſome charitable Miniſters of the City, by name, the prefent Biſhop of Gal- 
brought toen- Jaway, and preſent Nean of Edinburgh, were refolved to- Pra before him for his Re- 
rertain any  9emtance, and Pardon, againſt his conſent, be was /with-muuch difficalty withheld from in- 


thoughts of 7,.rupting of them-in their devorions, and the poſture he put himſelf in when they be« 
inagining  $ANTO $74), Wasto lye upon his. Bedin -inoll fund matiner, with his Month wid 


himaſelf to have open; and when Prayers were ended, being ask'd if tie bad heardthem' arid attended 
ſinn'd beyond to themyhe told them, They were wery tronbleſonme,and cruel to- him,and thut' he neither 
the policy | beard their m— = cared for it, mor _ be the better for all the Prayers that 
-  AMenor Angels could offer up to Heaven 5 dccount: OOTY OFY 
= — It was his Intereſt to bikes there was no God ; and therefore to eaſe the rorments 
himſelf, there of his mind, be attempted now and then to ©c 4 and flatter vp himfelf mto 
wasnoGod. this abſurd belief, For he was ſometimesobſerv'd to ſpeak very dowbifully abvut his exi- 
_ _ _ in regia We37 _ it: _ 2108 nd” Ferroys which he found torment- 
- ing bim withm, be carce. believethere was a God. - VFRS 
wo —_ Fu Bong with great = 5 and compaſſion m—__ by _ a City Miniſters, 
ſwcr'd, That that he would not boedly deſtroy banfelf, by 'deſpairing of God's Miro 9», which 
his Damnation ypon anon: had. been granted to Mourderers, Adulterers, Sodomiſts, Beaftialifts, 
was Sealed in nay, to thoſe that had denied Chriſt; he replyed in anger, Trouble me no more with 
- ng Arms —_— beſeecbing of me to Repent,. for 1 brow x x of damnation is already fea d 
hat if a ſingle: ” —Y - 
aſh wood © is Heaven; and. 1 fee my folf {o hardved 1within, that'if 1 might -obtais Perden of 
faye him, be God, and all the Glaries of Heaven, for a fingle wh that I had not committed the ſins, 
had not power 2y;th, the ſenſe. whereof I amſo tormented, yet I could not prevail withmy ſelf to make 
to make it. : ; ». & | 
thet ſingle wiſh. And were your Soul imwmy SouPs ftead, you would find your exhorta- 
; , tons 
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| Wereno fewer than'17 Whigs, who did publick Penance for Fornications a 


| (43) 
rions impertinent, and troubleſome, for I find nothing within me but blackneſs and dark- 
neſs, Brimſftone, and burning to w/e of Hell. I have been told by very credible 
Perſons, that the Body of this unclean Beaſt gave manifeſt tokens of its impurity, by — gave 
the ereftion of his Yard, and emiflion of Seed, asſoon as it began to be beated by the \F*.. —_ 
Flames; and certain it is, that after it was bxrnr, a report was preſently ſent from hence 4s @0n = wy 
to the Brethren in the Weſt, that the Malefaffor , who was burnt for ſuch execrable gan to burn. 
crimes, was not Major Ieir, but another Perſon who exa#ly reſembled him, and whom No fooner was 
the wicked Prelates and Curates had bribed to _—_ the Godly Major, ( who was ** Þurnt, but 2 
ſaid to be gone with a contribution to the exiled Brethren in Holand) and call himſelt at be 
by his name. Thisreport was believed in the Weſt, for ſeveral Months, till 5590e dif- that it was AG 
cover'd that the Major was no more. the Major bur 

As for Fane, this incarnate Devils Siſter, ſhe was very ſenſible of her great ſins, 29<like bim. 
and was ſo far from remorſe of conſcience for them, and deſpairing of the mercy of God, = nw Y 25 
as ſhedid, that ſhe preſurm'd too much upon it; placing a great deal of confidence in he; $4144rion 
her conſtant adherence to the Covenant, which ſhe call'd in her Brother MirchePs ſtyle, becauſe of her 
the Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt. She confeſſed indeed, as he did, that ber fins deſery*d conſtant adhe- 
a worſe death than ſhe was condemn'd to dye ; but ſhe never ſhewed her elf in the 7<2ce fo the 
leaſt concern'd for what might enſue after death. Onthe morning of her execution, ſhe ©": 
often told the Miniffer who affiſted her with his Prayers and advice, in order to the fit- 
ting hes for the next World, that ſhe was reſolved to die after the moſt ſhameful man- 
ner ſhe could, ro expiate for her ſhameful and YENomintous life ; which he under- 
ſtanding to be by an ingenuoxs Confetlion of her fins and wickedneſs, contrary to whar 
her Brothers ob/tinacy and deſpair had made him do, he as often encouraged to perlilt 
in ſo good areſolution. But when ſhe came upon the Ladder, inſtead of what was ex- 
pected, ſhe beſpake the People in the following words, I ſee & great croud of People come 
hither to day to behold a poor old miſerable Creatures death, but I trow there be few 
among you, who are weeping and mourning for the broken Covenant. And having fo 
ſpoken ſhe prepared in great haſt to ſtrip her ſelf woked ; and then and nat before were Her ſtrange re- 
the ſeuſe of her words relating to the þ wineſs of her death underſtood, but the ſolution ro 
Executioner perceiving her delign, reſolvedto prevent her, and ſhe ftrugling with him 3208 naked 
to put her Cloaths off that ſhe might hang noked, he-was forced to rhrow her off the (10 tet” 
_ _ Tower haft, than was fitting for a perſo, who wasno better prepared for aqyocare for 
anot ber o ER: .f 4 the Broken Co- 
* I couldtell youmany more remarkable ſtories of our Fanatick Zealots , that have venant. 
been put to death for lying with Beaſts, and other wwwatural crimes. One not many "** —_— 
years {mce was put to Jeath at Sterling, tor commitring uncleanneſs with five Indroidu- ae and —_ 
kls, among which rhere were four ſpectes of irrational Aniimals ; and immediately before vanatural 
his Execution, the unclean Wretch _ againſt the Prelares, and boaſted of his crimes. 
conſtant zeal for the Covenant ; and fo without — any deteſt ations of his crimes, Concerning 
or defiring the people to pray for him, went off with jr Area. into the other World. (i Bettiali 
I ſhould not have related any of theſe fories, with refletFion on the Schiſmatical party, —_ X Fer 
but that nineiparts in ten of the horrid ſins, ſuch asVircheraft, Beſtiality, and Inceſt, the Spirit of 
are found among them; which hath occaſton'd a Proverbial Sarcaſm in our Language Popery, &c. 
againſt them,rbat the Whigs gato Heaven a Gate of their awn. This is no Hyperbole,but 
4 plain Hiforicat Truth, which our Fadges can teſtifie, and which may be confirw'd by 

iFters of our criminal Courts. 

And then as for Adulteries, and Fornications, thoſe common failings of theſe Pha- Adultery ang 
riſees ; there aremoreof them commitred, knd more Baſtards botn within their Country, Fornication 
the Weſtern Holy-Land than in all our Netie befides. This is evident, from com- 19r* frequent: 
paring the Pariſh-Regiſters, and the Regiſters of the Presbyterys or Rural Deaneries |) 11. wn 
of thoſe Shires, with thereſtof 'the Pariſh, and Prevbytery Regiſters in every Dioceſs among the 
of the Charch. Nor very long ſincein 2 Pariſh within the Presbytery of Paſeley _ Whigs, os 

A L IN All ICOFLANT 
Feries, at one tirne. The Pariſhis very db afffed; > that ori that Lords-day, wherein 5% 
this Herd of Goats did ftand in the Seat of Publich-Repentance ; there were but two Ar one time in 
Regular Perſons, befides the Miniſter and Precentor in the Church, Iknow you are one Pariſh 17 
already wondering, that Fanatical Simers will do Penance in the Kirk, which 1s as ſe WP did 
rioxs, and ſolemn a piece of Worſhip, as any belongs tothe Service of God. hy pps 


Therefore 


(44) 

Therefore to unriddle the Paradox unto you, be pleas'd to take notice, Thar if any 

Fornicator, Adulterer, &c. contumacioully refuſe to ſi1bmit to Church-Cenſure, his Ma- 

The reaſon = gefty*s Advocate is to purſue him before the Supreme Judicature, or Lords of the Seſſion ; 
= -= .. Who upon Evidence of his wag dl iffue our Order for having him declar'd the 
ly nt King's Rebel; that is,to be ſolemnly denounc'd an Out-Law, with the ſound of an Horn. 
this Eccleſia- After the Horning, (for ſo we call the Denunciation) Letters of Caption, are direct 
tical cenſure. againſt him; ſo that if he be taken, he muſt be put in Priſon ; and although he be 
not, he forfeits his Perſonal, and the Annual Revenues of his real Eſtate, and becomes 

atogether dacjwwnr@, as Theophilus the Greek Civilian calls Slaves, and Minors, and 

all tbat are Civilly dead. Hence an Out-law is almoſt in the ſame Condition with us, 

as Deportatus in Inſulam, was among the Romans ; he 1s uncapable of all Civil Em- 

ployments ; he has no Head in Law: He can makeno Will, or Teſtament of his own ; 

nor receive any Benefit by any other Man's. So that our Whigs, (like yours, who 

will be Married by the Common-Prayer ) chooſe rather to mock God, and offend their 


tender Conſciences ſometimes , than forfeit their Liberty, and Eft ates. 


$. 15. Tam very well /atisfy/din my own Conſcience that I have done nothing 
- =o againſt the ſfridfeſt Rules of Chriſtian Charity, in diſcovering the impiozes Principles, 
the Whigs and 229 Prattiſes of this Set: T have done it upon the ſame grounds and motives, that 
Gnofticks in ſe- the Ancient Fathers publiſh'd the Wicked Lives and Opinions , of the more primitive 
veral particu- Hereticks ; particularly of the Gnofticks , who were: the Archetype of our Whigs : 


lars, And the Parallel in moſt Particulars runs fo exatF between them, that I cannot abſtain 


from comparing them together. 
Firſt then as the mich were ſo call'd from 4dr @& yr6o5, or Knowhkadp 
falſly ſo call'd ;, and ed, that they were the moſt Knowing , although they really 
were the moſt Jonorant of the Chriſtian Religion of any Sett in the World: So our 
Whigs ſtile themſelves the Knowing Chriſtians ; and look upon us, who adbere to 
the Church, but as ignorant, cd xnpe People , that underſtand not Goſpe! Myſ- 
teries, but are ſpoil'd after the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chrif Secondly, As the Gnoſticks pretended to underſtand the Scrip- 
tures better than all other Chriſtians; and yer did moſt abſurdly and blaſphemouſly in- 
terpret them, as Epiphan. hath ſhew'd in many particulars: So our Whegs pretend to 
this gift, as their own peculiar Talent; and yet interpret the Word of God as abſard- 
ly to make it comply with their wicked Opinions; as the Gnoſticks did to make it coun 
zenance theirs, Mr. Mitchel's Papers are full proof of this Charge, belides the Books 
I mention'd before. Thirdly , As the Gnoſticks ſpoke umegyry, or mighty high 
things of Simon Magus,equalling him with God: So our Weg = big-ſwelling words: 
of BaakBerith , orthe Solemn-League and Covenant ; to which they r:diculouſly apply, 
whatſoever is ſaid of the Covenant of Grace, which God made with Abrabam ; and 
of that Political Covenant which he made with the Fews; and of the counterpart of it ; 
which the Fes, or any of their Kings made, and renew'd with God; baptizing their 
Children into it, as into the Covenant of the Goſpel , and making it the cauſe, and 
Intereſt and Truth of Chriſt. | 

In the fourth place, asthe Gnoſticks pretended to be Chriſtians ; and yet in many 
things comply'd with the wicked Jews, and joyned with them in raiſing Perſecution 
againſtthe Church : ſoour Whigs pretend to be the pureſt Proteſtants in the World; and 
yet in manythings are real Paprits, and nowjoyn molt cordially with them to overthrow 
both oxy and your Church ; which the Papi#ts, acknowledg to bethe ftronge#F Bulwarks 
againſt themſelves, that are in the ProteFtant World. | 

In the fifth place, as the Gnoſticks contumeliouſly - uſed the Apoſtles and Presbyters 
of the Primitive Church, hating them with the Malice of Cain, and gain-ſaying them 
among the People after the im manner of Corab, and oppoſing them, as Jannes 
and Fambres did Moſes and Aaros : So our VVhigs treat our Reverend Clergy with all 
imaginable contempt and Barbarity ; hating our Biſhops with a Mortal hatred, callin 
their Government an Uſurpation over God's Heritage; and rail at His Majeſty, and 
other Magiſtrates that ſupport them; binding and re-binding themſelves by a Solemn 
Oath, to extjrpate the Apoſtolical Funtion, though in doing of it they ſhould ſhed 
an Ocean of Proteſtant Blood. 


To 


”— (45) 

To ptoceed, as the Gnofticks were raging waves of the Sea, i.e. 4 fierce, tumultu- 
ons, and trowbleſorne People ; fo ate the gs; Asthey deſpiſed Dominions, and [poke 
evil of Dignities, ſo do the VVhigs; as they were murmurers and complainers, (o are 
the V/Vhigs, who by their Principles can never be ſatufied with any conceſſions, nor ob= 
hged by any favours; but muſt murmur and complain againlt Moſes and Aaromas long 


as there's 2 Kip and Biſhops in the Land. ' | 
Furthermore, as the Gnoſfticks ſcorn'd and deſpiſed the Orrhodox Chriſtians, and Se- 


arated from them, calling them Carnal, but themſelves Spiritual Men; and yet were 


and 

h us, Senfualif, defilers of the Fleſh, and like the Sodomites and Gomorrheans, given to 

Em- rittnatural Luſts: So our Modern Phariſees (corn us, calling us Carnal, or at the beſt, 

Wn : but Moral Men; and while they pretend to be Holjer than the People that adhere to 

who the Church, they fall into all ſorts of Impurities, tothe great ſc of the Proteſtant 

heir Name. I could run the parallel in more particulars, bur I remember I am writing a 
Letter, wherein a Man is not-bottnd to exhauſt his Subjeft, bur rather to hint, than 
to write. And I need not ſuggeſt unto you, that I am not fo a#charitable, as to con- 
clude every individual among our YV/higs in this comparative Character, for doubt- 

ng lefs, there are many well meaning _- among them ; but you muſt underſtand me 

les, ſo, as owr Saviour 1s to be underſtood, where he deſcribes the general Hyporrifie of 

hat the Phariſees, among whom notwithſtanding were many Sincere and Pions Men. 

ve 


. In this ſenſe it was that St. Paul charg'd the whole Nation of the Cretians, with the 
E % Charatter of one of their O/d Poets, That they were Lyars, evil Beaſts, and flow Bel- 
lies ; and for my own part, I believe that among the Gnoſticks themſelves, there were 
a conſiderable number that lived free from thoſe portentozs Sins, with which St. Jude 


preſent unhappineſs of this Kingdom, and the Tyrannical Adminiſtration of Afairs 
therein. In particular you ſay, tis Reporred by ſome of our own Countrey-men, that 
the Nation is enſlav/d, that there is nothing amongſt us but Plunderings, Burnings, + 
Murders, Raviſhing of Women, and all other ſorts of devaſtatiow, which hath made 
conſiderable Perſons fly the Countrey, particularly D. H. who, I affure you, came to 
Town from his own Houſe but three or four days ago. You alſo tell me, there are 
Reports of a Secret Correſpondence betwixt the Duke of Lauderdale and the Viſcount 
of Granard on the Maritime Borders, whoſe real deſign, they ſay it-is, to advance the 
Presbyterian Intereſt, all that hath already been done under his Grace's Condutt again(t 
them, being nothing but for ſhew and pretext. I need but defire you to recolle what 
I have already written concerning the occaſion of our preſent Diſorders, and the Fa&#ion 
that ſupports the Schiſm, to make you divine from what Original theſe lying Stories 
proceed, and for what end they diſperſe them about the World. 
-T imagine by this time you are very weary, but though you be, you muſt put your 
ſelf ro the Penance, I always enjoyn you to read my Letters once for the Author's 
ſake, as well as for your own. You know I came to England the laſt time upon no 
other account, bur to learn the Language, and promiſed to keep Correfpondence with 
you upon this Condition, that you would make Remarks upon my Letters, and faith- 
fully Admoriſh me of all the Scoticiſms, or all the Words and Phraſes that are not cur- 
rent Engliſh therein. I confeſs I have a great Veneration for our own and the Nor- 
thern Engliſh Language, upon the account of the f Anglo- | 
Saxon, to which they are ſo nearly Ally*d; but yet I think + Preface to Mr. Liles 
it prudence to obſerve that Rule in Macrobizs, Loquere cum Saxon Monuments. 
preſentibus verbs, preteritis moribus vive. And therefore 
am as ambitiozs to write Modern Engliſh, as any Gaſcon, or Provencal can be to write 
the Modern French. 

You may communicate this Letter to as many of your Friends as you pleaſe ; but 
you muſt take care to conceal my Name, leſt if it be known, I paſs for an Enemy to 

N 


/ 

4 and Epiphan:vs charges the Sed. 

Ir 

oO — & 

q C 16. I Am now drawing near the end of this rediows Hiſtorical Letter, in which ,, PERS 

- I hope I have made you ample amends for my ſix Months ſilence, for 
l which you chid me again in your ſecond Letter, which I received by this days Poſt. 

You alſo tell me in it what Tragical Stories are Reported at London, concerning the 
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(46) . 

the Peophe of God; and thereupon another Mitchel ſend me out of the World for 2 
Canaanite or Egyptian with a brace of Bullets, or a Durke. The Narratives, I bum- 
bly conceive, are very profitable to be &yown : One of them affords an excellent Ex- 
ample of counterfeit Zeal, and the other of Hypocriſie, or Phariſaiſm; which from 
the beginning of :hings hath always been the molt Powerful Engine, which the Co- 
rahs of all Ages and Nations have uſed to draw the Mulrirud into Fation and 
Sebiſm. Belies, the knowledge of theſe things will move all good Chriſtians to pity 
the miſerable condition of our Church, and to pray for her both to God and the King, 
and likewiſe »ndeceive all ingenuows Spirits, that have had the wnbappineſs ro be miſ- 
guided by the falſe Informations which our Fanaticks ſend ro yours. There is a more 
ftrift and Myſterious Correſpondence betwixt them, than the preſent pains, in which 
I write, will it me to relate. But by that time I come next to London, I ſhall 
be able to diſcover the Cabala unto you, which I ſhall better talk in ba{f an hour, than 
write in many days. In the mean time let us love, honour, and remember one another 
with pleaſure fs reſpet#: Let us pray for the improvement of our Church, the pre- 
ſervation of yours, and ſerve them both in our ſeveral ſtations to the utmoſt of our 
Power. 


I have no more to add, but to deſire you to remember that my Style is Advocate, 


and not Counſellor at Law; there's almoſt none here knows what that Title means ; So 


that the Poſ#-Maſter kept your laſt Letter a week, before he could imagine it was 
Dire&ed to 


Edenburgh, March 
the 5tb. 1677. 


Tour moſt Faithful, 
and Obedient Servant. 


N. N. 
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CONTASNING bins. i is; 


An exact Relation of the Proceedings'be- 
fore the Lords of Articles,Sc. againſt Charles 
Maitland of Halton, Treaſurer Depute,for 
my in having given a falſe 'Teſtimo- 
ny at the Tryal of James Mitchel. - 


Doubt not but every one will have as great a curiolty as, I bad, to inform 
himſelf of the Proceedings, before the Lords of Articles, in the late Parliament. 
| at Edenburgh, againſt the Lord Halten, in relation tro the Evidence, he gave 
at the Tryal of Witchel which you will find in the 1 7 page of the foregoing 

Narrative. T7 : 

Now, that I may not ſeem to impoſe upon the faith of my, Reader, nor pravaricate 
with him, I have thought fir here to ſubjoyn a full Account'of that 4ffair from the 
Records themſelves, that ſo Authentick a relation-being given of it, there may.remain 
no wmbrage or pretence, of charging the Tryal of Mitchel} with Injuftice, which 
has more than once been attempted, bo upon ſo ſlender and weak grounds, that even 
the Authors of thoſe aſperſions, have been aſhamed of their impotent endeavours to 
calumniate the Government in that particular. 

And indeed any man that has but read the 14.and 15 pages of that Tryal, cannot 
but look upon it as matter of wouder, thatany one ſhould have the confidence to 
aſſert ſo groſs and pelpable a falſhood, as MitchePs Aſſurance of Jife upon condition 
he would confeſs, 1s there moſt unqueFtionably proved to be: For upon the whole niat- 
ter, for any thing that there appears, every impartial man muſt conclude the pretended 
Order of Cownci/, to have been (to ſpeak very ſoftly ) a manifeſt miſtake. ' Since 
fo many noble Lords did deny by the great Oath they had taken their knowledge of 
any ſuch Aſſurance, given him, whoſe Teftimony one would —_ to ourweigh 
the bare aflertion of ſo profligate a Villain as Mitchel was; eſpecially if it be con- 
ſidered, that he had no other way left to fave his neck, and that it can be no ſtrange 
thing, for ſich a man to tell a ke to fave his own life, that had ventured his eternal 
falvation fo freely torob another man of hx. a 

But tho” neither in reaſon or Fuſtice, the Priſoners ſolitary Allegation could avail 
him any thing-againſt ſo clear and ſacred teſtimony to the contrary, yet there wanted 
not ſome who did not ſtick to charge that impartial! proceeding with Injuſtice ; 
bur this calumny being raiſed and ſupported upon ſo weak a baſis, as the prefended- 
Order of Council which was indeed not only inconſiſtent with truth, bur is ſelf too,and- 
carryed on by the clamours of a few wretches notoriouſly diſaffetted ro the Govern- 
ment, bath of Church and State, fell of it (elf into air and was reſolved into its 
primitive nothing, | 

' But to ſee the endleſs and refHleſs malice of that implacable party , when one 
would have thought there was as little apprehenſions of trouble from that ſcandalows 
report as.from MitchePs Ghoſt, My Lord Halton, Treaſurer Depute, having by his 
two vjolent Zeal (as they are pleaſed to call it ) for his Majeſties Service : and eager 
FF O proſecutions 
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proſecutions of the Fayaticks,contrafted the immortal enmity,and malice of that party, 
was charged with pery xe the Lords of the Articles, 1n the Evidence He gave, 
at the Tryal of Miokel A | Aggeunt of which Accuſation you have bere, 

with his Lordſhips Anfwer to it, and the Reſolution of His R. H. High Commiſſioner, 
and the Lords of the Articles thereqpqn : Aud how far upon the hole matter his 
Lordſhip is guilty or innocent , is left to every impartial and unprejudiced man to 
conſider. 

A Parliament being /apmmar'd anff bojden at Bdeyþurgh the 2.8. day of Fuly, 1681. 
by His Royal Hi bneſs , the Kingy Heh Commiſſover, on the day. of * 1 
Hilliam Noble of Denotter, did deliver the following Petition , or Aceuſation, inty 
the hands of the Lord Regiſter, to be by his Lordſhip preſented to his R. H. andthe 
Lords of the Articles. Y | #3 A0-« 


To his Royal Hi His' Majeſtigs Fbgh Commuſhaner, and +. 
2 Right onourable the Lords of the Articles, | 


. {te bupbly Repreſented, | F 

Rat Where as ihe deceaſt Mr. James Mitchel, being convened beforg the 
1, "'Fuftices, for attarwpting to: aſaſinate the laje drch-Biſhop of $$. Andyews, 

and bs Confeſſion 6, "ps the Duke of Lauderdale, bu Majefties Commiſſioner 
for the time, and the Lords of Provy Council bemg adduced in modura Probationis, 
againſt him, the ſaid Mr. James proponed ths Defence , that hu Confeſſion was 
emitted upon promiſe and Aſſurance of life wade to him, for proving whereof he did 
Adduce,' Charles Maitland Lord Theſaurer Depute, a a witneſs, who deponed\iqe- 


# bumbly, craved a Watrant may be granted, againtt the. havers for exhibition of 


| | Sio Subſcribitur, 


| WW. Noble. 


The Letters which. the Petition tefers to and upon. Which the. whole Accuſation ig 
founded are theſe r20 that follow, bothſent ro my, Lord of Kingardin, 


Helj-rood-Howſe, 19. Feb. 1674 
« is afternoon yours came which ſhould have come this morning, fo that the 
«© Poſt is now more regular. | 
* Fread it all, and it is a full Accaxut, of all paſſages, I hope ſhors iy we may find 
« matters grow better, and indeed there is great need al it here,for at preſent we are our 
© of joynt. Saturday laſt in the morning Information. was given that ane Mr. Fames 
_ Michel, who was alleadged, to have ſbot atthe A. B. of St. Andrews was diſcovered 
6 and Sir William Sharp, and being ſeen to come down,Sir William's own 
&* Cloſe by Sir William and two of oacher's fenmen be called to Auche! and car- 
« ryed him beck to gym amt yr ce.) He bad a long tron Piitol and aſhore 
« Sword 2bout him, in Shoes and Stockings ; and tho' he was fo armed, yet he did not 
&* reſ;ſ#,tho? none came up to bim but Sir Williams alone, till he came up bis Stair; Be» 
ay ing asked his name he denied it, and varied in ſeyeral other of bis A/wers, and by 
&* Warrant of the Chancellour,was committed cloſe Priſoner. This day,he: was examined 
* byOrder of Council, by the Chancellor, Regiſter, Advocate and me ; The Commiſſioner 
«* had- ordered us to charge him with his being in the rebelhon, and that he was 
* excepted /by nome out of the A# of Indempnity, and fo let bim ſec bis condition to 
* be led to Execution ; Tha was done very ſoon and againſt his next Exanunation. 
*be 
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vckelsy; bur doy'dchis Afaſinatierof the 4. B. yet 


© he confuſed his bei '.. oh 
confe al on ar that time, and.that the Piffot be was taker) 


« acknowledged hi 


&« wigh he had 'the Chancellor 
« might take t.zo ſee what Be would rhen lay ; 'Zha.being: dove, upori 
«& A[{/urance of life upon bes kuees, and confeſſed it was He that Gor the Bebop. 


* of Orkney, and which he | ainzed at the A. B. aud here is his Colfefron, the Doi 
cc 


|  Holj-rood-hauſe 11, Febr. 1674 
6c His day Mr. Mitchel who afſofinated the A: B. of St. Andrews, was apnin 
* examined in face of the Councs; and ſaid notbing bur what he [aid tous 
© of the Committee; he is remitted to the Juſtice Comrt, to receive his -11j- 
&©« {iments and ſentence to have bu right hand cut penn of Edendargb and che 
« forfeiture of his whole goods and poſterity, thiavaſt part is not to be pur in exeeution 
« till bis Majeſty be acquainted, becauſe — Ongar. bizilife was given bim upori hs 
© Confeſſion. Thecutting off his bend in to be execute) be the band. of the Hangman. 

The Depoſition which 18 pretended to..be contradidhorg-to what's delivered bers. in 
theſe 129 Letters, from whence Perjwry is infer'd; you have already had in the 15. 
page of the precedent Narrauve, which Lſhall not trauble wy ſelf or nyy Reader to repeat 
over again here; but refer him #hither forir. | In . 
Bux 4 cannat bur take merice and not without 2wornder neither ( which was alfoob- 
fery'd by his R. H. and the Lords of the Articles) -under what a off: and gentle. tile 
Mr. Nohle , was pleaſed to meation Atchel, in the: foregoing : Aeeuſarion  ['FBe 
ag enluvaing 2nd lapeger fe ing ded Tan ſandy anda G20 Thee 
very tg and # ar one-that | {y execht a Traytor 
and Aſoſiner, who —— to be fo much as #hought on, much Lf mented 
without herrour and ajult dereftatiov of his dawneble crunes. H 

But to, proceed, thus Petition being read, the Lord:Zheſaarer Depute: defired thatthe 
might have it delivered to him in compmen form, and might have Zzberty co pur in 
his Anſwer to it; and became further a bamble and earneſt Suitor to their Lordſbips 
that gs be ps to Speedy T'ryal, whereby he might make his unocence appear 
tothe Parti , and the whole world, which his R. H. and the Lords of the Articles 
were ou ta grens, not becauſe they found any thing in the accuſation relevant 
againlt him, bur that they migbt gratifie his Lordſbip*s earneſt defire, of being put 
upon bys Tryal. Afterwards Williams Noble, ' was called in, who own'd his Accs/ation, 
and did again figw u in preſence of bis\R; FH. and Lards of the Arjichs, and being 
asked by the Preſident of Parkament the Marqueſs of Athol, if he knew the Lord 
Theſawrer Depute, or was acquainted with him, beanfwer'd no ; being then. interroga- 
ted bow: he came to accuſe his Lordſhip upon the head of Perjury, or whether it did 
fall withan his proper kwowkay, or whale he did ever ſee the Lord Theſaurer Deputes. 
Latters or, Depoſition; he replicd no, but that he was fo: informed, and that he was #9- 
dxced to do it 2s 2 member of Parliemend and being thereupon asked who he received 
kis boformation- from, he: refuſed to make any reply tothat queſtion. 


Preſeatly after this the Lord Hekon' put. his anfwer, to the Information, exhibized 
againſt him, which is as followeth, | PEE 


« [ {5 is _— Mr. Fames Mitchel in nar having 
\ © alledged thae hi «ſnow was emtted a[ſurancz of life and hav- 

© ing adduced the Treaſurer Depute as 2 Wiews res Exculpation' for 
* proving the ſame, he deponed Negsti ing by a Letter under” bis 
* hand to the Earl of Kincardin, he aſſerts that he had confeſf upon Aſſurance of 
* life, which he Offers to prove by the Adive Letter now prodcced, and therefore 


* concludes 
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* concludes that the Treaſurer Depute is guilty of perjury and ought to be declared In- 
« famous and Subjected toother Legal penalties was 

+ .* It's anfarered that this accuſation 18 neither Relevent nor proven, for as to the 
* Relevancy, Perjury being a high Crime 1s not to be preſumed againſt any man, much 
© lefs a perſon f o high 2uality and = except the deeds inferring the Perjury 
« were of Knowledg andidireftly contradiffery ; And to infer Perjury muſt not only 
*be depoſition, contraditing another depoſition which 1s upon the Matter falſe, 
© becauſe a man'may depone an Errour, bona fide through forgerfulneſs ; bur Periury 
* maſt be a falſe depoſition againſt ones Knowledge: And fo he muſt be Sciens &- wolens. 
* So that two Oarhs after the Interval of four years(which 1s the diſtance, berween the ' 
& Letter and depoſition) ſuppoſe they had contradifed, yet in Charity ( a perſon of. 
* entire fame might be excuſed from Perjury ;) But where the Comtradittion is only 
© alledged, betwixt a tranſient Miſſive Letter'of News and an Oath emited four 
« years after the date of the Letter , no Rational man can think thar'albeit theſe did 
© contraditt, it could infer Perjury but only an Error or miſtake in the Miſſve Letter, 
© and the writing of a Mifive-upon Miſtake or deſign tho? it were produced to a party 
* when he is called to depone; if he were AG he had been miſtahes inthis 
*.miſive, he beboved, to depot according to his Enowledg, and the truth, tho? that con- 
* tradiffed his Letter, which can never infer the leaſt inſinuation of Perjury, ſuppoſe 
* the Letter had been oblipatory-and ſerions ; whereas this Letter was only an overlie 
* ;ndigeſted accompt of News and wnſubſcribed. | | 

_ * 2. As the Accuſation \is no ways relevant, fo it is not all proven; becauſe both 
* the Letter, ant] the Oath are- conſiſtent, in fo far as Mitchel being examined before 
* a Committee of the Conncif"1n- the Treaſury Chamber, he did deny the attempt of 
+ ofſaſſnating the Primate ; 'but thereafter the Chancellour having retired with him 
** to. the Council Chamber, after a little time'they did return , and- Mitchel did con- 
* feſs the Atrempt before the Committee and ſore days after reiterate that Confeſſion be- 
* fore the Council; and' it was pewerelly reported, and until the Chancellor deponed 
* the contrary, . it was antverfal believed at the Chancellor had given him aſſurance 
* of life privatly; \Bur it neither is probable that Aſſurance was promiſed by the Com- 
s = or Counal, nor did Mri Fames Mitchel aflert __ his Fx m ve 

* the Univerſal Report that Aſſurance was given privately was a ſufficient toundation 
« for the rom Deputes yon But nM hom K beexamined in the Excul- 
© pation whether he heard aſſurance given him, ſuppoſe he hadall the grounds of Cre- 
* d6bility, yet he could not depowb that he-beard aſſurance given ,- except he had been 
* Ear-witneſs to the promiſe; and by. his Letter that appears impoſſible ; for it bears, 
© that it was moved that the Chancellor and Mitchel ſhould retire, and ths being done 
« upon Aſſurance he confeſſed, fo that the Aſſurance related in the Letter, was not 
« p1ven in the Committee or where the Treaſurer Depute was preſent, but where the 
& Chancellor had retired with Mitchel in the Council Chamber ; and the Treaſurer 
&© Depute is ſo cautions in his Depoſition that he reſtri&5it to two preciſe times , viz. 
* when Mitchel confeſſed in the Committee, and when he revewed his Confeſſion be- 
&* fore the Councih” and he depones that being preſent at theſe two times, he heard nei- 
&« ther aſſurance asked nor offered; ſo that albeit, at any other time aſſurance had 
% Ten him, it doth not at all contradi# the Oath; and it had been Perjury, if 
© the Treaſurer Depute had deponed Affirmative, tho' he had heard the general Sur- 
<« a1iſe, or tho* this Letter written upon the faith of that Report or Rumor had been 
& in his bavd. Andin this caſe the Treaſurer Deputes Depolition being a concurring 
« Teftimony with Several other Perſons of the greateſt Eminency, Truſt and Integrit 
« in this Kingdom, ſome whereof deponed in. relation to their proper fat and w 
« were only pretended to have given the Aſſurance, His Oath can never be ſuſpetted 
OW the greateſt Refle#ion upon the confiderable#t part 'of the Kings Prmcipal 

ers. . 
« From all which it is evident that this Accuſation is a moſt unju#t, calumnioas, 

* and ſcandalows Libel tro which the Accuſer hath been hounded out tending to diminiſh 
& the Confidence of the Leiges and Subjects ro his Majeſties Officers of fate, andtheres 
* by wounding his Majeſties Authority, and Weakning his Government by ſuch pre- 
* furnpruous Attempts againſt his Aimfters, and it is humbly hoped and expected trom 
* hisR. H. and the Lords of the Articles, That Since the Letter tounded upon, doth 
* not in the leaſt inſfrutt the irrelevant and illtgal Accuſation which is only probable 
. by 
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« by writ , according to our Law, That therefore the Theſaurer Depute may be 
« vindicatedand afſoiled from this'falſe and infamors Libell, and that the Calumniator 
« may be puniſhed by being declared infamoms, and otherways in his Perſon and Goods, 
& according to the demerit of his Crime, and to the Terror of others. 

This Anſwer being given in by my Lord Halton, it was fo _ and -clear,: that 
unleſs ſome other trick, were found out, the Lards of the Articles could not bur im- 
mediately proceed to | their Judgment in favour of his Lordſhip , Mr. Noble, 
therefore who had before reſftrain*d his proof of the Accuſation to thoſe two Letters 
written to my Lord of Kincardin, and to which the Anſwer refer'd, that he might 
bouy up his ſinking cauſe, as long as he could, was pleaſed by a ſecond Petition, to 
deſire that Witneſſes might be Summoned in, and the Regiſters of the Council and 
Fuſtice Court produced to prove the Contents of his plow: out And the Theſaurer 
Depute ſtill preſſing for a fair Tryal, The Articles, betore they would give Anſwer, 
allowed him to condeſcend upon all the Sederwnts of Council, and all the members of 
Council at that time when Mitchel was examined at ſeveral Dyets, and craving fur- 
ther ſeveral other Witneſſes to be examined, and the ſaid Regi#ters to be produced, 
this being again conſidered by the Articles, The Treaſurer Depute begged leave to 
anſwer for himſelf, and for his Defence, faid ; | 

* 1. That in Law, no man's Letter can invalidate his Oath, even tho? it con- 
&* :ra4ict his Oath, but that His Letters are conſiſtent with his Oath, being diverſly 
< related, and to divers times and circumſtances. | 

* 2. That Nobles Accuſation having reſtrifed the manner of Proof to Haltow's 
<« Letters only, He could not now reſile | In. that, without giving in a new formal 
* Accufation againſt hi”, And tho' the ſenſe of his own Innocence, had induced him to 
« preſs a legal Tryal, yet he could not conſent to ſuffer his Accuſer to ſhift himſelf 
<* oft, by propoſing new and illegal Methods of Probation to procure delay. 

ww That the Crime of Perjury could not be inferred bur by Contradi&ory Oaths, 
© which could not be alledged againſt himin this caſe. 

* 4. That the Crime of Perjury by the Law of Scotland, was not probable, nor 
© could be proven by Witneſſes, but by writ only, and that eſpecially by Oarhs con- 
© tradicting one another. 

* 5. That in this caſe his Oath did conclude that He did not hear Mitchel ask 
- >" Mok of Life, or any Perſoz give it Him, and that therefore no Witneſs could 
* Swear, that Halton heard the Aſſurance given to Mitchel, unleſs his Ears had been 
* fixed in that Witneſſes Brain, which is impoſſible, and unleſs they [wore ſo, it 
* would not prove this or any crime againſt him; and tho? it were poſlible to prove 
© he heard aſſurance given, yet after ſo long time he might have forgor. 

* 6. The Treaſurer Depute was a concurring Witneſs with the late Chancellor, the 
« Jate Murthered A. B. of St. Andrews, the Duke of Lauderdale, and the now 
<< Biſhop of Edenburgh, and tho' Witneſſes were able in this caſe, as they were 
© not, yet they cannot be led againſt theſe Perſons deponing with him in Aditchels 
* 'Tryal, who are either dead or Abſent; Beſides that what they might be pong 
* to Swear be what it will, would rather rake into the Graves ws. Aſhes of thoſe 
* Noble Perſons, now Dead, than militate any thing againſt the Treaſurer Depute. 

* 7. As to any Regiſter craved to be produced, that can operate nothing , unleſs 
© they contain Papers ſigned by the Treaſurer Depute, and muſt be Oaths Contra- 
* diftory, and which ought particularly to be condeſcended upon, and are not ſo much 
* as alledged and if they were, Mr. Noble may get extra#s as other SubjeFs do. 
* Buthowever, He ſubmitted himſelf ro His R.H. and their Lordſhip's Determination. 

Upon this His R. H. and the Lords of the Articles, having fully conſidered the 
Accuſation and the Letter , upon which it is founded, and alſo the Lord Theſaurer 
Depute*s Anſwers and His Depoſition,concurring with the Depoſitions of the Lord Chan- 
celior, A.B. of St. Andrews, and Dukeof Lauderdale, His R. H. was pleaſed to fay 
in the Articles, that He did not ſee how He, being the Kings Commiſſioner, could 
give way to any ſuch Accuſation againſt one of his Majeſties Servants and Officers 
of State, or that any ſuch matter ſhould come to a Tryal, unleſs it had been the The- 
ſaurer Deputes own earneft Deſire, And that now their Lordſhips having ſeen and 
conſidered the hole matter, it was fir for them to conſider what was to be done: 
TUhereupon the Lords of the Articles Declared their ſenſe of the Treaſurer Depute's 
Innocence in this Crime of which he was accuſed, and they did humbly offer ro - 
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R. H. that He would be pleaſed to tranſmit the whole Afﬀair to His Majeſty and ſub- 
mit the ſame to His Royal Conſideration, tothe end His Majeſty might Declare His Roy- 
al Pleaſure, both for the Treaſurer Depute's Vindication, and puniſhing the Accuſer 
according to the _ uſually by Law inflicted in ſuch caſes. 

Having thus clearly and ſhortly ſtated the Caſe, as to the matter of Fa#, with all 
the concomitant Circumſtances, and allo inſerted the true Copies of all the Papers re- 
lating to this Aﬀair (except one that follows) from Authentic Tranſcripts of the 
Originals and Records, it will not be improper in the next place, to make ſome ge- 
eral Remarks upon the Accuſation it ſelf. But before I proceed trothat, it will be con- 
venient to ſet down the Copy of Mitchels two Confeſſions, becauſe of the uſe I intend 
to make of them. 


Edenburgh, 10 Febr. 1674. | 


In the Preſence of the Lord Chancellor, the Lords Regiſter, Ad- 
vocate, and Treaſurer Depute. 


R. James Mitchel being called before the Committee and Examined as to his Ac- 
ceſſion, to the Rebellion in the year 1666. acknowledges he was in that Re- 
bellion, and joyned with them at the Burgh of Air, and ſtayed with them until the 
night before Pentland, at which time, at the Deſire of Captain Arnot, he came into 
Edenburgh to ſpeak with one Mr. James Sterline, and My. Robert Ferguſon, and the 
Laird of Penzerie, who were then in Edenburgh, anent an Addreſs to be givenin to 
the Council, in behalf of thoſe in the Rebellion, Declares he was in Edenburgh and 
ſtayed in the houſe of Grifſel Whytford in the Cannon Gate, before he went out, and 
having notice from Col. James Wallace, Capt. Arnot, John Lindſay, and one William 
Young, from whom he brought a Horſe, went out of — about eight a Clock 
at Night, and immediately rode towards Air, and joyn'd with thole that were there 
in the Rebellion. Declares, that it was in the Houſe of one Widdow Robiſon in 
Curries Cloſe that he ſpoke with Penzeric. 


Sic Subſcribitur, == Rothes. 
 Fames Mitchel. A. Primroſe, 
DATES Fo. Nisbet. 


Edenburgh, 10 Feb. 1674. 


I Preſence of the Lord Chancellor, Lords Regiſter, Advocate,and Treaſurer Depute 
Mr. James Mitchel Priſoner being. called did freely confeſs, He was the Perſon 
who ſhot the Piſtol at the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, when the Biſhop of Orkney 
was hurt thereby in the year 1668. And Depones upon Oath that no living Creature 
did perſwade him to it, or was upon the knowledge of it. 


Sic Subſcribitur, Rothes. 
James Mitchel. A. Primroſe. 
Fo. Nisbet. 


Ch. Maitland. 


Tf the firſ place therefore it may be conſidered, that no man is Obliged to favear 
more than falls within his own knowledge, and this Examination of Mitchels before 
the Privy Council having preceded his Criminal Proceſs before the Fuſtice Court at leaſt 
four years, in which proceſs the Treaſurer Depute was cited as a Witneſs for Mitchel 
in his Exculpation,it is no ſtrange thing to ſee a man's memory fail him upon particular 
Circumſtances and words after fo long an Interval of time, and all Lawyers allow 
Luod Furans falſum credens jurare verum excuſatur a Perjurio, 1. e. a man ſwearing 
a thing in it ſelf falſe, which he really believes to be true 1s excuſed from Perjury ; 
Beſides there is one very. remarkable circumſtance, not yet taken notice of, to dejion- 
ffrate that the Treaſurer Depute knew nothing of any aſſurance, or promiſe of Life 
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alledged to have been giver, for in Afitchels hut examination before the Committee, 
appointed by the Council, viz. the Lord Chancellor, the Lords Regiſter, Advocate, 
and Treaſurer Depute , wherein he acknowledges the Rebellion, and after which he 
a: knowledged and confeſſed by falling down upon Knees to the Lord Chancellor in 
the Council Chamber, "That it was He who ſhot at the A. B. of St. Andrews (as He 
ſays) upon promiſe of life,altho the Treaſurer Depute's name be marked in the Sederunt 
yer his ſubſcription is nor at that Paper, but only the Lord Chancellors, the Regiſters, 
and the Advocates, which muſt moſt infallibly prove that His Lordſhip was neither 
preſent nor heard him ger ſuch-promiſe of Lite. 

{ris true indeed, the Theſaurer Depute in his Depoſition , depoſeth that he beard 
Mr. Fames Mitchel make that Confeſſion wherein he owned himſelf ro be the Perſon 
that jhor at the Primate. That he ſaw him ſigu it, and that the Treaſurer Depute 
Ggned it alſo himſelf. Bur then it 1s as true, that the Treaſurer Depute came not mto 
the Committee till after they had perſwaded Mitchel to confeſs, and that then He 
ſign'd his later confeſſion about the Arrempt upon the A. B. with the reff. For one of 
thele two mult needs be, "That either the Treaſurer Depute was not preſent when the 
aſſurance was given, (it any ſuch thing was at all, or elſe that his Confeſſion, of his 
being at the Rebellion in 1666. and his Confeſſion of Aſſaſſinating the Arch-Biſhop 
were not both in one day , for thisreaſon, becauſe the Treaſurer Depute, did ſubſcribe 
that Confeſſion relating to the Aſſaſſination of the Primate, and not the other, and it is 
notoriouſly known by all, that Aditchel was but once before the Committee, and that at 
that very time he made 50th theſe Conteitions, as appears by the Dates, and unleſs 
the Treaſurer Depute had been abſent at the writing of the firf# Confeſſion, he would 


. certainly have ſign'd it. - . And the Treaſurer Deput*'s Depoſition ſo exat#ly agreein 


with the evidence of the Lord Chancellor, the A. B. of St. Andrews, and the Duke d 
Lauderdale, wha were all tbree known to be men of great integrity and honeſty, how 
is it poſſible his Lordſhip ſhould have any remembrance of any Aſſurance given, when 
their Lordſbips deny*d upon Qath their knowledg of any fuch thing, two of which 
Lords ate ſince dead. Wor Wm, . 

As to the Letter upon which Mr. Nobles\Accuſation is fowmded; it is to be confider- 


ed, that the Treaſurer Depute writing (as appears by the:Lerter ) ro the Bail' of 


Kincardin at the Command of the Duke of Lauderdale then'the King's Commiſſioner 
xt may very well be ſuppoſed that bat He writes is not as- from himſelf, bur at the 
command of another ; and nothing is more ordinary than for a man in a miſſive Let- 
ter to ſet down his own inclinations as a thing reſaived upon, andit is very probable, 
that the Duke of Lauderdale, then the Kings Commiſſioner , and moſt of he Privy 
Council had really an Intention to interceed with his Majeſty for AdtchePs life, pro- 
vided he would have made ſuch Wiſcoveries, as would have deſervedſo great a favour, 
and that they were thinking privately among themſelves, that his Puniſhment ſhould 
beonly the /ofs of his r5ght hand, which is all that can be fairly drawn from the Trea- 
ſurer Depute's lerter,and it is a ſtrange unheard of thing that a man ſhould be thought 
guilty of Perjury , upon a ſeeming Contradichion berwixt a miſſive Letter of News, 
and when a man ſc/e-mly (wears upon his Oath; And there want not Precedents before 

the Seſſton in Civil Cauſes wherein the Lords have refuſed to admut , that a man's 

Letter contradicting his Depoſition poſterior to it, could infer Perjury againſt Him as 

in the Cafe of Mr. John Elzis of Eliſtoun againſt the Heirs of the Earl of Dirltoun, 

wherein the Lords ordained Lerter to be cancelled, and that it was not rele- 

vant to countervail his Depoſition. Bur ini yhis agſe ghe Treaſurer Depute*s Letter and 

Oath are both conſiſtent, and may be both very true; for not to urge any more, that 

his Lordſhip*s Letter was written 4 years before he depoſed upon his Oath, and that no 

miſſrve letter can countervail any man's Depoſition eſpecially when there is ſuch a diſt- 

ance of time, betwixt them; *ris manifeſt that the Treaſurer Deput*s Letter related 

only to what was reported to have paſſed betwixt the late Chancellor and Mitchel 

after the -Chancellor rook him apart from the Commuttee to the Council Chamber. And 

itis as evident, that his Oath and Depoſition in MitchePs Tryal , relate to what paſt 

in the Committee, after the Chancellor with Mitchel returned to them, and to what 

paſſed at the next meeting of Council, where the Duke of Lauderdale then Commiſſioner 

was preſent, and ſo conlequently neither relate to one and the ſame thing, nor to one 

andthe ſame time. 
In the next place it may not be unworthy of conſideration, That information be- 


ng 


( 54) 
ing given by ſome of the Members of the Articles; "That Mr. Noble, had by the 
Advice of his own friends, without the knowledg of my Lord Halton, ſubſcribed a 
Paper wherein he renounced and retratted his Accuſation , and that he had ſhown 
the ſame to John Campbell of Succoch Commiſſioner for Argyle-ſhire after it was 
fubſcribed by him before Witneſſes : He at firſt was pleaſed rothink ht to deny ir, bur 
being immediately Confronted with the ſaid Mr. Campbell before the Articles he then 
confeſſed He had ſhown that Paper ſubſcribed by ' 61 to that Gentleman, by which 
a man may eaſily conjecture at the Nature of both his Accuſation and Accuſer, 

But to draw to a period, as all I have already ſaid has molt ab»ndantly acquitted 
my Lord Halton of the guilt of Perjwry, fo there is one thing ſtill not altogether wn- 
worthy to be remarked which takes away all Colour and Pretence of ary Aſſurance that 
was given Mitchel by any one whatſoever, ſo as to induce him to confeſs, for in the 
very Confeſſion it ſelt , ſubſcribed with his own hand, and atteſted by the Honourable 
Lords of the Committee, it is faid that He confeſſed his deſign to murder the. A. B. 
freely ; now if he did it freely, I would-gladly be informed, how it could be omitted 
upon promiſe of Pardon, for I cannot apprehend that there is any Difference as to the 
freedom, between a Confeſſion drawn from a man out of the fear of death, and that 
which 1s made upon aſſurance of life ; if ſo, he could not be ſaid freely ro confeſs, 
which yet he doth, and that under his own hand, in the moſt Solemn manner imagin- 
able, ſo that upon the whole matter it doth evidently appear that the Aſſurance of life 
was nothing more than bare and growndleſs pretence , whereby he thought either ro 
ſave his neck or at leaſt to excite a commiſeration in the People at the hardneſs of his 
Caſe ; which might, if ir happened to make impreſſion upon them, create a jealouſie 
and heart-burning in them towards the Government, and a3 all times ſerve to charge 
$1juſtice and partiality upon the Kings Miniſters. . 

And thus I have given a full and clear Account of all the Proceedings againſt the 
Lord Treaſurer Depute, which I have rather choſen to place here by the way of Ap- 
penaix, than, if it had come timely enough to my hands, to interrupt the ſeries of 
the preceding Narrative , by a ſtory of this length, and 1 queſtion not but every un- 
prejudiced reader will upon ſerious conſideration of the whole, conchude with me, 
that never a more —— charge was laid againſt any man than the Lord Treaſurer 
Depute in the foregoing Accuſation,of which he has accquitted himſelt with ſucceſs equall 
with the greatneſs of his Innocence, and that never Tryal was more evenly or fairly ma- 
naged or carry'd on with greater moderation and impartiality than this of Mr. MtchePs 
of which you have had fo /arge and fo fag hful a Relation. 
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Books Printed for Walter Kettilby, at the Biſhop's Head in St. Paul's Church-yard: 


. Mori Opers Theologica, & Philoſophica, Fol. 

H Three Vol. 

Dr. More's Reply to the Anſwer to his Antidote 
againſt Idolatry. With his Appendix. O#avo. 

w— Remarques on Judge Hales, of fluid Bu- 


dies, &c. OFave. 
Expoſition on the Apocalyps. Quarte. 
— Expoſition on Daniel. Quarto. 


Confuration of Aſtrology, againſt Buthey, 


Quarto. 

Dr. Sherlock's Diſcourſe of the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt. With his Defence. Octayo. 

Anſwer to Danſon, Quarto. 

Acconnt of Ferguſon's Common-place- 
Book. Quarto. 

Dr. Falkener's Libertat Eccleſiaftica, Oftavo. 

Chriſtian Loyalty, Octavo. 

Vindication of Liturgies. Odtayo, 

Fowler's Libertas Evaneelica. Ottavo. 

Mr. Scoz's Chriſtian Life, OQtavo. 

Dr. Worthingtox's gteat Duty of Self-Reſignation. 
Ottavo. 

Smith's Pourtrait of Old Age. OQtavyo. 

Mr. Kiddey's Diſcourſe of Chriſtian Fot:itude. ON. 

Allen's Diſcourſe of Divine Aſſiſtance. Octavo. 

d—— Chriſtian Juſtification ſtated, Otayo. 

wn——— Againt Ferguſon, of Juſtification. Olav. 

w— — Perſwaſive to Peace and Unity. With a 
large Preface. Octavo. 

w— — — Preface to the Perſwaſive. Alone. Oltav. 

w=——— Againſt the Quakers, Octayo. 

Myſtery of Inquity unfolded againſt the 

Papiſts. Octavo. 

Serious and Friendly Addreſs to the Non- 

conformiſts. Octavo, 

PraQical Diſcourſe of Humility. Oftavo. 

Mr. Lamb's ſtop to the Courſe of Separation. Octa. 

Freſh Suit againſt Independency. Octavo. 

Mr. Hotchkis Diſcourſe of the Imputation of Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs to us, and our Sins to him. In 
two Parts. Octtavo, 

Mr. Long's Hiſtory of the Donatiſts, Ofavo. 

cnn Character of a Separatiſt. Octavo, 

gainſt Hales, of Schiſm, With Mr. 
Þaxter's Arguments for Conformity, Odtavo. 

——— Non-Contormiſts Plea for Peace, Implead- 
cd againſt Mr. Baxter, Ottavo. 

Dr. Gro-ve's Vindication of the Confotming Cler« 
gy. Quarto. 

——— Defence of the Church, and Clergy of 
England. Quarto. 

Reſponſio ad Fenkinum. Quarto. 

The Spirit of Popery ſpeaking out of the Mouths 
of Fanatical Proteſtants. Fol. 

Dr. Hicks's Sermon at the AR at Oxfird. Quarrto. 

— Before the Lotd Mayor. Peculium Dei. Quarto. 

———— Notion of Perſecution. Quarto. 

Dr. Shary's Sermon before the Lord Mayor Quarto. | 

— Sermon at the Spittle,& Tork-ſhire Feaſt. Quar. 

»— Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, April 
11. 1679. 

»— At the Election of the Lord Mayor. 1680. 

Dt. William Smith's Unjuſt Mans Doom, and Diſ- 
courſe of PraQtical Confotmity. Octavo, 

Two Aſize Sermons. Ofavo. 

—— Two Sermons,on the 34.of May,& 2.9:h. of May. 

w—— Lent Sermon. Quarto. 

Thor's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto. 

Woedrof 's Sermon before the Lord Mayor. Quarto. 
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—-» Chriſtianity abuſed by the Church of Rome, 
and Popery ſhewed to be a Corruption of it: 
Being an Anſwer to a late Printed Paper given 
abour by Papilts. In a Letter to a Gentleman. 
Quarto. 

Lynford's Sermon. Quarto. 

Mr. Bryan Turner's Sermon. Teflimonium Jef: 
Quatro. 

John Turner's Sermon of Tranſubſtantiation.Quar. 

Dr. Butler's Sermon betore the King at Windſor. 

Mr. Lamb's Sermon before the King at Windſor. 

Mr. Brown's Viſitation Sermon. Quarrto. 

Dr. Fowler's Sermon at the Aſlizes at GlouceFer. 


Quarto. 

Mr. Cutlowve's two Aſſize Sermons at St. Edmund:- 
Bury. Quarto. 

Mr. et's Serinon at the Aſſzes at Warwick. Quar. 

Mt. Eqward Sermon's Sermon before the L. Mayor. 

Resbury's Sermon before the Chatter-Houſe Scho- 
lars. Quarto. 

—— Sermon at the Funeral of Sir Alen Broderick, 

Mr. Needham's fix Sermons at Cambridge. Octavo, 

Dr, Eachard”s Dialogue againſt Hobbs, 24. Part; 

Mr. Halywel's Diſcourſe ot the Excellency of Chri- 
ſtianity. Odtavo. 

— Truc and Lively Repreſentation of Popery : 
Shewing that Popery is only new-modelled Pa- 
ganiſm. Quarto. 

—— Account of Familiſm againſt the Quakers. 

—— Sacred Mcthod of ſaving Huinane Souls by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

——- Diſcourſe of the Polity, and Kingdom of 
Darkneſs. Octave. 

Dr. Goodall's Vindication of the Colledge of Phy- 
ſicians. Octavo. 

Mr. L'Emery's Courte of Chymiſtty. With the &p- 


pendix. 

Dr. Grew's Ana! amy of Trunks. With nineteen 
Copper Plates. Octtavo. 

Sydenhami Obſervationes de Morbis Acutis, Oftav, 

m—— Eyiflole due de Morbis Epidemicis, & de Lue 
Venerea., Octarv. 

Loſſii Obſervationes Medice, Otavo, 

Mayow Traftatis. 5 E. Med. de Sal nitro. &c. Oh, 

Burnetii Tellurus Theoria Sacra de Diluvio & Pas 
radiſo. Ottavo. 

Spenſeri diſſertat. de Urim, &+ Thummim. Ottavo. 

Speed Epigrammata Jwvenilia, Encomia, Seriay 
Satyre & Jocoſa. Octavo, 

Lord Baton's Eflays. Octavo. 

Gage's Survey of the Weft-Indies. 

Mr.Claget's Reply tothe Miſchiefof Impoſitions. In 
Anſwer toDr Stillingfleet's Sermon, Quarto, 
The True Engl/ſb-man Humbly propoſing ſome- 

thing to rid us of the Plot in the State, and 
Contentions in the Church. Quarto. 

A Perſwaſive to Reformation and Union, as the 
beſt Deſigns of our Popiſh Enemies. Quarto. 
The Roman Wonder : Being Truth conteſt by 

Papiſts, &'c. Being the Jeſuirs Morals Con- 
demned Fol. 
Farewel ro Popery, &c. Quarto. 
Eſſex Free-holders Bchaviour,&c.Folio Two Sheets, 
The Country Club, A Poem. Quarto. 
Amyraldus Diſcourſe of Divine Dreams. Oavo. 
Ardeu's Direftions about the Matter apd <tile of 
Sermons. Twelves. 
Proteſtant Loyalty fairly drawn. In Anfiver rg 
a Dialogue at Oxford between a Tutor and Pu- 
pil, &c, And an Impartal Account of the late 


Mr. Wiliam;'s Sermon before the L Mayor. Quarto. | 


Addreſſes, &c. Quart. 


